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Hon. H . C. STRICKLAND: Of course he
might be; ,As the Act was, anyone against
the native could have gone openly into the
witness box; the same as the Commissioner
of Native Affairs has done. We have heard
a lot about the Commissioner and his offi-
cers being embarrassed by the board. Well,
what sort of a humiliating position will
the magist-die 'be placed in under this
legislation? He will be just a clerk. I
support the amendment.

The MINISTER FOR TRANSPORT: The
arguinenfs are simply a re-hash of what
was put up previously, and they ignore the
point that here we have not a question of
law but of' fact to determine, and we want
the two persons concerned to have equal
powers. Itis a serious matter for a native
to apply for citizenship rights, and his
application should not be granted without
,very careful .examination. The two who
decide the case should arrive at their de-
cision oW the facts and not on a question
of law.

Therefore I consider it would be absurd
if the man with local knowledge. who
would be there to give the magistrate as-
sistance with respect to the facts as he
knew them, were nullified because the mag-
istrate might, say. "I shall take no notice
of what you say, but shall grant the appli-
cation." . I do not think such a case will
very often arise. The majority of the men
on these 'tribunals will be extremely sen-
sible, and 'will be able to resolve any differ-
ences they may have. If. however, they
do disagree, then the interests of the native
will be preserved by giving equal powers to
both.

Hon. G. FRASER: The Minister said the
decision is to -be based on fact and not on
law. That is why I want the magistrate
there. It has been said that an ordinary
case is deided on law, but it is not. The
ordinary case in a police court is decided
on the evidence put forward. The only
time that law-comes into it is when there
is an appeal to the Supreme Court, or the
solicitor for a defendant raises some tech-
nical .point'

The Minister for Transport: One is a
misdemneanour and the other is not.

Hon. G. PRASER: That does not matter.
The magistrate is trained to deal with the
facts on the evidence put before him, and
he will do that here. Yet, the Bill provides
that a man who is not used to dealing with
facts shall have the supreme right. Let
the man with the local knowledge inform
the magistrate and collaborate with him.
If they arrive at a unanimous decision,
there is no argument, but if they differ,
then the trained man, used to dealing with
facts, should make the decision.

Amendment put and a division taken
with the following result:-

Ayes ... . .... .. 8
Noes . ... .... .... 15

Midjority against '7

Hon, R. J. Boylen
Ron, E. MI. Davies
Hon. 0. Frazer
Hon. E. H. Gray

Ayes.
Hon. W. H. Hall
H-on. E. M,. Hecnan
Hion, H. C. Strickland
Hon. 0. Bennetta

(Teller.)
Noes.

Mon. N. E. Baxter Hon. L. A. Logan
Hon. L.. Craig Hon. J. Murray
Hon. J. Cunningham Hon. H. L. Roche
Hon. R. 51. Forrest Hon. C. H. Simpson
Hon, H. Esarn Mon. H. X,. Watson
Hon. C. H. Henning Hon, F. R. Welsh
Hon. A. R. Jones Hon. A. L. Loton
Hon, Sir Chas. Latham (Treller.)

Amendment thus negatived.
Clause put and passed.
Clauses 11 and 12, Title-agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment and

the report adopted.

House adjourned at 9.50 p.m.

£--rgistatnu rnmt
Wednesday, 21st November. 1951.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 3.30 p.m.
and read prayers.

ASSENT TO BILLS.
Message from the Governor received and

read notifying assent to the following
Bills:-

1, Supply, E1,000,O00.
2, Marketing of Eggs Act Amendment.
3, Parliament House Site Permanent

Reserve (A1162).
4, Pig lad u st ry Compensation Act

Amendment,
5, Prices Control Act Amendment (Con-

tinuance).
6. Muja-Centaur Coal Mine Railway.
7, Main Roads Act (Funds Appropria-

tion).
8. Feeding Stuffs Act Amendment.
9, Petroleum Act Amendment.

10, Metropolitan Water Supply, Sewerage
and Drainage Act Amendment.

11, Farmers' Debts Adjustment Act
Amendment (Continuance).

QUESTIONS.

BUILDING REGULATIONS.
As to Undertaking Between Government

and Perth City Council.
Mr. GRAHAM asked the Premier:
(1) Was there at any time recently an

agreement or undertaking entered into
between the Government and the Perth
city council regarding- the erection of

governmental buildings of other than
brick or concrete within the- brick area
of the Municipality of Perth, except cer-
tain buildings to be erected in Plain-st.,
and Malcolm-st.?

(2) If so, what was the exact nature of
the undertaking?

(3) To whom was the undertaking given,
and when?

(4) Is the erection of prefabricated
structures at the Floreat Park school a
contravention of the undertaking.?

The PREMIER replied:
(1) The result of discussions between the

Director of Works and the Principal
Architect, representing the department,
and the lord mayor and town clerk, rep-
resenting the council, was to the effect
that the council agreed that it would raise
no objection to the construction of the
temporary buildings in Malcolm-st. and
Plain-st.. but the council supplemented
this consent with the request that no more
temporary buildings be erected by the Gov-
erment.

This decision of the council was con-
veyed at a deputation to the hon. Minister
for Works on the 18th December, 1950.

There is no written agreement on the
subject, but the understanding as far as
the department was concerned was that
the attitude concerning temporary build-
ings applied within the city area. There
was no mention of its application in re-
spect of the suburbs.

(2) and (3) Answered by (1).
(4) As far as the department's under-

standing of the position is concerned, the
answer is "No."

POTATOES.
(a) As to Port of Shipment.

Mr. OUTHRIE asked the Minister for
Supply and Shipping;'

(1) Can she inform the House what
quantity of general cargo the s.s. "Barda"
lifted in November when she also took a
quantity of potatoes?

(2) Has the Potato Board anr4 influence
at which Port the potatoes will be loaded?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes; 3,686 tons of general cargo, plus

1.470 tons potatoes.
(2) No. The Potato Board request ship-

ping space from ports in order of prefer-
ence-Bunbury, Busselton, Fremantle-
and as far as circumstances, permit, the
Associated Steamship owners co-operate.

(b) As to Arrangements for Future
Shipments.

Mr. GUTHRIE asked the Minister for
Supply and Shipping:

(1) Will she give particulars concerning
the loading of potatoes on'the "Bungarec"
at present in Fremantle?
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(2) Will she have arrangements made
for all future shipments of potatoes to go
from Bunbury?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) The Minister understands that 1.100

tons of potatoes are being shipped on the
"Bungaree." Circumstances necessitate
the composite loading of this vessel in Fre-
mantle; therefore, the loading in Fre-
mantle is In the best interests of despatch
of the vessel and the potatoes.

(2) It is impossible to do so, as potatoes
are perishable, and in the interests of
gro-wers it is essential to take advantage
of space in whichever port it is offering
at the time the potatoes are available.

EDUCATION.
(a) As to Extensions, Manning Park

School.

Mr. GRIFFITH asked the Minister for
Education:

(1) Is he able to indicate when a com-
mencement will be made on extensions
to the Manning Park school?

(2) Is he aware that Manning Park Is
an area being built up by the State Hous-
ing Commission, and that the consequent
demand for State school educational
facilities is very great?

(3) Will he endeavour to have these ex-
tensions accelerated?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) It is anticipated that the work of

enlarging the Manning Park School by
the erection of two Bristol prefabricated
buildings (four classrooms) will be com-
menced during the first six months of
next year. Available information as to
date of shipment of these buildings from
England does not permit of a definite
date being given.

(2) Yes; hence the decision to erect pre-
f abricated buildings.

(3) Yes.

(b,) As to Material for Extensions, Man-
nling Park School.

Mr. GRIMFTH (without notice) asked
the Minister for Education:

(1) Was not the original intention to
have the additions to Manning Park
School constructed in brick?

(2) When was the decision made to
erdet prefabricated classrooms at Man-
ning Park?

The MINISTER replied:
If the hon. member desires an accurate

answer as to when the decision was made
to erect prefabricated classrooms, he had
better place his question on the notice
paper because at the moment I can only
state that the decision was made in the
recent past.

FRUIT,
As to Price Control of Apples.

Hon. A. Rt. G3. HAWKE asked the Attor-
ney General:

(1) Is there any control over the price
of apples?

(2) Who is obtaining the biggest share
of the very high prices now ruling for
apples?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
(1) and (2) The price of apples is not

controlled under the Prices Control Act,
or under any other legislation.

(b) As to Controlling Prices of Apples
and Oranges.

Hon. A. H. 0. HAWKE (without notice)
asked, the Attorney General:

In view of the high prices prevailing
for apples and oranges, which are both
good keeping fruits, will he consider bring-
ing them under price control?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
I shall have the matter referred to the

Prices Commissioner for consideration.

(c) As to Price Decisions.
Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE (without notice)

asked the Attorney General:
Does not the Government or the Min-

ister make decisions in these matters with-
out the approval of the Commissioner of
Prices?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
I make no decisions in connection with

prices without getting the advice of the
Prices Control Commissioner.

RAILWAYS.

(a) As to South-of-River Project, Survey
and Land Resumption.

Hon. J. B3. SLEEMAN asked the Minister
for Works:

In view of the statement made by the
Minister for Railways to the Fremantle
City Council that early action will- be taken
to determine the route, and the resump-
tion of the necessary land for the south-
of-the-river railway, will he endeavour to
have the survey done in the very near
future by the engineers from Sir Alexander
Gibbs' firm (Great Britain) now in this
State, so that the land can be resumed at
a reasonable cost?

The MINISTER replied:
As the route of a railway South of the

river would be affected by the establish-
ment of an oil refinery on the shores of
Cockburn Sound. it would not be wise to
commence a survey until after a decision
has been arrived at regarding the estab-
lishment of the oil refinery.
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(b) As to Condition of Bridge, Fremnantle.
Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: asked the Min-

ister for Works:
Will he inform the House which of the

two statements is correct--
(1) The statement made by him on

the 12th September in this House
that the railway bridge was in
a state of collapse; in fact,, not
many years ago, it was found
necessary to deposit tons of rock
round the piles to Prevent it from
toppling over?

(2) The statement made by the Min-
ister for Railways to the Fre-
mantle City Council on the 10th
November: That, as far as the
railway bridge is concerned no
anxiety is felt regarding the main-
tenance of railway communica-
tions between Perth and Fre-
mantle?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) and (2) Both statements, as actually

made, were correct. The railway bridge
now requires continuous maintenance and
by such it will be able to carry the present
loads until a new bridge has been con-
structed.

(c) As to Loan Funds for New Bridge,
Fremantle.

Hon. J1. B. SLEEMAN asked the Premier:
(1) In view of the statement in "The

West Australian" of the 19th November by
the Minister for Railways that the un-
certain position of Loan funds will have
to be taken into consideration over the
South of the river railway, will he in-
form the House if it will also have to be
taken into consideration for the Proposed
building of two bridges across the Swan
River, costing £4,600,000. whilst one rail-
way bridge could be built alongside the
traffic bridge, Fremantle, for £250,000?

(2) Is this information in the Possession
of the Federal Treasurer and the Federal
Grants Commission?

(3) If not, will they be so informed?
The PREMIER replied:
(1) There will be no Loan expenditure

on the South of the river railway, or the
Point Brown railway bridge, this financial
year.

(2) and (3) Answered by (1).

LICENSING ACT.
(a) As to Press Statement Outlining

Amending Legislation.

Hon. A. Rt. G. HAWKE asked the
Premier:

Was the Government. or any member of
the Government, responsible for the kite
which was flown in "The West Australian"
on Tuesday regarding suggested altera-
tions to the Licensing Act?

The PREMIER replied:
Neither the Government nor any mem-

ber of the Government has flown any
"kite."

(b) As to Source of Press Statement.
Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKE (without notice)

asked the Premier:
Arising out of the Premier's answer,

could he inform the House the source from
which "The West Australian" obtained the
subject matter of the article which it pub-
lished in Tuesday's issue as to the proposed
alterations to the Licensing Act?

The PREMIER replied:
As the Leader of the Opposition knows,

Pressmen are continually on the look-out
for news, and the Government is not re-
sponsible for quite a deal of that which
appears in the Press. I understand the
Attorney General was approached by a
Pressman as to the provisions of the pro-
Posed Licensing Bill and he did give some
information to him on a confidential basis.

STOCK FEED.

As to Exports of Mill Offal and Local
Shortage.

Hion. J. T. TONKIN asked the Minister
for Lands:

(1) Is he aware that from 3.000 to 4,000
tons of bran and Pollard were exported to
Queensland several months ago as
there was then a surplus in this State, and
that the present shortage has arisen be-
cause of the position in which the millers
now find themselves as a result of the deci-
sion of the Commonwealth Government to
increase the price of wheat for home con-
sumption on the 1st December?

(2) Has any action yet been taken which
will enable flour millers to Proceed with
the gristing of wheat and thus Produce
bran and Pollard which are so desperately
needed for stock feed throughout the State?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) The figures available from the Gov-

ernment Statistician indicate that approxi-
mately 2,000 tons of bran and Pollard were
exported to Queensland between January
and October, 1951. The present shortage
is due to a combination of factors apart
from any question of export, namely, the
abnormally dry September-October wvhich
induced above-normal drawv on supplies,
shortage of labour and trucks to consign
ex mills and the fact that several mills
have closed down or are in the process
of closing down, a condition not abnormal
for the time of the year.

(2) After the 1st December, when the
Price question is clarified, the position will
definitely ease. Mills are maintaining pro-
duction, and endeavours to supply their
customers as quickly as possible are being
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made. Some mills, however, have closed
down or are in the process of closing down
for overhaul.

HOSPITALS.
As to Piniarra Buildings and Nurses'

Quarters.
Mr. MANN asked the Minister for Works:
(1) What is the cost of building the

nurses' quarters at Pinjarra?
(2) When will the hospital buildings be

completed at Pinjarra. and what is the
estimated cost of same?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) £17,59? 7s. 2d.
(2) (a) In approximately six months'

time.
(b) £140,000.

FRUIT CASES.
As to Shortage and Sources of Supply.
Mr. OWEN asked the Minister for

Forests:
(1) Is he aware that at present there

is an acute shortage of fruit cases in the
hills and other near metropolitan. fruit-
growing areas?

(2) Is the sawmill in the Gosnells-Arma-
dale area, referred to by him, still being
developed for cutting cases?

(3) When will this mill be in full pro-
duction on cutting fruit-cases, and what
is its likely weekly output?

(4) Are there any other sources from
which growers in the hills areas may
draw their case supplies?

The MINISTER replied:
(1) Yes.
(2) Every assistance has been given to

Coleman and Coops, who promised, three
months ago, to erect a new mill to cut fruit
cases.

Timber was made available through the
Forests Department from Gleneagles and
arrangements were made for .electricity
mains to be installed immediately.

(3) Latest advices are that they will
commence shortly and their likely weekly
output is said to be on the basis of 30
dozen cases per day.

(4) No new sources of supply are known.
with the exception of increased supplies
which should be available at Pemberton
later this year, when new machinery re-
cently installed comes into production.

The position is constantly under review.

PHYSIOTHERAPISTS ACT
As to Registration of Ap'plicants.

Mr. W. HEGNEY asked the Minister for
Health:

(1) Has the Board, constituted under the
Physiotherapists Act, 1950, yet called for
applications or taken any action in con-

nection with the registration of physio-
therapists under the provisions of such
Act?

(2) If not, why not?
(3) Can an indication be given as to

when this matter will be dealt with?
The MINISTER replied:
(1) No.
(2) Applications cannot be received until

the regulations and rules have been made.
Regulations are In force and rules have
been drafted and will be published within
a few weeks.

(3) As soon as the rules are published
and forms printed.

EGG MARKETING BOARD.
As to Press Advertisement.

Mr. GRIFFITH (without notice) asked
the Minister representing the Minister for
Agriculture:

(1) Has he seen the advertisement on
page 5 of this morning's issue of "the
West Australian" Inserted by the W.A. Egg
Marketing Board sponsoring the consump-
tion of eggs for breakfast?

(2) Does he consider it necessary to have
advertisements of this nature Inserted In
the Press to encourage the people of West-
ern Australia to consume eggs for break-
f ast?

(3) Are such advertisements paid for
from the funds subscribed by egg pro-
ducers?

(4) If so, will he take action to prevent
the continued waste of the producers'
money?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
I did see the advertisement. As to the

rest of the hon. member's questions, I will
have inquiries made to obtain the informa-
tion and advise him at a later date.

ROTrNEST BOAT SERVICE.
(a) As to Restriction, on Launch

"Islander."
Mr. W. HEGNEY (without notice) asked

the Minister for Lands:
(1) Is he aware that Messrs. McGann

and Wilderspin, the Joint owners of the
launch "Islander," have been refused per-
mission to convey passengers from Rott-
nest on Saturdays and Wednesdays?

(2) If so, is he aware that that decision
was made by the Rottnest Board of Con-
trol?

(3) Will he take immediate action to
have the decision revoked so that the
owners cgn trade as they did last year?

The MINISTER replied:
I am aware that the "Islander' has been

restricted in its running, but I will ask the
hon. member to place his question on the
notice paper so that I may obtain further
information.
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(b) As to Preliminary Arrangements
for Season.

Mr. W. HEGNEY (without notice) asked
the Attorney Gener-al:

Since I have been requested td place my
last question on the notice paper I would
like to know-

(1) Is he aware that Messrs. McGann
and Wilderspin have made pre-
liminary arrang.ements to start
the Rottniest running next Satuir-
day?

(2) Will he, in conjunction with the
Minister for Lands, see that the
matter is finalised to the owners'
satisfaction forthwith?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
As I am not the Minister dealing with

this matter I do not propose to answer
the question.

(c) As to Attorney General's Position.
Mr. LAWRENCE (without notice) asked

the Attorney General:
(a) Is he the chairman of the Rottriest

Board of Control?
(b) If so, has he the power to inquire

and make a decision on the questions asked
by the member for Mt. Rawffhorn?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL replied:
I occupy. the position on the Rottnest

Board of Control as an individual and not
as a Minister. The Minister administering
the reserve known as Rottniest is the
Minister for Lands and any Government
decision must be made through him.

BILLS (2-THIRD READING.

1, Nurses Registration Act Amendment.
2, Coal Mining Industry Long Service

Act Amendment.
Transmitted to the Council,

BILL-STATE HOUSING ACT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the previous day.

MR. LAWRENCE (South Fremantle)
[3.52]: I can agree with this Bill in cer-
tain respects but there are other aspects
arising from it which, I consider, call for
Some comment. Unfortunately I must
make that caustic comment against the
Commonwealth Government, because I
think it is a deplorable state of affairs
when we consider the fears voiced by the
Minister for Housing in his speech yester-
day that, because certain grants of loan
money were not forthcoming from the
commonwealth Government, the Common-
wealth rental housing scheme would cease
to exist and we would have to revert to
the workers' homes scheme. As I have
said, this is because the necessary finance
will not be forthcoming. When we con-

sider that point it behoves us td pause and
wonder why the finance Is not forthcom-
ing, particularly when we take into con-
sideration the very serious condition into
which housing has lapsed, not only in this
State but In other States of the Common-
wealth.

I have said before, and it is still my con-
firmed opinion, that in these days of pros-
perity that Australia is enjoying it is re-
markable that the money that should be
forthcoming for such a worthy cause is
being turned over and-in my opinion
again-wasted to a great extent on our
huge rearmament programme. If the Gov-
ernment is going, blindly, to follow a path
of destruction, shall we call it, it behoves us
in this Chamber to try to rectify the matter
to some degree. Therefore it is vitally
necessary to see, as the Minister *foresaw.
that some provision is made 'in the event
of our having to turn over to the new
scheme. I agree with the Minister's re-
marks that this seems to be the way out
and that It will eventually benefit this
State.

So far as the Bill is concerned. I agree in
part with the amendments, of which there
are three, but I can only agree in toto to
the first two, because I believe from what
I have been told by older members of this
Chamber that this Act was first intro-
duced in an endeavour to help the worker
to purchase his own home. The relevant
clause of this Bill is to try to protect that
worker to some degree because he will
come within the ambit of the Act as it
exists today. We find, however, in the Act
as it stands that the definition of a Worker
is dealt with in Section 6, which reads as
follows:-

"Worker" means any person, male
or femnale-

And I quote the relevant part now-
who is not in receipt of salary,

wages* or income exceeding £750.
When we look at the position as it exists
today and the Act as it stands at present,
we find that due to the inflationary trend
which has been allowed to continue in
this country of ours, and which has
naturally caused an inflationary trend in
the basic wage, the present Act may de-
bar certain workers from coming within
its ambit, thus denying them the right
to purchase their own homes. By stating
in Section 6 that £750 will be the maxi-
mum allowable annual income, the pre-
sent Act is placing the worker in a posi-
tion in which he is dangerously close to
passing that figure; the moment he does
so he is naturally denied the right to
purchase his home.

For the enlightenment of members of
this Chamber I would point out that the
State basic wage for the metropolitan area
-for adult Persons-has risen from
£7 6s. 6d. as at the 1st November, 1950,
to £10 5s. 8d. at the present moment.
This constitutes an increase of £2 19s. 2d.
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:a week, which is approximately £155 per
annum. So if Section 6 of the Act Is
allowed to remain as it is, many of the
wage-earners will be denied the right to
purchase one of these homes, and those
who are not on the State basic wage but
-on the Commonwealth basic wage will be
in practically the same position because
the Commonwealth basic wage has
risen approximately £140 per annum. The
amendment itself proposes that for the
protection of the wage-earners the maxi-
mum allowable income should be £750.
without taking into account any varia-
tion of the basic wage rise since Novem-
ber, 1950.

As the Minister pointed out last night,
-carpenters who, prior to the 1st Novem-
'ber, 1950, were eligible to participate
under this Act for the purchase of a home,
are perilously close to being denied that
right because now they are earning over
£14 a week, which is approximately £730
-per annum. Not only does this state of
earning apply to that particular industry,
but it applies to practically every indus-
try throughout Western Australia. There-
fore it is most desirable that members
should see that this amendment is carried.
With regard to the second amendment,
that is to Section 23, it is very simple and
practically self-explanatory, because the
section in question lays down that-

Private land may be compulsorily
acquired under this part of this Act
only within a period of five years
after the commencement of this Act.

The Act was introduced in 1946 and that
means that at the end of this year-
December 31st, 1951-it will cease to exist.
As a result the Government will be left
powerless to acquire any land that it may
deem necessary for this housing scheme
to be carried through. I consider the Gov-
ernment should have the necessary power
to carry on with the good work envisaged
by the Minister. The amendment seeks to
delete the word "five" and insert the
word "seven" in lieu thus giving the Gov-
ernment power to acquire land until 1953.
1 certainly support that but cannot agree
to the third amendment. My reason for
Lhat objection is that paragraph (b) of
Section 45 reads--

The term of the loan, if made in
one sum, shall date as from the first
day of the next month following that
in which it is made, and if made by
instalments, shall date as from the
first day of the next month following
that in which the final instalment is
made.

The amendment to that section, as em-
bodied in Clause 5. provides for the addi-
tion of the words "or occupation of the
dwelling-house is entered into by the
mortgagor whichever occurs first" in the
places -specified. The paragraph, as
amended, would mean, in effect.. that the,

term of the loan would be operative as
from the time the individual entered into
occupancy of the dwelling. Under the Act,
the term of the loan would not be opera-
tive until the first of the month following
the occupation of the house. That might
not be so bad as regards the term of the
loan, but I point out to the Minister that
paragraph (e), which has to do with the
payment of interest on the loan, provides
that interest shall not be paid until one
month after the occupant has taken over
the home.

With the amendment it will mean that
payment will start as from the time of
occupancy. When we turn to paragraph
(f) which deals with the repayment of
the principal to the Commission by equal
instalments, we find that the occupant
will have to pay instalments as from the
day he takes over, whereas under the Act
he is given surcease for one month. The
idea primarily behind the introduction of
the Act in its present form was to give the
occupant an opportunity to cope with the
heavy commitments inevitably entailed in
moving into a new home. In these days
those expenses represent no small sum,
especially if the individual has to move his.
wife and family and goods and chattels
for any considerable distance. It must be
apparent to members that, when one goes
to a new home, expense is usually neces-
sary in connection with the purchase of
new blinds or curtains and possibly lino-
leums. That involves a heavy outlay. The
surcease from payments provided in the
Act was to give the low-wage earner a
chance to get on his feet.

Another factor must be considered from
the point of view of the department
handling the business. Under the Act it is
stated specifically that interest shall be
assessed from the first of the month fol-
lowing the date of occupancy. If the
amendment be agreed to, much book-keep-
ing work will be involved because interest
will be charged as from the time of oc-
cupancy, which could be any day of the
month and not necessarily the first of the
month. While I agree with two of the pro-
visions contained in the Bill, I appeal to
the Minister and the Government to leave
the Act as it stands and not proceed with
the third amendment. I do not consider
it to be in the best interests of the pur-
chaser, who will usually be a low-wage
earner, and who in these days is entitled
to every consideration possible in the mat-
ter of housing. I realise, as the Minister
may point out later on. that an individual
may not occun~y the premises until five or
six months after the erection of the house
is completed. On the other hand, in these
days. when there is such a heavy demand
for houses, I think there is little likelihood
of that happening.

There is one other point regarding the
Minister's introductory speech that I
would like to Mention. It concerns- his- re-
ference to a statement made. by a member
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of another place some weeks ago in criti-
cism of the State Housing Commission's
officials. I feel that I must align myself
with the Minister in his defence of those
officers-

Hon. A. H. Panton: Hear, hear!
Mr. LAWRENCE: -especially so be-

cause, while I believe in fair and open
criticisms-surely we hear enough of it in
this House-I do not agree with thinly
veiled accusations that, in my opinion,
were filthy slanderous and unwar-ranted, because no proof was brought for-
ward to indicate that they could be sus-
tained. In fact, I feel that the statements
emanated from a bitter and depraved mind.
I have occasion to visit the State Housing
Commission frequently-probably nobody
goes there much more than I do-and while
I do not obtain many prizes but receive a
lot of knock-backs-

Hon. A. H. Panton: In that, you have
a lot of mates.

Mr. LAWRENCE: -I have never had
any ground for complaint on the score of
insolence, injustice, graft or corruption,
which were the words used by the mem-
ber of another place to whom reference has
been made. I believe that the misguided
person who made those statements should
be called upon to prove his rotten insinua-
tions, or eat his own foul words. I con-
gratulate the Minister for Housing and the
staff of the Commission on the very fine
job they are doing in face of almost insur-
mountable difficulties, because the obstacles
confronting them daily are very hard in-
deed to surmount. Therefore, I align my-
self with the Minister in his defence of the
staff of the Commission.

Question put and passed.
Bill read a second time.

In Committee.
M~r. Hill in the Chair: the Minister for

Housing in charge of the Bill.
Clauses 1 to 4-agreed to.
Clause 5-Section 45 amended:

The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: In
reply to the member for South Fremantle,
who took exception to this clause. I Point
out that it is more in the nature of a
machinery provision. The accountancy
section of the Housing Commission has in-
dicated that it would be easier and make
for more efficient administration if this
amendment were made, as the Act would
then be brought into line with the pro-
vision in the War Service Homes Act, and,
further, that it would be in the interests
of the purchaser to be able to start making
his payments at once. I cannot see that
the alteration would make a great deal of
difference, and I am not absolutely wedded
to it. However, for the reasons given, I
ask the Committee to approve of the clause.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Minister's ex-
Planation does not convince me. The
existing provision has been in the Act for
many years and accountants would have
realised long ago, if expediency were the
only reason, that some alteration should
be made. It would be far easier for clerks
and accountants to start the interest at
the beginning of a month rather than com-
mence entering debits for interest at odd
days during the month. If 15 or 20
homes were being occupied during No-
vember, under the existing law the in-
terest Payments would commence on the
1st December. That would present no
difficulty, but there would be some diffi-
culty if interest had to be debited on
various days of the month. The proposal,
so far from simplifying the practice,
would have the opposite effect.

The point made by the member for
South Fremantle is sound. When a
worker moves into a new home, he is
faced with the necessity of paying the
cost of removal, amounting to anything
up to £10, while all sorts of new articles.
such as curtains, blinds and linos, are
required. The period of a few weeks
which, under existing legislation, is per-
mitted to elapse, gives the worker a
breathing space before he is called upon
to commence paying interest and prin-
cipal. The argument that the sooner a
worker begins his repayments, the bet-
ter, has no strength, but if he desires to
pay off a greater amount than that for
which he has contracted, there is nothing
to prevent his doing so, and thus he could
catch up later when he was in a better
financial position. To impose a fairly
substantial financial burden on the worker
from the day he entered into occupancy
of his new home would make his posi-
tion far more difficult. We are not en-
titled to take from the workers an ad-
vantage they have enjoyed all these years
for the sole reason of simplifying the
book-keeping of the department. I submit
that no sound reason has been advanced
for the change. If there are adequate
reasons for it, the Minister has not dis-
closed them. The reason he gave can-
not be convincing because, from a book-
keeping point of view, it is simpler to
commence debiting interest and principal
repayments from the first of the month
following the date of occupancy than to
have to make entries covering each in-
dividual Property from the day on which
occupancy began. Don't tell me that
simplifies book-keeping! It means more
careful consideration of the dates and
the greater possibility of error: whereas
if we know that the interest will not
date except from the 1st of the month
following and that principal repayments
will be dated from that date, calcula-
tion is so much simpler and so is the
book-keeping. The Minister wants to say
it is the other way.
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The MINISTER FOR HOUSING: I am
afraid the Deputy Leader of the Opposi-
tion does not convince me either. This
suggestion came from the Accounts
Branch, which has had very Much more
experience in handling this business than
the hon. member has had or than I have
had. The officer Who actually framed
the wording of this amendment was asso-
ciated with the administration of the
Workers' Homes Act in 1945. I refer to
Mr. Bond, who pointed out that People
frequently ask to be allowed to make pay-
ments from the date of entering the house.
I do not profess to be an accountant, and
I do not know whether the hon. member
is one; but I cannot imagine that the
Accounts Branch would submit this pro-
position merely for the sake of making
amendments to the Act.

Mr. LAWRENCE: The Minister must
be well aware that during the operation
of this Act there has been a certain sur-
cease from payments to allow people to
get into their new domiciles without un-
due financial strain. Assuming that the
Minister is correct and that this is go-
ing to make accounting easier, we must,
in fairness to the persons concerned, con-
sider whether by making things a little
easier -from the accountancy point of
view, we will take some benefit from per-
sons buying houses. I consider that the
Act should be allowed to. remain as it is.
The Minister said he felt it was in the
interests of a man to start payments im-
mediately; but the member for Melville
and I have pointed out that in the ma-
jority of cases~ that would not be so, be-
cause such people have other heavy fi-
nancial commitments such as paying for
furniture, etc.

Under this provision something will
be taken from People that has been allowed
them since 1946, just for the sake of easier
book-keeping-that is, if the statement
that it will mean easier book-keeping is
correct. I do not think that is a sound
explanation, because I cannot see where
It will make the book-keeping easier. I
do not believe any trouble is likely to be
experienced with persons who have oc-
cupied these houses and are becoming the
owners in six or seven months time. Their
desire would be to pay off the debt as soon
as possible. There would be no trouble
about having to use any force to see that
the payments were paid in the period of
six or seven months referred to.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: It seems strange
that, if this amendment is so desirable
now, it has never been suggested before.
It looks to me as though the provision
was only thrown into the Bill to make
up weight, because the measure is a very
short one. There Is no merit in the clause.
There is no sense in trying to argue that
a provision which requires the clerks to
start to debit interest rates on odd -days

during the month will simplify book-keep-
ing, when one considers that the existing
practice only requires the debiting of in-
terest in all cases from the 1st of the
month.

As the Act stands, with regard to all
persons who had their loans made avail-
able during November. the book-keeping
entries would start as from the 1st Dec-
ember in every case; so they would be
debited on that day, a very simple pro-
cess. If the amendment is carried and
a number of persons had their loans made
available on different days in November.
so far as book-keeping is concerned in-
terest would have to be debited in each
of those several cases as from the particu-
lar day on which occupancy started. I
could understand the Minister's argument
if the position were the other way round.

I would like to hear the member for
Mt. Marshall speak on this aspect, be-
cause his accountancy experience would
enable him to tell us whether there was
any strength in the Minister's argument
that the proposal has been asked for by
the accountancy section because it would
simplify the book-keeping. Under the Act
at present the debit for the repayment of
portion of the principal and interest
starts from the first of the month in each
case, irrespective of on what day in the
Previous three months the loan might have
been made available. I do not see how
the Provision would improve the account-
ancy position.

The Attorney General. There may be
another system for other houses, such as
war service homes.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Why must they
be mixed up with the workers' homes?

The Attorney General: I do not know.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: The Minister has
not Yet put forward any substantial rea-
son for this provision. He said that a
number of persons had asked for it, but
I venture to say that for every one who
would want it there would be 20 who would
not. Many of the workers are short of
money when they move into their houses,
having been called upon to find a good
deal extra for various fees and so on. For
that reason they appreciate the respite
which often amounts to as much as three
weeks after they move into their new
homes. I will need some more convincing
reasons than those already given before
I will agree to the clause.

Clause put and a division taken with
the following result:-

Ayes ...

Noes ... -.

Majority for

... 24

.. 21

3
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Ayes.
Mr. Abbott
Mr. Ackland
M~r. Brand
Mr. Butcher
Dame F. Cardell-Oliver
Mr. Cornell
Mr. Doney
Mr. Griffith
Mr. Hearman
Mr. Hutchinson
Mr. Mann
Mr. Meaning

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Brady
Graham
Guthie
Hawke
J. Hegney
W. Hegney
Hoar
Lawrence
Marshall
May
Moir

Ayes.
Mr. Bovelt

Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
ME.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Noes.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

MeLarty
Nalder
Nimmo
Oldfield
Owen
Perkins
Taorn
Totterdell
Watts
Wild
Yates
Grayden

Needham
Nulfien
Penton
Read
Rodoreda
Sewell
S lee ma n
Styants
Tonkin
Kelly

Pairs.
Noes.

Mr. coverey

Clause thus passed.
Title-agreed to.
Bill reported without amendment and

the report adopted.

BILL-LICENSING ACT AMENDMENT
(No. 1).

Second Reading.

MR. GRAHAM (East Perth) [4.40] in
moving the second reading said: The Bill
contains only two simple provisions, both
of which I think will appeal to the majl-
ority of members because, from their own
experience and knowledge, they should be
of the opinion that some alteration of the
present set-up is necessary. The chief
complaint I could lay about the Bill is
that perhaps it does not go far enough.
However, I believe that if an attempt were
made in a certain direction to improve the
Act, we could at least see how that would
operate before taking further steps be-
cause, as everyone knows, there are rival
schools of thought on this subject and, in
fact, ingrained Prejudices about the sale
,of intoxicating liquor.

At the outset I want to make it clear
that it has not been at the request of any
organisation or interest that I am seeking
to amend the Act along the lines of the
short Bill before us. It should be pointed
out, too, that the mere passing of the
Bill will not of itself in any way extend
the facilities for drinking in Western Aus-
tralia. It will be left to the Licensing
Court to determine certain issues when
representations are made to that authority.
The Bill also seeks to resolve certain
doubts which exist at present, although I
understand a certain decision given by the
Licensing Court recently on a function held
on the ship "Kanimbla" has more or less
established a precedent which may clear
the way for the holding of similar func-
tions. -

Whilst it may be regrettable, it is never-
theless a fact that the consumption of
intoxicating liquor has become recognised
as an almost indispensable part of enter-
tainment and recreation. Any member
who endeavours to argue to tite contrary.
or seeks to impose legislation in spite of
that well known fact Is, in my opinion.
asking for trouble and would be quite un-
wittingly -encouraging, not necessarily
black markets, but definite infringements
of the law. It is my considered opinion
that a complete overhaul of the Act is
necessary. However, I think members will
agree that it is a task of considerable
magnitude, particularly for a private mem-
ber to undertake, and accordingly I have
sought in a humble way to make some
minor amendments which, in my opinion,
will to some extent prevent practices that
are in reality intolerable.

All I seek to do in this small Bill is to
avoid if possible the recurrence of inci-
dents and events which followed, shall I
say, a well deserved victory by the West
Perth Football Club when it sought to hold
an evening celebration for its members and
supporters generally. Members will have
read in the Press within the last few days
that the principals of an organisation at
Armadale were prosecuted for selling liquor
at a function they held, and there have
been similar instances. Accordingly, the
Bill proposes to amend two sections of the
Act. One deals with temporary licences,
such as is granted to individuals or re-
stricted organisations to sell intoxicating
liquor on special occasions. The Act per-
mits a licensee to obtain a temporary
license, but in addition there is a provi-
sion covering sponsors of race meetings,
agricultural shows and sports meetings.
What I seek to do is to have the wording
of the section amended to permit a club
or any other organisation to apply to the
Licensing Court for a temporary license.

An annual celebration held by a foot-
ball club cannot in any way be described
as a sports meeting, and is certainly not
a race meeting or an agricultural show.
Nevertheless, it is a social function and,
as I have previously mentioned, it is in-
variably celebrated with liquor. Because.
under the terms of the present Act, such
bodies as football clubs, even for an annual
function, are unable to obtain a temporary
license-or, to say the least, there is the
gravest doubt about it-there is the
greatest temptation for such organisations
to decide to hold such celebrations and
sell liquor. That creates most deplorable
situations and consequences. 'The spon-
sors and organisers af such clubs know
that they will be caught by the police.
because it is impossible to assemble any
great number of people without the police
knowing of it, and arriving on the scene
and wanting to know what it is all1 about.

So the sponsors, without any desire to
be malicious or to create unpleasant situa-
tions. are forced by the very order of things
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and because of sheer necessity to sell liquor
as f at as they possibly can to all and
sundry, whether they may be under the
influence or not, or whether they are under
age. So long as they can sell liquor in
the shortest possible time, then their pur-
pose is served. The idea of selling liquor
pit such celebrations is to recoup the pur-
chase price of the liquor, make provision
for fines that are inevitable, and also to
endeavour to make a small profit for the
organisation. As a result, there is no order
or discipline, and I understand that at a
number of these festivities which have been
wvell patronised there have been scenes
which would hardly do credit to the
sponsors.

That state of affairs exists because of
the weakness of the Act at present. If it
were possible for them to apply to the
Licensing Court and obtain a temporary
license, naturally the liquor branch of the
Police Department would be informed and
officers of that branch would be present at
the function, as they are when occasional
licenses are granted to hotels or registered
clubs. Accordingly, there would be some
supervision, some directing authority and
some reasonable guarantee that order and
decency would prevail. While it might
appear that the intent of my Bill is to re-
strict the provision of Section 43 by delet-
Ing the specific reference to race meetings,
agricultural shows and other sports meet-
ings. I anm doing so for the purpose of
making it all-embracing by substituting
the words. "to any organisation." Accord-
ingly, any sporting body or it might be any
kindergarten committee could apply.

The Premier: That is not likely.
Mr. GRAHAM: As a matter of fact, it

would be quite likely, because kindergarten
committees, in common with other bodies.
are suffering from lack of finance. In
those circumstances, such a committee
might decide to hold a Christmas or New
Year barbecue at which refreshments,
solid or otherwise, might be dispensed.
rrom such proceedings many hundreds of
pounds might be raised. In the same way,
branches of the R.S.L. and other organisa-
tions would be placed in the position of
being able to apply for such a license, and
it would be left to the discretion of the
Licensing Court to determine whether or
not temporary licenses would be issued.
There is another factor, in that if any
organisation granted a temporary license
were to abuse the privilege or prove itself
incapable of exercising reasonable restraint
and control, my guess is that there would
be little prospect of any further temporary
license being granted to it.

The Premier: If the Hill is agreed to, will
it not have the effect of encouraging clubs
to hold barbecues at which beer will be
sold?

Mr. GRAHlAM: That requires some
qualification, and will tie up with the
second amendment contained in the Bill.

The Premier: No limit is provided to the
number of applications that could be made.
They might apply for a license once a week.

Mr. GRAHAM: Under this legislation
we have set up a responsible tribunal at
whose activities I do not think anyone
could possibly or reasonably cavil. The
members df the Licensing Court have a
sense of the responsibility of their position,
and they would determine the issue. Under
the section I am discussing, and which I
seek to amend, there would not be a great
deal in the contention regarding barbecues
because a temporary license in itself gives
permission to the licensee to sell beer only
within the confines of normal trading
hours. I think everyone will agree that
such functions as barbecues usually
brighten up after 9 p.m. Accordingly, to
restrict the sale of liquor to 9 p.m. would
not be particularly attractive to those
holding a barbecue. I do not want to be
the arbiter or pretend that I am in a posi-
tion to declare who should, or should not,
receive temporary licenses. It is the
function of the Licensing Court to grant
such licenses.

The Premier: This will keep the court
pretty busy.

Mr. GRAHAM: It might, but I do not
consider that raises any objection to it
whatever.

Mr. Yates: Against whom would any
conviction be recorded? Would it be
against the club or the individual?

Mr. GRAHAM: Any conviction would be
recorded against the individual because
the court would not be officially aware of
the organisation responsible for holding
the function. The secretary is usually
prosecuted because he is regarded as the
responsible individuh- l. I assume the cus-
tomary arrangement is for the club hold-
ing the festivity to give a guarantee to
those serving liquor that it will find the
money necessary to meet any fine that may
be imposed upon them.

Mr. Yates: And the secretary would have
the conviction recorded against him.

Mr. GRAHAM: Yes, but there are num-
bers of people who are prepared to run
that risk and do not view such convic-
tions with any degree of seriousness. The
object is that, where there is a bona fide
organisation holding a special function,
it should be given an opportunity to apply
for a permit or license and that privilege
should not be confined merely to the
several types of organisations mentioned in
the Act at present. The second amnend-
ment contained in the Bill deals with what
are termed occasional licenses which give
authority to a licensee to sell liquor be-
yond normal trading hours. Occasional
licenses are issued fairly frequently. I
know of one particular hotel that aver-
ages three occasional licenses per week.
Other hotels have that privilege at less
frequent intervals. I daresay the majority
of us are associated with registered clubs.
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and know that there are special occasions
when they obtain occasional licenses that
enable them to sell liquor beyond the
normal trading hour, which is, in their
case, 11 p.m. On these special occasions
representatives of the Police Department
visit the premises for inspectional pur-
poses and to ensure that nothing un-
toward is occurring.

It can be said that on such occasions,
when persons other than members of the
club are permitted to attend and when
liquor can be sold up to 1 a.m. or even
later, depending upon the time stated in
the occasional license, in practically every
instance the conduct of those attending
the functions has been exemplary. I have
attended such celebrations of one kind or
another on dozens of different occasions
and in no single case have I seen anything
to which exception could be taken in the
conduct of the participants, who in some
instances have numbered several hun-
dreds, including both sexes.

Occasional licenses are almost in-variably issued to the holders of a publican's
general license or to those who are respon-
sible for the management of licensed or
registered clubs. The section contains a
proviso, which I seek to amend, that no
liquor shall be sold or consumed at any
public bar on licensed premises. That is
understandable where it refers to hotels.
The place to which I made reference and
which I think members will have identi-
fled, is the Adelphi Hotel, where there are
wedding and 21st birthday parties and
other such functions; and. naturally.
neither the Police Liquor Branch nor the
Licensing Court has any objection to the
reasonable requirements of the public being
met on those occasions. But it is neces-
sary to have some proviso that when an
occasional license is granted to the licensee
of that or any other hotel, it should not
be possible, under the terms of that
license, for the bars of the hotel to be
thrown open, thus allowing all and sun-
dry to come in off the streets.

As the proviso stands at present, how-
ever, it Is to the effect that no liquor shall,
by virtue of an occasional license, be sold
or consumed at any public bar on the
licensed premises. It is my intention to
make that refer to the public bar of the
holder of a publican's general license or
an Australian wine and beer license, or
a wayside house license. Those three have
been mentioned because they appear in
Section 43 of the Act, which makes specific
reference to temporary licenses to that
group.

Accordingly if it were found that a
township or a district were holding, per-
haps, its centennial agricultural show,
which might continue not only during the
daytime but also at night, it would be
possible-and indeed it now occurs--that
the sponsors or the committee of the agri-
cultural society concerned would apply

for a temporary license permitting themn
to sell liquor within the time specified on
the license, but certainly not after 9 p.m.
But if an extended evening show and en-
tertainment and sports meeting were be-
ing held, it would be possible under my
amendment for such an agricultural
society to obtain an occasional license
under which, at the discretion of the
Licensing Court, the hours of trading could
be extended to, say 10 p.m. or any other
time which might, in the discretion of
the court, be deemed appropriate and ad-
visable in the circumstances,

As the Act stands, it would be impos-
sible, after 9 o'clock, for the committee
of the agricultural society to sell beer
from the bar. Its only recourse would be
to appoint stewards and serve customers
in that way. Obviously, however, where
a sports meeting or an agricultural show
Is being held, no facilities are available
for the public to be served in the ordinary
way, where there are chairs and tables,
by means of stewards, and It is thus im-
possible for such a secretary to fulfil the
requirements of the Act. Members will see,
therefore, that if the qualification that a
licensee shall not be permitted to Sell
liquor from any public bar applied only
to licensed premises of the permanent
nature with which we are familiar, such
as hotels, it wvould be possible for sporting
bodies and organisations generally hold-
ing these functions to sell liquor within
th2 terms of the occasional license, if they
happen to be granted one by the Licensing
Court.

This is a Bill which Makes some depart-
ure fromn the existing law. I do not think
anybody can suggest it is unreasonable or
that it is going too far. I agree with the
interjection of the Premier that it is pos-
sible that, for a period, the Licensing Court
would be the recipient of very many
applications; but I am certain that after
that body had laid down a principle or a
course which it intended to follow, there
would not be the great number of applica-
tions that the Premier fears. After all,
particularly at present when money is com-
paratively free, it is simple to get 100 per-
sons to subscribe Ui each. Would the Pre-
mier go so far as to suggest that the
Licensing Act should be tightened up to
prevent there being any more registered
clubs, because it is such a simple procedure
to apply for them within the terms of the
Act?

But members know perfectly well, many
from experience, that it is not aL Matter
of merely not less than 100 persons sub-
scribing Li1 each, but there are all sorts
of other requirements on which the Licens-
iug Court insists. That has become gener-
ally recognised and the court is not inun-
dated with all sorts of what might be called
frivolous applications. I feel that, after
the initial burst in this case, it will be
generally recognised by the public that
some responsible organisation has to be
involved which is celebrating some special

866



[21 November, 1951.]16

ioccasion, and perhaps with the further
-qualification that the proceeds have to be
-directed to certain organisations or bene-
fits.

The Premier: Your Bill does not say
'that.

Mr. GRAHAM: No; but I am saying that
the Licensing Court is a body of reasonable
.and responsible men, and they have applied
'the rather general terms of the Licensing
Act in a responsible way in other direc-
tions in the past and are indeed doing

so0 at present. I would therefore leave this
matter in their hands with every con-
fidence as, indeed, I leave this Bill to the
House. Needless to say, it is entirely a
non-party Bill and is an honest endeavour
-on my part to overcome a situation which
Is fraught with difficulties and causes all
.sorts of unruly scenes and disorderly con-
-duct, of which I have spoken earlier.

It is my desire to see some restraint In
ithese matters and to ensure that there
is some official knowledge and control in
order to prevent a repetition of what has
,occurred. I appeal to members to approach
the Bill in a reasonable and realistic man-
ner, bearing in mind that they are men
of the world and know the wants and
requirements of the people, and that their
experience has probably not been very dif-
ferent from my own In this matter. I
move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

On motion by the Attorney General,
debate adjourned.

BILL-ROYAL VISIT, 1952, SPECIAL
HOLIDAY.
Message.

Message from the Governor received
and read recommending appropriation for
the purposes of the Bill.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOB LABOUR (Hon.
L. Thorn-Toodyay) [5.8] In moving the
second reading said: This Bill provides
for the observance of a special holiday
throughout the State in honour of the
proposed Royal visit next year. Mem-
bers will recall that legislation was passed
in 1948 to authorise the postponement in
1940 of the day usually observed as
Foundation Day, so that a special holi-
day for the proposed visit of Their Ma-
jesties the King and Queen, and Her
Royal Highness the Princess Margaret
could be observed on the first Monday in
June of that year. Unfortunately, the
proposed visit by Their Majesties and
Her Royal. Highness had to be postponed
and subsequently cancelled. We all very
much regret the circumstances which ne-
cessitated the cancellation of Their Ma-
jesties' proposed visit, but we are thank-
ful that His Majesty's health continues
to improve.

The people of Western Australia look
forward to the visit of Her Royal High-
ness the Princess Elizabeth, Duchess of
Edinburgh, and the Duke of Edinburgh
with pleasurable anticipation. Their
Royal Highnesses are assured of a warm
and loyal welcome by the people. They
will arrive at Fremantle on the s.
"Gothic" on Saturday, the 1st March,
1952, and will depart from Kalgoorlie for
Adelaide on Friday, the 7th March. They
will also visit Northam, York and Albany
and probably Busselton during their stay
In this State.

The Government has decided, subject
to parliamentary approval, that it would
be fitting that a general public holiday
be observed on the occasion of the Royal
visit. It is considered that Monday, the
3rd March, would be the most suitable
date for the observance of the holiday
in the metropolitan area, as It would en-
able those people coming from the coun-
try to Perth to witness the Royal pro-
gress on Saturday, the 1st March, stay
over the week-end, and participate in
functions to be held on Monday, the 3rd
March, as well.

The provisions in the Bill have been
made flexible so that different days may
be observed in the various parts of the
State according to the wishes of the
people in those towns which will be
visited, and in the surrounding districts.
It is intended to write to the municipal-
ity or road board at each of the towns
that will be visited by the Royal couple
to ascertain which municipalities and
local authorities will be joining them for
the occasion. A holiday can then be
proclaimed covering those municipalities
and road districts according to the date
on which the Royal visitors will be
present,

The municipalities and road districts
which are not included in the itinerary,
and will not actively participate in the
visit, have presented a problem In regard
to the day to be proclaimed. The most
practical way to get over this problem
will be to write to all such municipalities
and local authorities to find out whether
it is their wish to be given the same holi-
day as people In the metropolitan area,
or whether they would prefer to be in-
cluded with any of the. centres which
the Royal party will visit.

The holiday will be fixed by proclamna-
tion; but if after a particular day is de-
clared it becomes necessary to alter that
day, some other day can be declared by
a subsequent proclamation, or the holi-
day can be cancelled absolutely. Next
year the Labour Day holiday would, in
normal circumstances, be observed on
Monday, the 3rd March. but as this would
clash with the special Royal visit holi-
day, the Employers' Federation and the
State executive of the A.L.P. have agireed
that if Monday, the 3rd March is pro-
claimed a special holiday, Labour Day
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will be observed on
March. Provision has
Bill for the alteration
proclamation. I move

Monday, the 24th
been made in the
of Labour Day by

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

On motion by Mr. W. Hegney, debate
adjourned.

BILLS (2)-RETURNED.

1, Library Board of Western Australia.
With amendments.

2, Eastern Goldfields Transport Board
Act Amendment.

Without amendment.

BILL-FRUIT GROWING INDUSTRY
(TRUST FUND) ACT AMENDMENT.

Message.

message from the Governor received and
read recommending appropriation for the
purposes of the Bill.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (lion. L.
Thorn-Toodyay) [5.151 in moving the
second reading said: The intention of the
Bill is to increase the maximum rate of
contribution to the Fruit Growing Industry
Trust Fund from one half-penny per
bushel to one penny per bushel. Under
the parent Act, a fund was created
for the purpose of f urthering the
interests of the fruit growing industry.
Among other things, the fund is required
to pay the whole or portion of the costs
and expenses of measures taken to Pre-
vent or eradicate pests and diseases affect-
ing fruit trees and their fruit. Provision
is made for the Payment of compensation
to growers in respect of the whole or por-
tion of losses suffered as a result of
measures taken to Prevent or eradicate
pests and diseases, and also for financial
help to the association and its branches in
the carrying out of its activities.

The fund consists of moneys appro-
priated by Parliament, and also contribu-
tions by the growers, at such rate as may
be declared from time to time by the
Minister on the recommendation of the
committee, Provided that the maximum
rate of contribution shall not exceed one
half-penny per bushel. The Act provides
for a committee called the 'Fruit Growing
Industry Trust Fund Committee." It con-
sists of two members nominated by the
Western Australian Fruit Growers' Asso-
ciation, Messrs. J. McNeil Martin (Presi-
dent) and R. C. Owen, M.L.A.. together
with 3 representative of the Department
of Agriculture, Mr. H. R. Powell. Super-
intendent of Horticulture, who is the
chairman.

The actual levy in 1942 when the Act
commenced was one-eighth of a penny per
bushel. It was subsequently increased to

one farthing for 1944-45, and to one half-
penny for 1947-48 onwards. Total con-
tributions since 1942 amount to £27,869,
together with interest on investments of
£897, give a total revenue of £28,766. The
total expenditure up to October this year
amounted to £17,641, which left a balance
of £11,126. For practical purposes the fund
is divided into three sections covering the
kinds of fruit on which levies are paid.
These are apples and pears, citrus, and
stone fruits. The main section is apples.
and pears, and the balance to this section
of the fund amounts to £7,531. The apple
and pear section has contributed most to
the costs of disease and pest eradication.
£1,195 having been received to the end of
1950, and a further payment of £1,000 is
contemplated in the near future, bringing
the total payments to nearly £2,200. This
amount -is approximately 11.5 per cent, of
the total contributions received, which
come to £19,060.

Two large scale outbreaks of codlin moth
*are at present receiving attention, and the
estimated cost for 1951-52 is approximately
£10,000. The trust fund is unable to make
a large contribution towards meeting these
costs, and it is expected that the amount
to be paid will be £.1,000. Treatment of
the present outbreaks will continue for at
least another two years at an annual cost
of £6,000 to £7,000, and new outbreaks may
occur which will need to receive similar
treatment. The average income of the
apple and pear section is £2,592. The pro-
Posed increase in the rate of contribution
is strongly recommended by the Western
Australian Fruit Growers' Association.

It is estimated that the increased rate
will bring in an average amount of £5,000
each year, which will permit of more
adequate reserves being built up in order
to provide, when necessary, some com-
pensation for growers who have been
required to bear the costs of disease
eradication on their orchards. As mem-
bers know, there have been one or two
serious outbreaks of codlin moth. I have
had personal experience of it in South
Australia. and it is a pest that we. in
Western Australia, should make every
effort to eradicate, and not use half
measures.

.Wherever there is an outbreak of the
pest it becomes necessary to deal with the
trees concerned, and also all buildings on
the orchard that could provide some place
where it could increase. It is there-
fore necessary that the Department of
Agriculture should deal effectively with
any outbreaks of codlin moth, and in
order to do that it requires funds. Mem-
bers will note that whenever there is the
slightest indication of an outbreak of
fruit-fly in South Australia the Govern-
ment destroys every orchard concerned to
prevent the dreaded pest frot spreading.
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This Bill, which provides for an increase in
rating, is urgently needed to deal with the
eradication of these pests. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

On motion by Mr. Hoar, debate
adjourned.

BILL-COAL MINE WORKERS
(PENSIONS) ACT AMENDMENT.

Message.

Message from the Governor received and
read recommending appropriation for the
purposes of the Bill.

Second Reading.

THE MINISTER FOR HOUSING (Hon.
G. P. Wild-Dale) [5.21] In moving the
second reading said: This measure has
two main provisions, namely, to include
in the pension scheme a person who uses
not more than one vehicle at any one
Lime under contract with a mineowner-
for convenience I shall refer to him as an
owner-driver-and to increase the Govern-
ment subsidy to the fund from E16.000 to
£24,000 per annum. Last year provision
-was made by amendment to the parent Act
to Include as a "mine worker" a person
employed by a contractor under contract
-with a mineowner. Under that provision
an employee of a contractor was required
to contribute to the fund, and the con-
tractor was responsible for the payment
of the owner's contributions. In some
cases, these contractors engage persons
who own and drive their vehicles under
sub-contract and they become, in effect,
owner-drivers.

Provided an owner-driver under sub-
contract does not employ anyone whilst
using his vehicle in the coalmining indus-
try, the owner-driver is deemed to be a
mine worker and the contractor is respon-
sible for the owner's contributions. The
Act, as amended, provides that if a man
owns only one vehicle he Is brought into
the owner-driver category, and he be-
comes a, mine worker within the meaning
of the Act and makes his contributions as

doohr mine workers, whilst the mine
that employs him directly pays the con-
tributions of the owners. Where the
owner-driver is employed under direct con-
tract, the owner's contributions will be
payable by the owner of the coalmine
for which the owner-driver is working.

The other sections of the Act refer to
the Government subsidy. The year before
last the Government actuary went into the
pension fund and found it would fall far
short of providing the necessary money to
pay pensions to those who were leaving the
industry. Following increases in the
miners' pensions in the Eastern States
last year, the Government agreed to make
similar provision in this State to bring
the miners here into line. The amended

weekly rates of pensions which were pro-
claimed to operate on and from the 2nd
November, 1950, are as follows:-.

From To
£ s. d. £ s.d.

Married in i n e
worker .. 4 17 6 6 0 0

Single mine
worker .. 2 150 3 '7 6

Widow .. ...2 5 0 2 12 6
In the light of these increased rates, those
of mine workers' and owners' contributions
were reviewed and, following advice by the
Government's consulting actuary as to the
additional money required to stabilise the
fund, it was agreed between the Govern-
ment, the combined unions and the mine-
owners to increase the mine workers' con-
tributions from 4s. 4d. to 5s. per week and
the owners' contributions from 10s. 10d.
to 15s. per week in respect of each mine
worker employed. The new rates of con-
tributions were proclaimed to operate from
July of this year. The additional revenue,
however, is now found not to be sufficient,
and in consequence it has become neces-
sary for the Government to make a con-
tribution to the fund.

The Government has obtained actuarial
advice, and as a result it is found neces-
sary that the Government subsidy should
be increased to 124,000 per annum as from
the beginning of the present financial year.
It is probable that owing to the recent
increases in the Commonwealth old age
and invalid pensions it will be necessary
to grant further increases in miner's pen-
sions. Increases in both pensions and
contributions by mine workers and owners
can be approved by proclamation, but it
is necessary to amend the Act to increase
the Government subsidy. Provision, as
I have said, has been made in the Bill
to amend the Government's contribution
to £24,000. If it is necessary for the Gov-
ernment to provide more than that sum,
and this is done by way of the Estimates,
it will be unnecessary to amend the Act
to permit of the increased amount being
paid. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

On motion by Mr. May, debate ad-
journed.

BILL-ACTS AMENDMENT ( FIRE
BRIGADES BOARD AND FIRE

HYDRANTS)I.

Mcss(oge.

Message from the Governor received and
read recommending appropriation for the
puirposes of the Bill.

Seconbd Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon. V.
Doney-Narrogin) [5.38] in moving the
second r acing said: 'ihe aim of this
relatively small measuire is to amend the
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Fire Brigades Act, and at the same time
certain other Acts. The additional Acts are
the Metropolitan Water Supply Act: the
Water Boards Act: the Country Areas
Water Supply Act; the Municipal Corpora-
tions Act; and the Road Districts Act. The
main purpose of the Bill is to resolve a
matter which has been the subject of
numerous deputations and representations
to various Governments from metropolitan
local authorities for the last 20 years, or
thereabouts.

What I am referring to here is the ques-
tion of the financial responsibility for the
installation of fire hydrants on water
mains, wherever there is a gazetted fire
district; but more Particularly the installa-
tion of hydrants in the metropolitan area.
Today fire hydrants are used for fire fight-
ing only, so far as I know, but in the days
before macadamnised roads they were used
for filling wateroarts, watering and road-
making and probably one or two other jobs
as well. In those circumstances it did appear
appropriate that local authorities should
accept the financial responsibility far fire
hydrants. But times have changed and
a hydrant today has little use other than
for fire-fighting purposes.

In recent years, with the rapid expansion
of building in certain residential areas and
the resultant heavy commitments for es-
sential services such as road and pathway
construction and health and sanitary ex-
penditure, some local authorities have been
faced with heavy expenses compared with
those more fortunate bodies whose build-
ing expansion has been along more gradual
lines. in those circumstances the Govern-
ment considered that some more equitable
way of financing the installation of hy-
drants should be found. The Government
is of the opinion that the fairest method
of apportioning the cost of hydrant in-
stallation is to make the Fire Brigades
Board, instead of the local authorities as
in the past, responsible for the full cost,
because under the Fire Brigades Act the
board can recover its expenditure from the
three constituent tributaries in the follow-
ing proportions:-

Insurance companies-Five-ninths.
Local authorities-Two-ninths.
State Governrnent-Two- ninths.

Mr. Marshall: flow much for the insur-
ance companies?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Five-nintha;
that has always been the case. It will
be noted that while the local authorities
will not be entirely relieved of all responsi-
bility for contributing towards the cost of
hydrants, they will, nevertheless, be re-
lieved of seven-ninths of the cost which
has previously fallen upon them. That is
not an inconsiderable amount because a
hydrant today costs in the vicinity of £18
to £22-that, of course, includes the cost
of installation. The more important aspect
from the point of view of those road boards
-and I say "road boards" for the reason
that they are more adversely affected

generally than are the municipal councils:
so far as building expansion is concerned-
which have been faced recently with in-
creasingly heavy commitments, will be that
the cost of hydrant installation, if the
measure is approved, will, like all other fire
brigade expenditure, be spread over all the
local authorities within the metropolitan
area. I understand that the metropolitan
area stretches from South Fremantle to
just beyond Midland junction.

Reference is also made in the Bill to
the date upon which the Fire Brigades
Board will become responsible for hydrant
installation-that is, on and after what
is termed in the Bill as "the proclaimed
day." Due to several factors, not the least
of which is lack of finance and the diffi-
culty of obtaining materials, there is at
present a substantial accumulation of un-
installed fire hydrants which are con-
sidered essential for adequate fire protec-
tion. I think all the hydrants in stock
are held by the Metropolitan Water Supply
Department. I undertsand. too, that the
number that could be installed, if the water
bad been laid on in all cases, would be 531
in the metropolitan area. It is not pro-
posed that the Fire Brigades Board should
accept responsibility for this very large
number which the local authori ties in the
metropolitan area would, or should, have
installed had-water been available.

For Many years past the local authorities
have been responsible for installation and
it has been suggested that these authorities
should be held responsible, even after the
Bill is proclaimed an Act, for those un-
installed hydrants for which the Fire
Brigades Board has issued a notice in ac-
cordance with Section 54 of the statute.
In this connection the Fire Brigades Board
has undertaken that it will not issue any
order for hydrants which were not the
subject of a request to the local authority
concerned prior to the 5th June this year
-that being the date upon which the
Government decided to introduce the pro-
posed amendment now before the House.
The number of hydrants for which notices
have been issued is 296; that, in effect,
means that if the Bill is agreed to the
Fire Brigades Board will be called upon to
meet a leeway of only 235 hydrants in-
stead of 531.

Hon. A. R. G. Hawke: Do those figures
balance?

Mr. Hutchinson' Only just.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I think that
is the right answer. In addition to this
latter number, it is known that many
hydrants will be required in the near future
in areas where water mains are about to
be constructed, such as in new residential
areas. It will be noted that the installa-
tion of fire hydrants, by the Fire Brigades
Board applies only to gazetted fire dis-
tricts. The local authorities will be at
liberty to continue to install hydrants in
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'ungazetted fire districts, that is to say in
country towns where no fire brigades are
established.

A further amendment affects the Bun-
bury Municipal Council which has made
representations to the Fire Brigades Board
to include in the Bunbury fire district an
area which was formerly in the old Bun-
bury Road Board's fire district. The exist-
ing statute provides for the inclusion in
fire districts of areas not formerly por-
tions of fire districts but does not provide
for the inclusion of areas formerly por-
tions of other fire districts. This Bill cures
that small trouble.

Another amendment concerns Section 9
of the Act. The Bill proposes to extend
the term of appointment of members or
the board from a two-year term, as exists
at the moment, to a three-year term and.
in the case of the president of the board.
from a two-year term to an indefinite
period. The longer term of appointment,
it is considered, will enable members to
gain not only a better working knowledge
of the ramifications of the fire-fighting
statute and service, but will also permit of
a more definite and continuing policy. With
the two-year appointment, one-half of the
board-that is five out of the 10 members-
retires each year, but with a three-year
term of appointment, one-third of the
board-that is three members-will retire
each successive year. It is admitted that
members are eligible for re-election, but
the point is that in the event of new
appointments the three-year rotation will
ensure a minimum disturbance of policy.
Those are the principal features or this
legislation and I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

On motion by Hon. J. B. Sleeman, debate
adjourned.

BILL-WORKERS' COMPENSATION
ACT AMENDMENT.

Message.
Message from the Governor received and

read recommending appropriation for the
purposes of the Bill.

Second Reading.

THRE ATTORNEY GENERAL (Hon. A.
V. R. Abbott-Mt. Lawley) [5.451 in mov-
ing the second reading said: As a result
of a, Royal Commission on workers' com-
pensation that had been held in 1948. com-
prehensive amendments to the Workers'
Compensation Act were made. Since that
date, wages have increased by a consider-
able amount but no amendments have been
made relative to the provision of benefits
under the Act. The main purpose of this
Bill, therefore, is to increase the amount
of the benefits paid to workers under the
Act, and also to increase the amount in
the definition of "worker" thereby bring-
ing under the scope of the Act workers

who, as a result of wage increases, would
be shut out under the existing provision.
There are some other amendments which
can be more properly described as ad-
ministrative matters. Some of these I will
deal with in my speech, while others can
appropriately be left till the Committee
stage.

The first proposal with which I wish
to deal is more of an administrative nature
than of policy. It refers to specialists.
Under the Act, provision is made that
medical specialists shall have special fees
allowed to them for treating workers who
are entitled to claim beniefits for medical
attention under the Act. It has been
found difficult to say who is a specialist and
who is not, so a provision is inserted in
this Bill to have a register of specialists
compiled by the Medical Board. As we
know, there are representatives of the
B.M.A. -on the Medical Board, and iL is
composed principally of doctors, so it is
thought it would be a suitable authority
to decide who are specialists and who are
not.

The definition of "a worker" is limited
at present by the provision that if his re-
muneration exceads £750 he is outside the
scope of the Act. It is proposed to raise
that amount to £1,000. At present, there
is no provision in the Act to compensate
workers who are injured while proceeding
from their homes to their place of work,
or who are returning from their place of
work to their homes. A similar provision
was sought to be inserted in the Act in
1948, but another place thought that it
would be more appropriate if it were not
included in the Act, and it was not. But
the Government again seeks to include in
the Act protection for workers when pro-
ceeding to and from their places of em-
ployment.

Mr. Marshall: It has been proposed
several times since 1925. but on each oc-
casion the Upper House defeated it.

The ATITORNEY GENERAL: One of the
most difficult decisions to reach at present,
relative to whether or not a worker is en-
titled to compensation, is when he has
suffered a hernia and it has to be decided
whether it arose out of or In the course of
his employment. From medical advice, I
understand that unless a hernia is exam-
ined shortly after it occurs, it is almost
Impossible to decide whether it has arisen
out of a particular accident or not. As
the onus is on the worker to establish his
claim, this has proved a great disadvantage
to him inasmuch as on occasions no exam-
ination has been made immediately after
the worker has suffered pain, and as a
result of that he has found it impossible
to prove that the hernia arose out of an
accident which he subsequently thought it
did.

This is an attempt to emphasise the
necessity for a worker, in the interests of
justice, being examined as soon as pos-
sible after an accident occurs, So it is
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provided that he shall seek medical advice
within 72 hours after the accident takes
place and from which he suffers the hernia.
But there is a provision that if for any
good reason he does not do so, and that is
the opinion of the board, it can disregard
the necessity for this examination. The
1948 Act provided that the expenses of the
board that is set up under its provisions
should not exceed £8,000 in any one year.
As members all know, expense ratios have
indreased considerably since 1948 and will
probably increase more.

Mr. W. Hegney: You would not think
that to look at the lump sum payment you
are offering.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I do not
know so much about that. However, it
has been decided that provision can be
made by regulation from time to time to
increase these expenses. I now come to
the benefits payable under the First
Schedule. The first one with which I
want to deal is the amount payable to
dependants upon the death of a worker.
The present provision is for £1I,000, plus
£25 for each dependent child, and the
amount has been increased to £1,250 for
the dependant, an increase of £250, and
£50 for each dependent child, an increase
of £25. There is provision now for a de-
pendent wife, parent, or adult standing
in the place of a parent, to receive £l per
week, and that has been increased by 50
per cent. to £1 10s. The maximum amount
of compensation that may be payable on
a weekly basis at present is £6 per week,
and that has been increased to £8 a week?

Mr. W. Hegney: BHow long ago was that
Bill drafted?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Not so
long ago. It compares miore than favour-
ably with those of the Eastern States.
There are some States that are higher, but
on the whole it is an average.

Mr. Lawrence: It is not consistent with
the rise in the basic wage.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: That may
be so; I cannot argue that. But these pro-
visions are quite comparable with those in
some Acts in other States, and Western
Australia cannot do more than that. There
is a provision that the amount provided
for funeral expenses, Including cemetery
and board charges, shall be £40 instead of
£30.

Mr. W. Hegney: The cost of dying has
gone up as well as the cost of living!3

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: I suppose
it has: the cost of living has, anyway. The
worker is entitled to out-of-pocket ex-
penses when he is required to travel to hos-
pital for treatment. At present, he re-
ceives 10s., with a maximum of £3. Under
the proposed amendment, he will receive
13s. with a maximum of £4. There is pro-
vision in the Act at present, in Section 11,
which, to my way of thinking, is net at all
a proper provision; that is, that the board
may advise either party in connection with

any matter. The State Insurance Office
has found that to be a most difficult pro-
vision, because it is hardly fair on the
office, in my opinion, to go to the presi-
dent of the board concerning a matter
that will subsequently have to be decided
judicially, and ask his advice. I think
most members will agree that that is
wrong.

Mr. W. Hegney: To which section are
you referring?

The ATTORNEY GENERAL: Section 11.
The hon. member will find that the board
may advise any person in relation to any
matter relating to the Act; it can also con-
ciliate between parties. I think it is
wrong that a State instrumentality can
go to the president of a judicial body, seek
advice and then go to the worker and say,
"4We have got advice from the president
of the board, there is a legal problem and
you are out of court, and we do not pro-
pose to do anything." The amendment
proposes to substitute the word "regis-
trar". A registrar is similar to a clerk of
courts, and he will be there to give advice
to the parties and also to assist in bringing
about a settlement, if he can. If he can-
not, then the board will have the problem
presented to it in an unbiassed manner.
The second schedule is to be amended to
increase the total maximum amount pay-
able from £1,250 to £1,500, and the bene-
fits will be increased proportionately, re-
presenting an increase of 20 per cent.

I do not think that any member would
wish that a worker who was injured in
the course of his employment should
not receive as much compensation as pos-
sible. On the other hand, those occupy-
ing responsible positions must ensure that
the conditions of industry in this State
are comparable with those in other States.
It is the belief of the Government that,
by proposing these increases, both those
conditions will have been met. The in-
creases will entail a considerable charge
on industry and the amounts compare
favourably with those provided in the
other States. I move-

That the Bill be now read a second
time.

on motion by Mr. W. Hegney, debate
adjourned.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1951-52.
In Committee of Supply.

Debate resumed from the previous day
on the Treasurer's Financial Statement
and on the Annual Estimates, Mr. Per-
kins in the Chair.

Vote-Legislative Council, £ 4,955:

MR. HOAR (Warren) [6.2]: I am In-
clined to think that the Premier must
have had a rather anxious time when
he sat down to prepare his speech on
the Budget. I think I remember him say-
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ing that he was, indeed, a very worried
man, because of the circumstances of
rising costs confronting most Govern-
ments.

Mr. 3. Hegney: He looked worried.
Mr. HOAR: However, I believe that niot

only from the point of view of the State
Government but also that of the Com-
monwealth Government, much of the rise
in costs has resulted from, bad political
administration. I feel that quite a good
deal of the rising costs could have been
held in check had we had in power, both
in the State and in the Commonwealth
spheres for the last couple of years at
any rate, Governments prepared to face
up to the real issues instead of tinker-
ing around with political expediencies,
more especially as they have been
directed to the end of placating certain
large vested interests which, we all know,
subscribe large sums of money to the
Liberal Party whenever an election is
pending.

The Premier: Oh, no!
Mr. HOAR: Consequently, when such

a Government obtains power or even of-
flee, it must bow the knee to a great ex-
tent to the requirements of that group
pressure. I believe that quite a lot of
the rising costs structure in this State
and the inflationary trend can be traced
over the last four years to the fact that
we have not been able to control prices
in this State.

From a financial point of view, the
Premier has received a better deal than
probably any of his predecessors in the
history of Responsible Government. We
have learned from his statement that
the actual revenue received in 1950-51
was £28,158,000. The State revenue
raised during that period was only
£15,958,000. The Commonwealth, there-
fore, had to find no less a sum than
£E13,015,000 in all. A proportion of
this sum, namely, £817,000, was used to
finance a deficit of some two years' stand-
ing, but the Premier has been enabled to
carry forward for the purposes of Govern-
ment and administration into the new
year a sum of £12,198,000.

Our normal entitlement by way of tax
reimbursement was £7,176,000, which, in
my opinion, constitutes most favoured
treatment, because it is at least £1,500,000
more than we were actually entitled to re-
ceive under the agreement with the Com-
monwealth based on a population-area
basis. Even though we were able to obtain
that large sum of money, it was still not
sufficient to carry on the affairs of this
State. The Premier found himself so hard
pressed that he had to make further and
constant appeals to the Commonwealth
Government-in fact, he had to beg-for
additional relief to put his finances in
order. Consequently he was able to obtain,
apart from this generous treatment, a spe-
cial grant of no less than £5,839,000, so,

all told, the Government has received for
that financial year something likez
£C7,000,000 more than it was entitled to re-
ceive under the agreement to which I have-
made reference.

I do not know of any other Government-
that has received, or even hoped to receive,
such favoured treatment. As a result, the
Premier, over the last four years, has been
able to make quite a good fellow of himself.
He came into office with his team in March,
1947, not believing for one moment. I1 am
sure, that he had any hope of winning that.
evection, but he and his team and offsiders
of the Country Party were able on that.
occasion to offer such a wonderful array
of promises that the People fell for them,
they having only just recently suffered
some six years of war and the privations
and difficulties associated with the internal
economy of the State following the war.

The promises made such a wonderful
impression on the public mind that it was,
decided to give a Coalition Government a
trial. Even when the Government took
office, nobody anticipated that such a large
sum of money would be made available to
the State, and this has enabled the Premier
to play Santa Claus to almost every road
board, hospital board and other organisa-
tion requiring money for local district de-
velopment, for water supplies, railways,
and transport generally. in fact, he had
such a fund of money at his disposal that,
only in the last few weeks has he had to
refuse anybody who put up a request
within reason.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: 4He is a lucky
Premier.

Mi'. HOAR: I think he is the luckiest
Premier this State ever had.

The Premier: The luckiest or the best?

Mr. HOAR: I said luckiest, and I should
like "Hansard" to make a special note of
that. Now, however, we see a change in
the policy of the Liberal Party itself. A
few days ago it struck me as being strange
to read in "The West Australian" the re-
port of the annual meeting of the Federal
Council of the Liberal Party held in Can-
berra. The conference accepted five broad
principles that were to be observed in giv-
ing effect to the main resolutions. There
is only one of these principles in which I
am interested at the moment, and it has>
a direct bearing on the future finances of
the State because, if that becomes the
policy of the Government, it will definitely
cut right across the present agreement on
a population-area basis, which is so satis-
factory to this State.

We in Western Australia cannot hiope to
raise sufficient money by taxation methods
from our own people to pay the cost of
Government and adminstration, and it was
not until the previous Labour Government
cam., to a special arrangement with the
Commonwealth that we were able to have
this favoured treatment meted out to us,
which means, in effect, that the richer
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States of the Commonwealth make some
contribution towards the development of
Western Australia. If the principle, which
has been accepted by the conference of the
Liberal Party, becomes, in fact, the party's
policy, this State will suffer tremendously.
This principle reads as follows-

Limitation of fields of taxation,
Commonwealth and States,. on the
principle of each being responsible for
the collection of revenue to meet its
own expenditure.

That is the considered opinion of the
Liberal Conference, which was Common-
wealth-wide in its representation. On that
conference was one of our Federal mem-
bers. Mr, Freeth. M.H.R., and I have seen
no objection raised by him or anyone else
to such a resolution, which could only be
harmful to the State and cause the present
Treasuirer or any other Treasurer a tre-
mendous amount of heartburning if it ever
became accepted as Liberal Party policy.

We can see the origin of that resolution.
It has come from a conference dominated
mainly by representatives of the richer
States of the Commonwealth who, for
years. have objected to Western Australia
as a claimant State receiving some of their
funds. This is the first move.

The Premier: I do not think they have.
You mean the funds received from the
Grants Commission?

Mr. HOAR: The richer States considered
it to be to their disadvantage to be in any
way associated with an agreement that
enabled Westeri? Australia to receive this
favoured treatment on a, population-area
basis.

The Premier: I do not think so.
Mr. HOAR: I do.
The Premier: No.
Mr. HOAR: I have seen references in

Eastern States papers on so many oc-
casions during recent years that I believe
there is something in my contention, and
those influences today are seeking to sway
the Liberal Party, which is in control at
Canberra, through the executive of the
conference. This is the first move made
to burst that agreement right open.

The Premier: They recognise the need
for the Grants Commission. They have
not objected to the distribution of the
petrol tax.

Mr. HOAR: Is the Premier p repared to
state publicly that he disagrees with this
principle laid down by the Canberra con-
ference?

The Premier: I certainly disagree with
,any principle that would deprive us of the
special assistance granted to under-popu-
lated States,

Mr. HOAR: In that event the very best
service the Premier could render the State
would be to get into touch with the people
who were responsible for convening the

conference-the Liberal Party now repre-
sented in the Government of the Common-
wealth-and make the wishes of this State
absolutely clear and definite.

The Premier: I shall do that at the Pre-
miers' Conference.

MLr. HOAR: This decision of a Liberal
conference representative of all the States
could well become the policy of the Liberal
Party throughout the Commonwealth, and
this is the time to put a stop to any move
in that direction. I hope the Premier's
influence inside his Party, State and
Federal, would be strong enough to do for
tills State all that is necessary in that
direction.

Silting suispended from 6.15 to 7.30 P.M.

Mr. HOAR: Before the tea suspension
I was referring to the good fortune that
had come to the Premier and the Govern-
ment of this State over the last four years
in the matter of finance. Further to that,
I made a brief quotation from a recent
conference of the Liberal Party in Can-
berra. which, if implemented, would cut
completely across the favourable agreement
that we now have between the State and
Commonwealth on a population-area basis.
I do not give that as a main rea-
son why the Prcmier should feel
alarmed at the drab future prospects
or receiving substantial financial aid,
but I do use it as a pointer to what is
taking place within the ranks of the Liberal
Party today, and as an illustration of
something which would have a harmful
eff ect on the affairs and future of this
State if it became general policy.

The real reason why the Premier should
take heed-and why he is to some extent
worried today-lies in the complete altera-
tion in Commonwealth financial policy.
which will have a damaging effect on this
State's finances. This restrictive financial
policy of the Commonwealth Government
will, if continued in its present form, be
well nigh disastrous in its effects on the
States of the Commonwealth. and parti-
cularly the poorer States. It is not only
as to Mr. Menzies' proposal to restrict
credit issues and completely deny the
right of the Commonwealth Bank to issue
credit in respect of secondhand articles, or
as to the general financial policy of his
Government that I am critical, but rather
as to the taxation proposals which, in my
opinion, will simply tax our people into
a state of poverty. It is proposed that
sales tax shall be raised from 84 per cent.
to 12J per cent-that is the general tax-
with an increase from 20 per cent, to 66
2/3rd per cent, on the less necessary goods.

[Mr. Hill took the Chair.]

The Premier: I will tell you about the
effect of taxation on prices when I reply to
the motion of the member for Murchison.

Mr. HOAR: If anything I say at this
stage will encourage the Premier to give
the Chamber information on matters such
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as that I shall be very pleased, because
it seems to me that the Commonwealth
Government intends to increase income
tax, company tax and sales tax. In every
conceivable way the present financial
policy of the Commonwealth Government
tends to raise prices In the community so
high that the existing wage system will
soon not be able to cope with them. Such a
policy must have a very damaging effect
on State finances and I do not think it is
a very courageous way of settling the prob-
lemi with which most countries of the
world are now faced. We cannot solve that
problem by increasing the Price of goods
by from 20 per cent. to 66 2/3rd per cent.
because that simply creates a situation
where-based on the present wage system
-large quantities of goods are produced
on the one hand and the People, on the
other hand, become reluctant to buy them.

That state of affairs can be seen in Aus-
tralia today in the case of the clothing in-
dustry. Within the last couple of days I
read in the "Daily News" a report from
Melbourne stating that the worst slump
since 1939 had hit the clothing industry.
The report said that the drop in tbe~ de-
mand for men's clothing in recent months
had alarmed Melbourne tailors and retail
stores, and that In many tailoring work-
rooms workers had been dismissed. It was
further stated that the demand for men's
suits was the lowest since the post-war
inflation spree started and that the tax
provisions of the Federal Budget were
blamed for that situation. That is another
pointer-a straw in the wind-as to what
can occur when a Government seeks to
take away from the community more
money than the people can afford to give.
We know what the next step will be if
this policy is Pursued.

The furniture trade will be the next to
be hit-it always is-and just as men have
already been put out of the clothing in-
dustry as the result of this policy will
others be dismissed from the furniture
trade. That will be followed by dismissals
from the building industry and then, be-
cause there will be less money circulating
in the community, less food will be bought,
and the result will be a rapid drift into a
situation where we will have an unem-
ployment Problem due entirely to the fact
that the Commonwealth Government to-
day is not sufficiently courageous to stand
up to its obligations and have a true ap-
preciation of the world situation and the
Australian situation.

The Premier: It has shown a true ap-
preciation of the world situation.

Mr. HOAR: In what regard?
The Premier: In numerous ways.

Mr. HOAR: In what way?

The Premier: I told You something about
the difficulties of defence which some of
you belittled.

Mr. HOAR: I do not belittle defence be-
cause I realise the necessity for it, but I see
no necessity, when we are providing for
defence by direct taxation, for the Federal
Treasury to seek a profit of C114,O00000
in addition, because that is taking from the
community money that it cannot afford to
give, while at the same time Imposing per-
nicious forms of taxation such as sales tax.

The Premier: That policy has kept the
Federal Treasurer off the loan market.

Mr. HOAR: I do not agree that we can
solve the economic probleii on inflation
by raising the price of goods, and that is
what the Commonwealth Government's
policy is doing. It is leaving the people
with less money than they previously had
with which to pay for goods. Does the
Premier think that is a fair and proper
way of solving the problem of inflation?

Mr. Yates: What is your solution for it?
Mr. HOAR: I have a solution, but I

prefer to give it in my own time. My point
at the moment is that the finances of this
State are dependent of the generosity of
a Government which does not appreciate
the true situation in Australia.

Mr. Yates; It appreciates the position all
right.I

Mr. HOAR: It does not. It cannot pos-
sibly continue, for any length of time, to
get money through a policy such as has
now been enunciated. It is not economic-
ally possible. That Policy cannot be car-
ried beyond a certain distance by way of
sales tax and indirect taxation generally
and in the form of customs dues and so on,
without creating a situation in which the
people will not have sufficient money to
buy the goods that are on the market.
That is the road upon which we have now
set our feet as the result of the Common-
wealth's recently announced policy. I do
not believe that any member, if he really
gives the matter thought, can deny what
I have said.

I want to know whether the Liberal-
Country Party Government in this State
has, since it has been in office, done all it
could to economise in the spending of the
money that has been made available from
Commonwealth sources. When T refer
to economy in the spending of money. I
do not mean cutting down expenditure on
important works; I refer to keeping the
value in the pound to an extent that will
give us the best value for the money we
outlay on public undertakings. Though it
may have been overlooked. I think
it is well known that on the 1st
July, 1939, just before the recent war
started, the basic wage was £4 2s. 2d., and
on the Ist July, 1945, at the close of the
war, it was £5 Os. id.. giving an increase
of only i~s. lid, for that period.

In the two years following the cessation
of hostilities, during which period the
Labour Government was in office for about
18 months, the basic wage rose, on the
1st July, 1947, to £5 7s. 10d., which was
an increase of 7s. 9d. That was the in-
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crease up till the time when the Labour
Government was defeated, yet from the 1st
July, 1947, wh-n the present Government
came into office, the basic wage has risen
to the present figure of £10 5s. 8d.. an
increase of £4 17s. l0d. One is conse-
quently entitled to ask whether this Gov-
ernment, since it has been in office. has
done all it could and should have dune to
keep the prices of commodities in this State
down to a reasonable level?

The Minister for Works: How do those
increases compare with the corresponding
figures in other States?

Mr. HOAR:. Until recently Western
Australia suffered the greatest increase in
the "'C" series index system but since then
there has been a slight balance in our
favour.

Mr. Hutchinson:, Have there been com-
parative increases in members' salaries?

Mr. HOAR: I might say the wrong thing
if I replied to that. This £4 17s. l0d. in-
crease in the basic wage since the present
Government came into office represents to
a considerable degree, I believe, the extent
to which this Government has been unable
to control prices.

The Minister for Works: And every other
State Government.

Mr. HOAR: I do not know the differ-
ence in the wage structure of other States.
I am speaking of this State. But when
the Minister speaks of other State Govern-
ments I can connect them up with
Western Australia quite easily because it
was a Liberal-Country Party Government,
or the Tory interests who, by their pro-
paganda, induced the people to vote
against the referendum. This resulted in
prices control being taken out of the hands
,of the Commonwealth and placed under
the jurisdiction of six separate State Gov-
ernments, who had no chance of keeping
any unanimity between them. This Gov-
ernment and all other Liberal Governments
are responsible-I do not know to what
degree-for this large rise of £4 I9s. 10d. in
the basic wage.

The policy of Liberal Governments
throughout the Commonwealth and of this
Government in particular, has forced a
rise in the basic wage to such an extent
that we have an inflationary problem on
our hands which, at this stage, appears to
be well-nigh insurmountable. That is the
'reason why the Treasurer of this State
needed such a large sum of additional
money from the Commonwealth in order
to remedy the eff ects of the mal-
administration of his Government.'

Mr. Griffith: Tell us something about
New South Wales and Queensland.

Mr. Rodoreda: Why do you want to
know about New South Wales?

Mr. HOAR: The hon. member can tell
uLs about New South Wales; I know noth-
ing about it. I am speaking on this
State's Estimates. If the member for

Canning desires to talk about New South
Wales he can do so. I do not mind his
doing that in the least, but I am giving
my opinion as to why inflation is getting
out of hand in Western Australia.

The Minister for Works: For the same
reason it is getting out of hand in every
other State; New South Wales in par-
ticular.

Mr. HOAR: I think the Minister for
Works will agree with me that one of the
reasons why the referendum on prices
control was defeated was because of the
propaganda that was issued by the Liberal
and Country Party Governments.

The Minister for Works: It was not so
effective in the last campaign.

Mr. HOAR: That may be so, but when
we had an economy in 1948 that was
recognised all over the world for its
stability it was destroyed in a flash be-
cause prices control wvas handed over to
the Statb Governments.

The Premier: It was not: prices were
rising then.

Mr. HOAR: They were not. A rise in
prices does not follow a rise in wages;
wages are always lagging behind prices,
as the Premier knows. The terrific rise
in the basic wage during the last two
years in this State has been due to the
fact that the Prices Branch has not been
efficiently controlled by the Minister in
charge, the reason being that the Govern-
ment is afraid of offending too many big
business People if it interferes, It is
purely a Political set-UP. The recent pro-
posals contained in the Commonwealth
Budget will do exactly the same thing and
will force the people of Australia into
poverty within the next two years, and
these proposals have been introduced
merely because of the pressure of large
business and financial interests in this
country.

The Premier: You are not suggesting
that the Budget is not hitting the big
business people very hard, are you?

Mr. HOAR: Not at all but, If it -is de-
signed to impose excessive taxation on the
people, it should be imposed on people
with excessive incomes. With the large
increasis in the sales tax It, is hitting the
housewife, the woman who has to keep her
family on the basic wage, and those are
the families which the Commonwealth
Treasurer is hitting harder than anybody
else.

if a sales tax ranging from 8J per cent.
to 12 per cent, is placed on an article,
what difference does that make to a person
in receipt of an income ranging from, say.
£3,000 to £5.000? A person on such an
income could more easily afford to pay
probably three or four times that amount
than could a man on the basic wage, but
the sales tax is exactly the same for every
taxpayer. That is the unfair part of these

876



(21 November, 1951.187

proposals. It Is not fair that any Govern-
ment should extract money from the
community even in the interests of pre-
serving the stability of the nation in a
manner such as that. If the Premier in
his reply can point to where I am wrong
in my assessment of the situation then I
will be glad to hear from him.

Mr. Yates: If we return to a 44-hur
hour week It might help.

Mr. HOAR: We have heard that argu-
ment before.

Mr. Yates: It will not make the posh-
tion any worse, will it?

Mr. HOAR: One can see such remarks
appearing on the advertisements for the
14th Security Loan or. whenever a mem-ber on the opposite side of the House rises
to his feet there is always the cry: "Pro-
duce more! Consume less! Save more!"
If anyone can tell me there is anything
more idiotic than statements such as that
I1 would like to hear them. We know it is
a fact that the Commonwealth Govern-
ment is assisting to put people out of in-
dustry today, especially those in the wool-
len industry that I have just mentioned.
Will members tell me that this policy of
Increased sales tax, apart from the in-
creases in other taxes, will encourage the
woollen industry to produce more suits,
if the people today have not enough
money to pay for the articles already in
the shops? Do members mean to tell me
that an increase in production is going
to solve the problem of inflation in this
country, when the goods already in exist-
ence are becoming harder to sell.

Mr. Yates: There must be higher pro-
duction.

Mr. HOAR: We must have that market
and the Federal policy is destroying it.

Mr. Ackland: In your advocacy of price
control, would you tie up the direction of
labour and peg wages?

Mr. HOAR: If I had my way I would
peg everything for a period until somebody
had a chance of ascertaining how it was
working out, because at the moment we
are only stumbling along in the dark.

Mr. J. Hegney: If you peg prices, you
automatically peg wages.

Mr. HOAR: I would peg everything.
Because the Commonwealth Government
is insistent on furthering its policy the
Premier has been ordered to prune his
public works programme and his expendi-
ture generally. That is true because we
have seen the figures that appeared in the
Press today and have heard the Premier
speak on the subject. The continuance
of that policy will have a harmful effect
in the long run on home building in this
State.

I asked some questions In the House
the other day concerning the effect of the
Commonwealth financial policy on the

Commonwealth-State rental home scheme,
on home building generally, and on the
purchase of second-hand homes, and
whether if such a policy did have an ad-
verse effect, the Premier would give con-
sideration to using the resources of the
State and the Rural and Industries Bank
to an increasing extent to assist our people
to obtain homes. The Premier repied and
admitted that it would have an adverse
effect and any restrictions of funds would
also affect the Rural and Industries Bank
borrowings. Last night the Minister for
Housing introduced a Bill which proposed
that the State Housing Commission should
revert to the system of building houses
based on the old workers' homes principle,
I believe that was inspired as a result of
Commonwealth policy, because the Gov-
erment knows that today is cannot de-
pend on the Commonwealth much longer
for further moneys.

I would like to know what is the finan-
cial position of the Rural and Industries
Bank at the moment, because I do not
think it is in a position to relieve the in-
creased financial burden of this State
without some outside assistance. A little
while ago we passed an amendment to the
Rural and Industries Bank Act in order
that the bank might make available small
loans to enable people to purchase re-
frigerators and other articles of a similar
nature. I would like to know the extent
of the business it has done In that direc-
tion. I do not think it has done any be-
cause it has not sufficient money behind it.

How does the Minister for Housing in-
tend to carry on a Programme of home-
building in this State when he has not
sufficient money to implement it? Can
the Premier tell me that? Let us have a
practical solution to these things. will
the Commonwealth Government finance
this State in its home-building programme
once it breaks away from the Common-
wealth-State rental homes scheme?

The Premier: We will get the money
for housing; of course we will!

Mr. HOAR: Where?
The Premier: Through the Loan Coun-

cil.
Mr. HOAR: And will that go through

the Rural Bank channels?
The Premier: No.
Mr. HOAR: It will not?
The Premier: No. It will come into our

ordinary loan programme. The reason
why we intend building homes under the
old workers' homes principle is because it
is in accord with our policy-Homes. for
sale and not for rental."

Mr. HOAR: That is so, but will not
that scheme be financed through the Rural
Bank?

The Premier: No.
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Mr. HOAR: Well, it ought to be; that
is the State's bank, and if any institution
is to make a profit, whether it be large
or small, it should be the Rural and In-
dustries Bank.

The Premier: It will be part of our Loan
programme.

Mr. HOAR: I disagree with the Premier;
that is another weakness that this Gov-
ernment has. It follows a policy that has
repercussions on the State's finances. That
is why the Commonwealth Government
has now decided to abandon its policy in
regard to subsidies. That is another mis-
take these days, because I do not altogether
approve of subsidies insofar as they
bolster uneconomic industries. That is
not a fair proposition at all, but when
there is a national emergency subsidies
are the only alternative to a system of
taxation that will impoverish the people.

The Premier: The Commonwealth Gov-
ernment is paying out millions in subsi-
dies now.

Mr. HOAR: It has paid millions, but
over the last 12 months it has told
us that it intends to stop them. What
sort of trouble did the Premier get into
over butterfat? Was not that a question
of subsidy?

The Premier: Yes, we get £16,800,000 In
subsidy.

Mr. HOAR: That is so, but it is due to
expire next year.

The Premier: We will wait for that.
Mr. HOAR: That Is a question of sub-

sidy.
The Premier: What about the subsidies

on tea and stock food?
Mr. HOAR: That makes no difference to

me. The Premier is not going to turn
me away from the butterfat question.

Mr. Yates: The subsidy is still being
paid.

The Premier: To the extent of
£16800,000.

Mr. HOAR: The point is this: The Com-
monwealth is only as strong as the States
are weak, and if the Premier had taken
action on the butterfat question he would
have saved a lot of trouble.

The Premier: I saved your butterfat
producers.

Mr. HOAR: The policy of the Premier
on that occasion caused the price of butter-
fat to be raised to such an extent that
it will put shillings on to the basic wage.
Is that a solution for inflation?

The Premier: That is sheer nonsense!
Mr. HOAR: It is not nonsense. That

is what has already occurred. It must
have put shillings on to the basic wage
and that has occurred because of the
failure of this State to join New South
Wales, Queensland and Victoria for the
purpose of putting up a united front to
the Commonwealth on the butterfat sub-
sidy issue.

The Premier: I kept your dairy farmers
on their properties, or rather the Govern-
ment did.

Mr. HOAR: It is no use saying the
Commonwealth Government would be
adamant and would refuse to break down
its policy, because it has broken it down
with respect to stock feed. If a united
front'had been presented to the Common-
wealth, its policy of subsidies would have
prevailed.

The Premier: You are well off the beaten
track.

Mr. HOAR: The Premier has to decide
whether he wants to keep prices down and
eventually handle the inflationary trend.
or else allow cost increases to be included
in the local price structure and so bolster
up inflation. The Premier's attitude, as is
that of the Prime Minister, Is to cause
further inflation by allowing all costs of
industry to be included in prices. The
alternative of that is-

Mr. Grayden: To shut everything down.
Mr. HOAR: -to keep the price structure

such that the wage system will meet it
adequately. We cannot do that today. To
whatever extent the Premier or the Prime
Minister is responsible for their heads being
put together with the idea of sabotaging
the subsidy system, both ale equally re-
sponsible for the inflationary trend. I do
not care how the Premier may argue or
how he may endeavour to get out of it.
He has only those two alternatives. He
must keep prices down by subsidies or allow
prices to go up and be absorbed in the
cost of industry.

The Premier has made his choice and
the basic wage has risen by £4 17s. 10d.
during the last four years of his adminis-
tration. To that extent the Gove-nrnent
Is responsible for the large amount of
money that is required from the Common-
wealth Government to pay for its mal-
adminstration within the State. As re-
gards subsidies, the Prime Minister says
he will refuse to subsidise any further as
a general practice. For a noted exponent
of the existing anti-social financial system
that never provides sufficient money to pay
the price of goods on the market, hie has
no alternative but to reduce the living
standards of the people. That is the cure
he has for the inflation largely brought
about by bad adminstration.

The Commonwealth Government does not
want price control to be instituted. it
refuses to hold a referendum of the people
on the question because it knows it would
have to accept responsibility for price con-
trol throughout the Commonwealth. In
proof of that, I have a cutting which sets
out some remarks by Senator Spooner, the
Federal Minister for National Development.
In the course of his remarks, the Minister
said-

He did not think the Government
would be prepared to call a meeting of
Prices Minsters to arrange uniform

878



[21 November, 1951.] 7

control of prices, and that price con-
trol was driving out of existence some
foodstuffs and basic materials in Aus-
tralia. Butter production had been
saved by exponents of price control
forgoing their principles.

What a silly thing for a responsible
Minister to say!I Can any member beat
that? It proves conclusively that the Com-
monwealth Government. or a responsible
Federal Minister who has the confidence
of the Commonwealth Government, does
not think there will be any attempt on its
behalf to arrange a conference of State
Prices Ministers to secure unanimity.
Someone suggested a little while ago that
I might try to offer some solution.

Mr. Yates: I hope it will be a good one.
Mr. HOAR: I remember the Premier say-

ing, when dealing with the Budget, that it
was easy to criticise but very difficult to
do anything about it in a constructive way.
What I am going to deal with is an idea
of my own. I do not care much whether
it is torn to shreds, so long as it gets
someone thinking. If it does that, I shall
be satisfied. It is to carry on further the
principle of subsidies, which I think be-
comes necessary in a state of emergency
such as we are living in today.

I do not say this is the only alternative
because the ultimate solution for the world,
sooner or later-it may not come in our
Lime or in that of our children-must be
socialism. Until we reach that stage, we
must compromise as much as we can in
order to keep our anti-social system work-
ing as well as possible. I do not believe
in that idea at all, but I say we have to
continue with the present system, to which
I am heartily opposed. We ought at this
stage, instead of following the policy that
imposes additional charges on industry by
way of sales tax, customs duty, company
tax, and so on, subsidise a reduction in
prices.

The Premier: But today the Common-
wealth is subsidising many items to the
extent of many millions of pounds.

Mr. HOAR: The Premier misunder-
stands me. I am not talking about sub-
sidies to the cost of production but of
subsidising a reduction in prices.

Mr. Grayden: Which comes out of taxes,
and they in turn come out of the pockets
of the people in the long run.

Mr. HOAR: My idea is that the subsidy
should not come out of taxation because
that would defeat its own purpose.

The Premier: Where would it come from?
Mr. HOAR: It would be added to the

national debt.
The Premier: Up the show would go,

and we would have inflation with a ven-
geance.

Mr. HOAR: Not at all.
Mr. Grayden: That would represent the

greatest inflationary trend of the lot.

Mr. Yates: The member for Murchison
would not agree.

Mr. HOAR: That is what I suggest.
The Premier: I have lost faith in you.
Mr. HOAR: Wait a minute!
The Premier: We are always willing to

listen to you.
Mr. HOAR: I am grateful to the Premier.

My idea is that the purpose desired would
be defeated if the cost were taken out of
current taxation. The day will inevitably
come when that portion of our national
debt which we owe to ourselves will be
written off.

Hon. E. Nulsen: Of course it will.
Mr. HOAR: There is no need for us

to pay ourselves back money we owe to
ourselves.

Mr. Grayden: You say that people who
have contributed to the war loans should
not be paid?

Mr. HOAR: If the member for Nedlands
has not spoken to the debate, I shall be
glad to hear his views.

The Premier: But he has spoken.
Mr. HOAR: There are some members

who speak only by way of interjections,
and I think that is a great pity because
they might have some contribution to
make to the solution of these problems.

Mr. May: Do not let them put you off.
Mr. HOAR: They will not do that. If

at present we bad a system whereby the
Government in power had the courage to
do what I suggest-

The Premier: Thank God, we have not!

Mr. HOAR: The Premier will not let
me speak for two seconds. If we had a
Government that would face up to the
situation as I have suggested, it would
cost many millions but this would be
the result: At the end of three months
of subsidising a reduction in prices, the
cost to industry would be correspondingly
less.

Mr. Marshall: That is the Point.
Mr. HOAR: And the basic wage would

come down-
The Premier: Through bank credit?
Mr. HOAR: -instead of spiralling

upwards.
The Premier:. But, through bank credit?
Mr. HOAR: Yes.
Mr. Grayden: And the effect would be

highly inflationary.
Mr. HOAR: I have lived on bank credit

ever since I came to this country.
Hon. E. Nulsen: So have we all.

The Premier: But that is a different
type of credit.
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Mr. HOAR: We do not want any more
service than hank credit, but it would be
backed by the real wealth of the country.

Mr. Oldfleld: What would you regard
as the real wealth of the country?

Mr. HOAR: The railways, bridges,
roads, schools, goods and services--these
make up our credit.

Mr. Oldfleld: I agree with you, but-
Mr. HOAR: Would it not be a simple

matter for the hon. member to change
over from the existing anti-socialist ideas
and base the credit issue on the real
wealth of the country?

Mr. Marshall: That is the point.
The Premier: The banks are doing it

for you.
Mr. HOAR: When we issue money to

,ourselves, so long as it passes through in-
dustrial channels it can be written off
immediately It has achieved its objective.

Mr. Bovell. That is what Hitler tried
and he did not finish up very Well.

Mr. HOAR: If the Premier carried out
my proposal, it would help him to solve
the situation where he would have se-
cured a reduction in east. At the end of
three months, because the cost to indus-
try would be so much less, the Arbitra-
tion Court would reduce wages accord-
ingly. In the following three months, be-
cause costs would be so much lower
again, naturally wages would still be re-
duced and we would have a new social
system.

The Premier: That would be quite easy.
Mr. HOAR: The Premier would see a

great deal of work in return for the
policy.

Mr. Yates: How long would the sub-
sidy continue?

Mr. HOAR: Until the Government felt
it desirable to cease.

Mr. Grayden: Let us suppose-
Mr. HOAR: Let us all speak at once.

Order!I
Mr. Yates: A new Chairman of Com-

mittees!
The Minister for Works: Give him a

go!
The CHAIRMAN: Order!
The Minister for Lands: That is better.
Mr. HOAR: If the Government were

to do what I suggest, it would pay due
regard to whether the wage system would
provide sufficient goods and services in
return for the money paid out, includ-
ing payment for what we at present re-
gard as luxury lines, to all the people of
Australia, plus a balanced economy with
regard to exports. When we reached that
point we could stop. It would cost a lot
of money, but the methods adopted by
the Prime Minister at present will in-
volve the expenditure of infinitely more.

The present policy is directed to creat-
ing a condition in this country amount-
ing almost to poverty. In consequence
we will in due course have an unemploy-
ment problem, the misery associated with
which cannot be assessed in terms of
money.

Mr. Grayden: If you want to stop infla-
tion, the present policy is the only way.

Mr. HOAR: At any rate, we would get
somewhere with what I suggest, but we
shall get nowhere at all under the present
Liberal policy.

Mr. Grayden: Yes, we will; we are going
places.

Mr. HOAR: The Government has not
altered the present policy of part-socialism
in this State, and, in fact, has increased
the socialised services provided by the
State. Ministers give lip service only to
their denunciation of socialism. In fact,
they are continuing with the policy. The
present system of finance must keep pace
with the demands of the modern age.

I do not suppose anyone would have
imagined 50 years ago the degree of scien-
tific achievement, the advancement of
knowledge and so on, that has developed.
our forbears did their share and passed it
on to the next generation, and each gen-
eration has added to the sum total of
knowledge and achievement acquired
throughout all that period. We on this side
of the House say-I know I do-that the
result of that general knowledge and
scientific achievement is not the product of
any particular person or group of people.
It is the common heritage of everybody:
and every person, never mind who he Is, is
entitled by birthright to a fair share in
that common heritage. But under this
financial system that share cannot be ob-
tained. We see a position where a few
people control so much, and 85 per cent.
live on or near the basic wage. And on
that basic wage is being thrust the im-
position of a sales tax which cannot be
met, and which will cause the price of
goods to go up and not down.

People are being put in a position where
the average family will never be able to
purchase those goods, so that neither will
they have the goods nor the Common-
wealth Government the money it is after.
If the Government had any courage at all
and wanted money for any specific pur-
pose, the only fair way to get it would
be through direct taxation. It is not
much use this Government, or its
brothers in Canberra, espousing the Idea
that they believe in reducing the infla-
tionary trend when their every activity
is causing an increase in prices. They can-
not have it both ways.

Mr. Grayden: Inflation is not wholly
and solely rising prices. There are other
things connected with it.

Mr. HOAR: Inflation is when there is
more money in the community than there
are goods to purchase with it.
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Mr. Orayden: That is a bit simplified.
Mr. HOAR: I had to make it simple for

the hon. member. If anybody can argue
against the principal point I have tried
to raise, and which I hope is constructive
in some way or other, I will be pleased to
hear him. I have heard nobody put for-
ward a sensible suggestion yet. People
talk about reducing inflation, but do
nothing about it. I would like to see
something done before It Is too late. I
do not think we have had anything like
a fair go from this Government in its
efforts to control prices in Western Aus-
tralia over the last four years.

Mr. Yates: What would be the annual
cost of this subsidy?

Mr. HOAR: I have not the slightest
idea. It would have to be gone into.

Mr. Grayden:, Exactly!
Mr. HOAR: The Government would have

to examine the position and decide whether
it thought a reduction in prices of 2 per
cent., 3 per cent., or 4 per cent. would be
sufficient to cause an alteration in the wage
system. It would have to find that out.
I do not know. I am only putting the germ
of an idea before members.

Mr. Grayden: A glorious theory!
Mr. HOAR: I would be prepared to try

anything rather than continue the stupid-
ity that exists today. We are getting
nothing from the Liberal Party in this
country, either Federal or State. We have
not had one sensible suggestion and we
are drifting along in the dark. Nobody
knows where we are going, but we know
the whole balloon is going up shortly.

Mr. Marshall: Old Copland knows where
we are going; he directed it.

The Premier: I repeat that he was
adviser to the late Mr. Chifley and the
late Mr. Curtin.

Mr. Marshall: He is a servant of the
international Jew.

The Premier: Utter nonsense!
Mr. Marshall: I know him. I have fol-

lowed his career closely.
The CHAIRMAN: Order!
Mr. HOAR: I will tell you what, Mr.

Chairman! The member for Murchison
can have a go.

MR. W. HEGNEr (Mt. Hawthorn)
.18.201: After the fine effort on the part
of the member for Warren, I think mem-
bers on the other side of the House will
have much food for thought. Whether
they consume it or not is anotl~er matter.
I intend to address myself to a number
of subjects, and will take the opportunity
to refer to matters of general interest.
Firstly, I propose to deal with a matter
regarding which I asked a question
without notice this afternoon. I re-
fer to the request submitted by the
owners of the "Islander" to be allowed to
run the vessel to Rottnest Island every

Saturday and Wednesday. I am given to
understand that the firm-McGann and
Wilderspin-was -advised last year that
there was room for another passenger ship
from the mainland to flottnest. The firm
conducted a service which, I understand.
w~as very satisfactory. This year, permis-
sion was sought to run the boat on Satur-
days and Wednesdays, as well as gazetted
holidays and Sundays, but the firm has
been advised that it will not be allowed
to conduct a service on ordinary Saturdays
and Wednesdays.

I am anxious to know as quickly as pos-
sible what the position is. The Attorney
General, who is chairman of the flottniest
Board of Control, indicates5 that the re-
sponsible Minister is the Minister for Lands.
I think this is a matter requiring prompt
and satisfactory attention in favour of the
firm I have mentioned. The "Islander"
has a carrying capacity outside the harbour
of 227 passengers; and inside the harbour,
of 250, Another firm has advertised that
it will convey passengers on Saturdays and
Wednesdays-that is, when the "Islander"
will not be allowed to run-at 15s. per head;
but on Sundays, when the "Islander" will
be allowed to run, the fare will be 10s. I
have no interest whatever in the business.
There are two brothers Mc~ann, and one
lives in the electorate of Mt. Raw thorn
and has asked me to get his case before
the Government so that his firm can trade
on a competitive basis.

Mr. 3. Hegney: The Government believes,
in competition!

Mr. W. HEGNEY: I am not offering any
criticism but am putting up a brief case
on behalf of Mr. Mc~ann in the hope
that the Government, which holds the
view that there should be reasonable and
fair competition and untrammelled free
enterprise, will allow this firm to run to
the island on Saturdays and Wednesdays.
I put a question on the notice paper and
I hope the Minister will treat the matter
as urgent, because the firm is anxious to
commence summer trips next Saturday.

Mr. Lawrence: Has not the firm adver-
tised that it wants to run on Saturday?

Mr. W. HEGNEY: Yes. it desires to
commence on Saturday. Tentative arrange-
ments have been made, and the firm is
anxious to obtain permission. There is an-
other matter, which is small in itself, but
is one of principle. I hope it will not be
long before there is some clarification of
the obligations and responsibilities of local
authorities and the Government. This is
a point that I have referred to the Minister
for Transport. After some negotiations
and representations, the Government de-
cided to eliminate the tramway service
from Mt. Hawthorn and inaugurate a
trolley-bus service, which, so far as I am
aware, is running satisfactorily. However.
there is aL stop adjacent to Sadlier Park
at the junction of Oxford-at, and Scar-
borough-rd., Mt. Hawthorn. I have been
there on winter mornings, and have dis-
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covered that quite a number of people who
have to go to work very early are obliged
to take shelter at the corner of Fairfield-
st. and Scarborough Beach-road, some
distance west, which is not a trolley-bus
stop but which was a tram stop.

in a letter to the Minister for T1rans-
port some time ago. I requested him to
make arrangements for the erection of
a shelter shed for the convenience of pas-
sengers at the point I have indicated. This
is the reply I received from the Minister
under date the 5th September. 1951-

Concerning the matters raised in
your letter of the 21st August, I would
reply as under:

(a) Shelter Sheds: No doubt you
will recall that in 1946 the
State Transport Co-ordina-
tion Act was amended to en-
able local authorities to spend
moneys received from the
Transport Board by way of
omnibus license fees, on
shelter sheds and other
amenities along a bus route,
As the Tramways Department
contributes to the Transport
Board funds it bears a pro-
portion of the cost of such
facilities and should not be
called upon to bear addi-
tional expense. It is sug-
gested that you might take
this matter up with the Perth
Road Board.

The reference should have been to the
Perth City Council and not the Perth Road
Board. In due course I wrote to Mr.
Fletcher. the councillor for the ward,
concerned, and to the Town Clerk of Perth,
and recently I received this letter from
the council, dated the 13th November,
1951-

With reference to your letter of
19th October, concerning the erection
of a shelter shed adjacent to the
trolley bus stop on the north side of
Scarborough Beach Road near Ox-
ford-st.. I have to advise that it is not
the policy of the council to incur ex-
penditure on the provision of omnibus
shelter sheds, but the council would
favourably consider any proposition
submitted by the Government or by
any of the omnibus companies for the
provision of shelter sheds provided
that the full cost is borne by the ap-
plicant.

It is regretted therefore that no
action can be taken by the council in
this matter.

That is a small matter; but the Minister
for Transport advised me on one angle and
the Town Clerk of the Municipality of
Perth advised me exactly the opposite. I
have referred the matter to the Minister
again. I would be glad if the Minister
representing the Minister for Transport
would clear this matter up. I would like

to see the shelter shed built, because a
number of workers who have to go to work
early in the day are involved and are en-
titled to some consideration.

Mr. Totterdell: They are not permitted
to build shelter sheds; the Housing Com-
mission will not allow it.

Mr. W. HEONEY: I would like to deal
with another matter. I understand that
the Minister representing the Minister for
Transport is the Minister for Education,
so I will wait in the hope that he will return
to the Chamber. That brings me to some-
thing concerning the natives of this State.
I read in the paper this morning or yes-
terday that the Government intends to
establish a native boys' home in West
Perth, similar to the native girls' home
at Mt. Lawley. That is a very laudable ob-
ject. In due course, when these young
girls and boys attain their majority, after
having had a primary and, in many cases,
a secondary school education, they will
be required to apply for citizenship,

because as far as I know they are now
regarded as natives and will still be natives
when they reach the age of 21 years.
Does the Minister agree that these young
girls and boys will be required to go be-
fore a magistrate and the Lord Mayor of
Perth, as an example, to gain citizenship
rights; and will the Lord mayor be able
to say whether they shall have their ap-
plications granted?

The Chief Secretary: You cannot
answer that in bulk. You have to take
each case individually.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: I am pleased the
Minister made that interjection. If the
present policy of the Government Is car-
ried out and the Lord Mayor of Perth
agreed to sit with a magistrate, and the
magistrate was in favour of giving citizen-
ship rights to one or 20 of these young
people-

Mr. Totterdell: Why bring me in?

Mr. W. HEGNEY: I. did not bring in
the member for West Perth, but the Lord
Mayor of Perth.

Mr. Totterdell: Thank you very much.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: If the Lord Mayor
decided that these individual applicants
were not entitled to citizenship rights, the
magistrate could be over-ruled; the Lord
Mayor would hold sway. So much hos-
tility has been engendered throughout the
length and breadth of Western Australia
in connection with this preposterous and
inexplicable attitude of the Government
that it will be forced, sooner or later, to
do something in the interests of those
people who are not able to help them-
selves.

Mr. Manning: If the present policy of
this Government is carried out, no native
will have difficulty in obtaining citizen-
ship rights.
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Mr. W. HEGNEY: I am glad to know
that a supporter of the Government is
permitted, even though remaining in his
seat, to make such a long speech. A num-
ber of protests have been made about this
measure. The Women's Service Guild has
protested against it, and some 12 organ-
isations were represented at a meeting
which protested against the Government's
action. The President of the Business and
Professional Women's Club of Perth has
protested on behalf of her organisation,
as have a number of other People, and
they are certainly not connected with the
Labour. Party-I am not making this a
political issue. The Government is en-
deavouring to make it almost impossible
-if not entirely so-for a native to be
granted citizenship rights if a road board
chairman or some other member of a local
authority decides he shall not get them.
I believe pressure was put on this Gov-
erment, 0or at least on the Country Party
section of it, from the Great Southern
districts, by certain citizens-possibly a
few road board members-who desired to
make it more difficult, not more simple as
the member for Harvey would have us
believe, for people who are now regarded
as natives to attain citizenship status.

Mr. Manning: You seem to be a long
way behind the field.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: The position, as I
see It, is that pressure was put by these
road boards on the Country Party mem-
bers of the Government who, in their
turn, put pressure on the Liberal section.

The Chief Secretary: Suppose I deny
that, as I do, what will you say?

Mr. W. HEGNEY: The outcome was
that the Minister for Native Affairs was
charged with the responsibility of bring-
ing down a Bill1, making it encumbent
upon a native to satisfy a representative
of the ]aw of the country, and a layman,
that he is entitled to citizenship rights.
I have never in my experience as a mem-
ber of Parliament known of a measure
more undemocratic or barbaric than the
one which was introduced here recently.
If it is democratic, equitable and fair for
a magistrate to have to share his respon-
sibility with a layman in determining
whether a native shall be given citizen-
ship status, or not, then let the law be

Ialtered so that civil cases for whites can
be dealt with in the same way. What
would the white people of the community
say if a lay person were to sit with a
magistrate, as justices do, but with rights
equal to those of the magistrate, to deter-
mine the case? That would be prepos-terous. The more the people realise the

Ibarbaric nature of the legislation passed
in this Chamber, the more they will know
that the Government is trying to push
the native further into the mud. The Min-
ister had a distasteful task in introducing
the legislation, and not one Minister got
up to assist him.

The Chief Secretary: He did not need
any assistance.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: I was present, and
I took aL great interest in what the Min-
ister said. I think the lifeboats could have
been launched more than once during his
speech because he was floundering and
drowning, but not one member of the Gov-
ernment came to his assistance. We on
this side of the House had a certain
amount of sympathy for the Minister.
'However, he and the other members of
the Government have to take the respon-
sibilty for what was done in this Chamn-
ber.

The Chief Secretary: You are quite right
in that.

Mr. W, HEGNEY: The Minister repre-
senting the Minister for Transport is not
here. I propose to mention a matter to
which the Government should give atten-
tion, namely, that of conferring on a
person the honour of being a sworn valu-
ator. In 'The West Australian" of the
15th July. 1941, under the heading "By
Guess or By God? Valuer's Methods
Puzzle Court," we find the following report
of a statement made by the local court
magistrate:-

Two land valuers who gave evidence
in a case in the Perth Local Court
yesterday were told by Mr. J. F. Mc-
Millan, S.M., that they were a burden
rather than a help to the court. "How
do You arrive at your valuations?" he
asked. "By guess or by God?"

One valuer, Mr. C. Floyd, had valued
a six-room house in Lawley-crescent,
Mt. Lawley, at £4,900. Mr. J. W. Arm-
strong said that he had valued the
same house at £3,500. Mr. Armstrong
said that the valuations were made on
the basis of so much a square. He had
found the area of the house to be
14.21 squares. Mr. Floyd, however, had
valued on an area of 20.73 squares.

"This Is perfectly absurd," said Mr.
McMillan. "One of You is obviously
wrong.''

In "The Daily News" of the 17th October,
1951, under the heading "Valuation
Queried," we find the report of another
case, as follows-

He had set out a scheme for valua-
tion and did not know why valuators.
could not stick to it, said Perth Local
Court Magistrate McMillan today.

"The maximum value allowed for a
house is £200 a square, but this house
has been valued on the basis of £275
a. square," he said in a case over a
house in Victoria- avenue, Dalkeith.

Owner E. W. Trethowan applied for
an increase of rent from his tenant.
A. F. B. Norwood.
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Said counsel for Trethowan: "The
valuation by S. E. Wells and Sons
allows for rent of £9 5s. a week but
we are asking for only £7 7s."

Counsel said the house was "an
elaborate mansion" and involved a
"tremendous amount" of building
material.

On the 25th October last, I asked the
Attorney General what qualifications, if
any, must be possessed by a person before
being entitled to describe himself as (a)
a land valuer; (h) sworn valuator. I also
asked the Attorney General what exam-
inations, if any, must be passed before a
person can put himself forward as a
sworn valuator. The Attorney General
replied as follows:-

Before anyone is entitled to describe
himself as a sworn valuator he must
be appointed by the Governor in
Council under the provisions of Section
14 of the Transfer of Land Act and
registered with the Registrar of Titles
as such.

Before appointment is made, careful
investigation is made by the Registrar
of Titles into the character, experience
and qualification of the applicant.

I mention this matter in the interests of
anyone who may find it necessary to
obtain the services of those people who
set themselves up as sworn valuators. Here
we have a case submitted to a magistrate
where one valuator, who had received his
O.K. from the Registrar of Titles, said the
building consisted of 20.73 squares, and
another valuer holding the same Paper and
authority said the house was worth
£3,500, and had an area, of 14.21 squares.
This sort of thing amounts to a ramp.
A person can set himself up as a sworn
valuator and trade on that fact. Appar-
ently there are a. number of competent
valuers. and a large number who are not,
and yet the ordinary member of the pub-
lic who wishes to seek the services of a
competent person engaged lIn this business
is skating on very thin ice if he has to
rely on the advice of some of these per-
sons. So I hope the Attorney General will
have a look at the Position, and see
whether something cannot be done to
tighten up the provisions and make the
requirements more stringent before a per-
son is entitled to call himself a sworn
valuator.

I now propose to refer to an important
matter which has relation to the Minister
for Labour. I do not intend to deal with
the Bill in question or to criticise the
statements made by the Minister. But
I want to know the actual position that
obtains because certain comments are re-
corded in "Hansard"; I want to know the
jurisdiction of the Industrial Arbitration
Court in its relation to the Factories and
Shops Act, I intend to give the Minister
an opportunity to check up on the state-

ments he made and I repeat that I am not
criticising him because I believe the state-
ments were given to him and he used
them in all good faith.

I intend now to quote from "Hansard"
of last session. In introducing a Bill to
amend the Factories and Shops Act the
Minister made certain statements. -When
one examines them I think one will
find that they are not in accordance
with facts. I am not insinuating that the
Minister deliberately misled the House,
but he should certainly have the oppor-
tunity to correct the position and if I am
wrong I am prepared to apologise un-
reservedly. On the 27th September, when
introducing the Factories and Shops Act
Amendment Bill, the Minister, at Page
955 of "Hansard" said-

The object is to amend the Act so
that it will apply only to the metro-
politan area for the time being. The
Employers' Federation and the union
have been able to reach an agree-
ment but, before the consent of the
court can be obtained, an amendment
must be made to the Act.

That is what the Minister said, and it
had relation to the granting of a con-
sent award by the Arbitration Court to
an agreement which had been arrived at
between the Shop Assistants' Union and
the Employers' Federation. If this is ex-
amined closely, it will be agreed that if
it is necessary for Parliament to amend an
Act before the Arbitration Court will do
something, the Arbitration Court is dic-
tating to Parliament. Even if Standing
Orders were suspended, the Bill passed
within two or three days and the consent
award granted by the Arbitration Court,
what is to prevent Parliament-as has
happened twice recently with two sessions
in quick order-reintroducing the present
provision of the Factories and Shops Act?
Surely Parliament is entitled to be the
master of its own destiny. Certain pro-
visions are set out in the Factories and
Shops Act which state that the metro-
politan shop assistants' award shall apply
to junior workers, including junior fe-
males who are not covered by the shop
assistants' award. According to the Min-
ister, the Arbitration Court said that un-
less the Factories and Shops Act Was
amended it would not grant the consent
award.

The Minister for Lands: I did not say
that.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: It is here.
The Minister for Lands: You are putting

a different construction on it.
Mr. W. HEGNEY: Is the Minister going

to contest this?
The Minister for Lands: Yes.
Mr. W. HEGNEY: Then I am prepared

to argue it to the finish.
The Minister for Lands:, I will argue

it with you all right.
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Mr. W. HEGNEY: The Minister said-
The Employers' Federation and the

union have been able to reach an
agreement but, before the consent of
the court can be obtained-

That is to making It a consent award.
-an amendment must be made to
the Act.

To what Act? To the Factories and Shops
Act?

The Minister for Lands: I must get my
notes.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: The Minister will
need to have a good look.

The Minister for Lands: That is a mis-
take. What I said was, "before the two
parties will agree."

Mr. W. HEGNEY: I will go further. On
the same page the Minister stated-

The agreement with the Metropoli-
tan Shop Assistants' Union has been
prepared and is ready to lodge with
the court, but nothing can be done
to implement this agreement until
the Act is amended.

Did the Minister say that?
The Minister for Lands: I did, because

the two parties would not agree until that
amendment was made and then it was to
go to the court for consent.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: The Minister said-
The agreement with the Metropoli-

tan Shop Assistants' Union has been
prepared and is ready to lodge with
the court, but nothing can be done to
implement this agreement until the
Act is amended.

Does that mean that the court would do
nothing unless the Act was amended?

The Minister for Lands: No.
Mr. W. HEGNEY: That is what the Min-

ister said in the previous quotation I read.
He goes on further and states-

To give this new rate to all juniors
employe~d in factories, shops or ware-
houses, it would be necessary for the
union-

That is the point I want to make.
-to convince the court-

Necessary for the union to convince the
court!

-that the increase should apply to
those not covered by awards or agree-
ments.

I would like to know if the court is re-
sponsible for that statement.

The Minister for Lands: The court is
responsible for nothing. The Department
of Labour is responsible for this.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: If the Minister in-
tends to give an explanation, I want it
clearly set out, because I do not believe

that the Arbitration Court has been re-
sponsible even though it would appear so
from what I have read.

The Minister for Lands: It is not re-
sponsible at all. The Arbitration Court
does not come into it.

(Mr. Yates took the Chair.)
Mr. W. HEGNEY: The Minister brought

it in in the two quotations I gave. Follow-
ing on the last extract I read the member
for Collie interjected and the Minister
replied-

The hon. member will understand
the position better if he allows me'
to proceed. In no circumstances will
the employers agree substantially to
increase the rates of junior workers
outside the metropoltian area that are
not covered by awards or agreements.

The Minister for Lands: Yes, and my
Bill was to take them out, was it not?

Mr. W. HEGNEY: I am not talking about
the Bill. I am purposely not discussing it
but I am anxious that this matter should
be cleared up because the Bill may not be
proceeded with, and that would not give
me an opportunity of recording my views
and, if necessary, my protests on the state-
ments that have been made.

The Minister for Lands: I think you are
making a mountain out of a molehill. You
are not short of notes, are you?

Mr. W. HEGNEY: The Minister said-
The Act as amended will apply to

all junior workers throughout the
State who work in shops and factories
and are not covered by any court
award.

Here again the Minister makes a state-
ment and yet he says I am making a.
mountain out of a molehill. We will see
about that. I wonder does the Minister
recollect making this statement-

One of the reasons announced by
the President-

This is the Minister for Labour speaking
and not th member for Mt. Hawthorn.

Mr. Bovell: When did he say those
things?

Mr. W. HEGNEY: On the 27th Septemn-
ber. 1951. and the page number of "Han-
sard" is 956. This was just before the
Government had to scramble the end of
one session on to the opening of -another
at the dictates of the Legislative Council.
The Minister for Labour said-

one of the reasons announced by
the President as a bar to the dourt's
making any further increase in the
female basic wage wvas that unless cer-
tain amendments to awards, etc., were
made, anomalies would be created in
so much as junior females. would re-
ceive more in actual cash than junior
males. Section 138 (a) of the Fac-
tories. and Shops Act is one of the
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anomalies, and there is not the slightest
doubt that the amendment now pro-
posed would help to clear the way for
the court to proceed in the matter of
the female basic wage inquiry.

Since the Minister says he has been mis-
quoted, I invite him to let members knowv
just what he did say. If he did not make
those statements on his own initiative, on
whose authority did he make them? Where
did he get his brief? From whom did he
get it? From the Shop Assistants' Union,
from the President of the Arbitration
Court or from the Employers' Federation?
That is what I would like to know. I be-
lieve that the President of the court would
not be so silly as to make statements, either
directly or indirectly, such as are attri-
buted to the Minister in these pages. Yet
the Minister says I am trying to make a
mountain out of a molehill. All I want
to know is whether the Minister was try-
ing to mislead the House into believing
that unless the Bill was passed holus bolus
the court would not make a consent award.
T want to know whether he was primed
by the Employers' Federation.

The Minister for Lands: Or whether I
was misled by the Secretary of the Shop
Assistants' Union.

Mr. W. HEONEY: That is what I would
like to know and I want the point cleared
up. because neither the President of the
Arbitration Court nor of any other court
is going to dictate to Parliament if I can
help it.

The Minister for Lands: He did not try
to.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: I know he did not,
but I have read the statements the Minister
made in this Chamber and I invite any
member of the Government--

The Premier: Is this the time to discuss
the Bill? It is still on the notice paper

Mr. W. HEGNEY: That is not for the
Premier to decide.

The Premier: It is a most extraordinary
thing to do.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: Although you are the
Premier, I have my rights and I intend
to uphold my rights, and speak if I think
fit.

The Premier: You have already done
something like this tonight. You made a
speech on natives that you should not have
been permitted to make.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: Cannot the Premier
take it.

The Premier: I can take it all right.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member can
read from last session's "Mansard," but
he must not discuss a Bill which Is still
on the notice paper.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: I would like to ask:.
You, Mr. Chairman, whether you recall my
saying wh2n I started this discussion that
I would not discuss the Bill, but that I
would leave it for an appropriate time.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member is
now discussing the Bill.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: I am not discussing
the Bill: I am discussing a statement
aleged to have been made by the President
of the Court.

The Premier: You read extracts from
the Minister's speech.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: From his speech last
session.

The Premier: From his speech this
session.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: The ill-timed inter-
jection of the Premier is hardly a fair one
because all that I was doing was to pro-
t~ct him, or trying to Protect him.

The Minister for Lands: Trying to pro-
tect whom?

Mr. W. HEGNEY: Trying to protect the
Premier as wvell as the Minister for Lands.

The Minister for Lands: Nonsense! You
are getting in a bit of propaganda.

Mr. W. IIEGNEY: What the Minister
for Lands said was "impropaganda"! As
I said in the earlier stage of my speech
I am not criticising the Minister for Lands.
but I want this Position cleared up. I
refer to the statement by the President of
the Court that unless the Shops and Fac-
tories Act was amended a consent award
could not be registered at the Court.

The Minister for Lands: You know there
was an argument as to who was the propa-
gandist!

Mr. W. HEGNEY: That is the matter
I would like the Minister to clear up at
the appropriate opportunity. I propose
now to deal with the question of the Tuart
Hill bus service.

The Premier: I think You are pretty
right now.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: I might be wrong
again when I start on the Premier's De-
partment, but that will be a matter of
opinion, too. I am glad that the Minister
representing the Minister for Transport is
here and I would like to take this oppor-
tunity of referring to the bus service in
the Tuart Hill-Seven Mile district. For
some considerable time complaints have
been made by the residents of that area
against the inadequacy of the bus ser-
vice. These complaints culminated re-
cently in a deputation that I introduced
to the Minister for Transport, Hon. C. H.
Simpson, and at that deputation each
delegate had a typewritten copy of the
statement he or she Proposed to make.
I have been on quite a few deputations,
and I would say that this one was the
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most co-operative and best organised as
far as evidence was concerned of those I
have attended for quite a long time.

Among other things the deputation
pointed out to the Minister for Transport
that the buses were irregular; that the
timetable was not adhered to; that the
buses were dirty and that the mechanical
side of the buses was not attended to as
it should be. It also pointed out that some
of the buses were unsafe and the deputa-
tion asked the Government to introduce a
service for the Tuart Hill district in order
to make sure that they got a reasonable
one for the money they pay. The Minis-
ter promised to look at the complaints of
the deputationists and eventually we re-
ceived a reply which I regard as an abso-
lute insult.

For the benefit of the Committee I
propose to read parts of the letter with a
view to trying to impress on the Govern-
ment the necessity for introducing a Gov-
ernment bus service or some other ser-
vice in this district. After the deputation
took place the Minister apparently made
certain inquiries and as a result he wrote
a letter to me dated the 26th October
which reads as follows:-

Following the deputation which met
me on the 10th instant in connection
with the Tuart Hill bus service, Mrs.
Lester was advised of the correct
fares and section points, as some
doubt had been expressed concern-
ing same. Copy of the letter is at-
tached for your information.

Subsequently I took up with the
North Beach omnibus Company the
various matters raised and from my
discussion with the manager and evi-
dence submitted by him, it would
appear that some of the complaints
were not fully explained by the
deputation and the further knowledge
now available shows them in a differ-
ent light.

For instance, one complaint was
that on one occasion a passenger tore
his trousers on a projecting screw and
the company refused point blank to
do anything about it. Notwithstand-
ing that the manager personally in-
spected all seats in that bus immedi-
-ately after the event alleged and
found no support for the statement,
he endeavoured to preserve the good
will of the firm by issuing the pas-
senger concerned .a six-day weekly
ticket free of' charge. This was de-
clined with an allegation that the
manager had made an error in issuing
a six-day ticket to a passenger who
travelled only five days a week, which
undoubtedly is splitting straws. x am
of opinion that the manager dealt
'with this complaint very satisfac-
torily.

Let me say that this particular passenger
complained to the driver and he was
eventually sent a ticket by the manager.
But the man had asked what insurance
he was entitled to and when he received
the ticket he sent it back and said, "I do
not want a weekly ticket; I want insur-
ance for the destruction of my clothing."
The manager then said he could not find
the screw. I happen to know this par-
ticular passenger and I behaeve what he
says. The Minister on the other hand
believes the manager of the bus company.
I feel that the passenger would have no
axe to grind by making the complaint he
did. Suffice it to say there was another
specific complaint on the day when the
increase in fares took place and the Min-
ister makes reference to that. The extract
from the letter continues-

I do not propose to go into detail
on the various complaints concerning
individual trips and other matters but
I mention the foregoing as an indica-
tion that the points put forward by
the deputation are not substantiated
by subsequent information.

There Is a COPY of the statements, though
I am not going to read them all, made by
the deputationists to the Minister in re-
gard to the running of the bus service over
a long period. These people made par-
ticular notes of the times and dates when
the buses ran regularly or irregularly, and
all the Minister has done is to discount
or refuse to believe those statements. From
the tone of his letter after receiving the
deputation he apparently, directly or in-
directly, got information from the North
Beach Bus Coy. and, to put it plainly, he
wiped the deputationists off. In othcik
words he doubted their statements. The
letter goes on to say-

In the past 12 months I have been
in close personal touch with the man-
agement of the North Beach Bus Com-
pany and know that no effort is being
spared to rehabilitate plant and equip-
ment which had deteriorated consid-
erably during and since the war. How-
ever, new plant cannot be secured
In a matter of two or three months
but a firm order has been placed for
five new buses of a superior type and
carrying capacity than those now in
service. As I informed the deputation,
two of these are expected to be on the
road before Christmas and the others
early in the New Year.

I attended a meeting at muart Hill quite
recently at which there were 137 people
present, and they were very scep-
tical of the Minister's promises that there
will be additional bluses put on the Thart
Hill-Seven Mile run. As a matter of fact
the Government, thro ugh the Transport
Board, asked the North Beach Bus Coy.,
to extend this service to Bedford Park
and during the last 12 months paid a sub-
sidy to it of £250. But we find that the
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North Beach Bus Coy., is not able to run
a decent bus service for the people at Tuart
HI and the Seven Mile district. All these
People asked for was that a Government
bus service be instituted for the purpose of
serving the needs of the district I have
mentioned. Whether the Government will
do anything or not I do not know, but
I certainly think the position needs atten-
tion in the very near future.

I intend briefly to refer to what is called
price control, or lack of price control, and
I make no apology for doing so. I have
said so before and I reiterate that the Gov-
ernment is entitled to receive everything
on the chin that is coming to it. For some
few years it has tried to lead the people
to believe that it has carried out an effec-
tive system of price control. I am not
going to refer to the particular Bill, but a
certain Bill was introduced this evening
and we find that the lump sum payments
are going up only by a very small percent-
age; but apparently the Government ex-
pects the basic wage to go up considerably
during the next 12 months. Speaking from
memory as for the year ended the 30th
June, 1950, I believe the provision in the
estimates of revenue and expenditure for
the 12 months anticipated increase in the
basic wage was something like £400,000; in
1951 £700,000 was budgeted for. Onperus-
ing the figures for the present Budget I
find that the Government expects the in-
crease In'the basic wage to reach the colos-
sal figure of £1,250,000. I asked the Attor-
ney General the following question a few
days ago;-

(1) Is it a fact, as reported In
"The West Australian" of the 5th Nov-
ember, 1951. that at the recent con-
ference of Prices Ministers he voted
against a move for the Commonwealth
to resume control of Prices?

(2) If so, will he outline to the
House the reasons which prompted his
action?

(3) Will he state, for the informa-
tion of the House, the policy of the
Government in this matter?

The Attorney General's reply was-
(1), (2) and (3) In the opinion of

the Government, the control of prices
in Western Australia can be admin-
istered under State control with
greater advantage to the State than it
would be if administered by Federal
control from Canberra. I have on all
occasions taken up this attitude.

When the Government took over price
Control, the State basic wage was £5 17s. 5d,
and it is now £C10 Ss. 8d.. an increase of
about 70 per cent. When the Government
was returned to office in M-rcb, 1947, the
basic wage was £5 7s. Id. and it has
increased by 92 per cent. Yet we have
the Minister for Prices telling us that the
system of price control by the States is
satisf actory.

Every commodity that one can mention
has increased in Price, and undoubtedly
prices will continue to increase from
quarter to quarter, because the prices of
meat, butter, clothing, tea, potatoes and
other commodities included in the basic
wage regimen are constantly increasing.
Thus the basic wage will likewise increase,
not proportionately but in accordance with
the figures supplied by the statistician.

Many people, including the Premier,
have indicated concern at the steady rise
in prices. In 1948. when the Premier re-
commended the people to vote "No" at the
prices referendum, he was quite sure that
the State could control prices and keep
costs down, but that statement has proved
to be an absolute falsehood. At the re-
cent meeting of the Loan Council he was
not so optimistic, especially when the
Prime Minister informed him that he
would have to curtail considerably his pub-
lic works programme for water supply,
electricity and other undertakings.

There was a recent conference of State
Premiers and other representatives of the
States convened by Mr. Menzles to en-
deavour to find a way out of the trouble
in which the Commonwealth found itself.
Although a lot of discussion ensued at the
conference, no firm decisions were arrived
at. The Premier, however, did indicate
that he would not be prepared to hand
over to the Comonwealth the power to
control prices, except on a temporary basis.
I should like to know whether any firm
decision has been arrived at as to whether
the Minister for Prices -should be instructed
to move at the next conference of Min-
isters in the direction of having this power
referred to the Commonwealth, if Only on
a temporary basis.

In prevailing conditions, the basic wage
will continue to rise, and it will rise higher
than would otherwise have been the case
had the Government allowed one little
concession to the workers to continue.
Only last week the.Government announced
a further increase in tram and bus fares,
and has taken from the workers a conces-
sion that they have enjoyed for many
years, namely, the fare concession operat-
ing before 8.30 am. In addition, it has
put an impost on Passengers travelling
by bus on Saturday morning. Similar
increases will also be adopted by the
private transport companies, and will be a
further impost on people who do not own
motorcars but are obliged to use public
transport. It was a very poor gesture on
the part of the Government to deny this
early morning concession fare to workers
travelling to their employment in the city.

The charges for gas and electricity have
heen increased, and I should not be at all
surprised if, during the next month or two,
the manager of the State Electricity Com-
mission or the Government announced a
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further increase in those charges. The
same thing can apply to any service or
commodity.

The Premier: Do you think that the
Government charges should remain static?

Mr. W. HEGNEY: I am making this
speech. The Premier said in 1947-and
repeated the dose In 1950-that the Gov-
ernment would control prices and keep
them down. He told the people on behalf
of his Government and of its tall-end
section, the Country and Democratic
League, that he would solve the housing
problem and peg the price of butter, but
the price of butter has been increased by
111d, per lb.

The statistician, in reply to a question
of mine, calculated that an increase of
Mid, in the price of -butter would repre-

sent an increase of 2s. a week at least in
the basic wage, and an increase of Id. per
lb. in the price of meat would result in
an increase in the basic wage of about
Is. 3d. a week. Yet, the other day, the
price of beef was increased by 41d. per lb.
retail, and so the basic wage must rise
again. Hospital charges, tram and bus
fares and the price of tea and other
commodities have all gone up.

There was talk about reducing taxation,
but the People of this country last year
Paid £220,000,000 in indirect taxation, a
fair amount of which represented sales
tax, Customs and excise duties. There
are certain commodities included in the
basic wage regimen that should be sub-
sidised by the Commonwealth, such as
potatoes and tea. If that were done, the
interests of the workers, who form the
great mass of the community, would be
conserved.

The Premier: I thought that tea was
subsidised.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: Not to the extent
it was previously. I mentioned tea and
Potatoes because those two items are in-
cluded in the basic wage regimen, but I
consider that certain clothing also should
be subsidised. The point I wish to make
is that the Government of the State, in
collaboration with the Liberal Government
of the Commonwealth, said that it would
reduce taxation, control prices and peg
costs. I have no doubt at all what the
Commonwealth Liberal Government is
trying to do. It is trying to carry out
the principle enunciated by an economist,
which Is that the sooner a 10 or 12 per
cent. unemployed army can be obtained
in Australia, the better it will he.

The Premier: That is not so.
Mr. W. HEGNEY: That is what those

people are after.
The Premier: They are not.
Mr. W. HEGNEY: Why did Mr. Menzies

try to instill fear into -the minds of the
Commonwealth civil servants by sacking
so many thousands of them?

The Premier: There was plenty of other
employment for them.

Mr. W. ILEGNEY: That is the idea.
Chamberlains, at Welshpool, the other
day dismissed 200 men, and I read that
one of the woollen mills in Victoria had
dismissed 200 employees. That is the
trend.

The Premier: Are they out of work?
Mr. W. HEGNEY: Taxation has in-

creased out of all proportion, and indi-
rect taxation falls more heavily upon the
family man than upon one with a high
income or one whose family has grown
up. Yet we hear members interjecting
from the back benches or the Country
Party benches that a 44-hour week would
solve the problem.

The Minister for Lands: Do you* thfnt.
a 40-hour week would solve the problem?

Mr. W. HEGNEY: I make no secret,
of my opinion that a 40-hour week is
quite long enough for a man to work. I'
recall having addressed a meeting iut
Nyabing many years ago. The railway-
was being constructed from Nyabing to)
Pingrup and 110 men, all of whom had
A.W.TJ. tickets, were working on the con-
struction. They decided to give the
farmers' children and the people of the
district an outing on Labour Day. A
social and dance were held in the evening
and I was asked to say a few words on
the significance of Labour Day.

The Premier: I thought that would be
so. - . -..--

Mr.* W. HEGNEY: Those men were
working a 48-hour week, and I told the
farmers it was my firm conviction, not-
withstanding that they might consider
me an extremist, agitator and red-rag-
ger, that the day was not far distant
when men would work a 44-hour week
and that, with the aid of science and
mechanical invention, within 15 or 20
years the workers would be enjoying a
40-hour week. A lot of them laughed at
mry statement, but he that laughs last
laughs best. The Commonwealth Arbitra-
tion Court, the judicial body that de-
termines these matters-not the Premier,
the member for Moore or myself-decided
that 40 hours constituted a reasonable
working week.

The Minister for Lands: New South
W~ales decided that.

Mr.. W. HEGNEY: Some members will
probably remember when men worked a
56-hour week and when an agitation was
raised to reduce the number to 52. Those
who advocated the reduction were called
extremists, and that was repeated when
the hours were reduced in turn to 48, 44
and 40. In this atomic age, the time is
coming when it will not 'be necessary,
in my opinion, for people to work 40
hours a week; they will need to work only
36 hours.

Mr. Manning: Why work at all?
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The Minister for Lands: The men on
the land Will have to work longer.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: I am not a mechanic
or a scientist, but I can see the trend
that before many years mechanism will
have been improved so vastly that work
now occupying 36 or 40 hours a week will
be done in half the time.

Mr. Manning: The trend may be for
men to leave the land.

Mr. W. HEGNEKY: That may be so but,
as in certain other industries, it may be
necessary to offer them some incentive
to remain on the land. The time is com-
ing when there will have to be a return
to the land because, if producers leave the
land, everybody will starve. When people
advocate a reversion to a 44 or 48-hour
week, that is not the solution of the prob-
lem. The civil servants for years worked
371 hours a week. With the advance of
science and the knowledge of atomic
energy, I foresee that a tremendous ad-
vance will be made in the next five or 10
years, and the problem then will be not
so much to keep people working as to en-
sure that they make profitable use of their
leisure, and when I refer to profitable use,
I do not mean £ s. d. That will be one of
the problems. The fact that men had
worked 44 and 48 hours a week helped
to create the depression in Australia in
1930.

It is said now that we should have a
44-hour week, but do not forget that some
of the people of this country have long
memories. They were prepared to work
44 hours a week in 1930 but were not
allowed to. There were 350,000 able-bodied
men in Australia prepared to work those
hours but there was no work available
for them, and they have not forgotten that.

Mr. Ackland: Ten years ago there were
542,000 men in industry in the Common-
wealth, and there are now between 800,000
and 900,000, and we are importing still
more.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: I am referring to the
statement of the member for Moore that
a 44-hour week is the solution-

Mr. Ackland: That is not fair comment.

Mr. W, HEGNEY: It is not the solution
to the problem because there is nothing to
prevrent employers working the men 44
hours a week now, as in 99 per cent. of
the awards provision is made for reason-
able overtime to be worked. If a 44-hour
week were the standard tomorrow and
higher prices were looming, I have no
doubt that the first outcry would be for
increased working hours. That is what
previous Liberal Premiers have done. I
can recall a Government of similar com-
plexion to this getting into power in 1922.
it increased working hours from 44 to 48,
but that did not solve the economic prob-
lem of the day. The Liberal section of the

Government-which dominates the situa-
tion all the time-is looking forward to
the day when it will be able to get sufficient
members in its ranks to talk turkey to
the Country Party. That will be the day!

The Premier: You would not be trying
to drive a wedge, would you?

Mr. W, HEGNEY: There is no necessity
for me to do that. I am something of
a psychologist, in my own way, and I can
tell from the look of the Premier at dif-
ferent times-and even from the look of
the Deputy Premier, with his poker face-
just where the wedges come from, and they
are not from this side of the Chamber.
Some of us on this side are fairly observant,
and we know that everything in the garden
is not lovely. The member for Canning is
not allowed to rise and speak unless he
is told to. The member for Maylands and
a couple of other young members are in
the same position.

Mr. Griffith: You are making an ass of
yourself.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: That is a matter of
opinion. This Liberal Government hood-
winked the people, in collaboration with
the Country Party section of the Govern-
ment, and told them it would solve the
economic problems of the country but,
just like Mr. Menzies, when it found it
was unable to do that, it wanted everyone
else to take the blame.

The Minister for Lands: The Trades Hall
put you up tonight.

Mr. W. IIEGNEY: They would not' put
the Minister up-unless it was for three
months.

The Minister for Lands: You were away
last night, getting your instructions.

Mr. W. HEGNEY: This Glovernment,
which is supposed to be ruling the country,
promised the people all the good things
of life but, when it could not fulfil its
promise, it, Iik:. the Commonwealth GOV-
ernment, wanted everyone else to carry
the baby. The people are entitle2d to have
the Commonwealth Government and the
Liberal Government of this State refrain
from misleading them. I do not say this
in a nasty way, but I will be satisfied if,
in the future, the Government exhibits a
measure of political morality by not
promising the people anything unless it
has a fair idia that it can honour the
promise. I would sooner Us in Opposition
all my life, or out of Parliament, than be
making wild and woolly promises--amount-
ing to half lies-in order to get a seat in
Parliament or capture the reins of gov-
ernment. There is an old saying that a
lie has short legs and is soon overtaken,
and I would suggest to the Premier, as
Leader of his Government, that he should
tell the people candidly what the problems
of the country are.
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MR. STYANTS (Kalgoorlie) [9.35]: 1
wish to make some comment on the de-
plorable condition of the railway finances
of this State. I can see, from the way
things have been heading during the last
fortnight, that if I do not take this oppor-
tunity the same state of affairs will arise
as came about towards the end of the last
two or three sessions, and we will reach
the debate on the Railway Estimates at
about 10 p.m. on the last evening of the
session. Only last week the Premier de-
cided to increase the number of sitting
hours and moved the usual motion giving
precedence to Government business. On
that occasion, he assured the House that
there was not a great deal more business
to be brought down-about half-a-dozen
important measures-and that in all prob-
ability some of the Bills on the notice
paper would be struck off, but yesterday
notice was given for the introduction of
15 new Bills. I was struck by the enor-
mous amount of money expended up to
date on railway rehabilitation, and the
fact that something over £5,000,000 has
been provided for expenditure during the
next 12 months.

[Mr. Hill resumed the Chair.]

Hon. J. B. Sleeman called attention to
the state of the Committee.

Bells rung and a quorum formed.
Mr. STYANTS: In view of those facts,

I think the public are entitled to some
improvement in the railway system, as it
is difficult for them to see any great
change taking place. There may have
been a slight improvement in the punc-
tuality of trains, but it is only slight. In
Kalgoorlie, where people depend largely
on the railways for the transport of goods,
not only the express trains but also the
goods trains frequently run late. The
result is that the business and commercial
life of the community is disorganised.
Goods that should arrive in time for the
markets do not reach there until some
hours after the market should have been
held, and consequently the business life
of the town is upset.

A considerable sum of money has been
expended on the provision of new loco-
motives and rollingstock but, although
we have a total of only about 13,000 four-
wheeled goods vehicles, over the past two
years, 1,100 have been either disposed of
or scrapped. Some of them were sold to
the Ooldfields Firewood Co., and it was
alleged they were obsolete and of no fur-
ther use to the department, but no rail-
wayman who saw those trucks going
through Kalgoorlie, as I did, could be
persuaded that they had not many Years
of life ahead of them, if some small re-
pairs were done. Had that not been the
case, the company would not have pur-
chased them. On the average, they would
carry much heavier loads on the Gold-
fields Firewood Co.'s line than on Govern-
ment lines and, in' addition, they would

have a much more uneven roadbed on
which to run. Those trucks have now
given 12 or 18 months' good service .to the
company, and I therefore say that the
Railway Department should have been
able to renovate and get a lot more ser-
vice from them.

I would point out also that a number of
trucks have been lent, and some sold, to
the Midland Railway Co. It is no wonder
that the department and the public are
constantly complaining about the shortage
of goods vehicles when, over a period of
two years, the Railways Commission has
disposed of or scrapped over 1,100 vehicles.
I was amused, during the last few days,
to see in the Press a report of a statement
allegedly made by "a railway spokesman."
This term "a spokesman" is frequently
used in the Press. I do not know whether
such reports are in fact the statements
of spokesmen for the departments or
organisations concerned, or whether some-
body in the newspaper office simply con-
jures up facts or figures and, in order to
avoid responsibility for possible inaccura-
cies, represents the statement as being
that of a spokesman for some department
or body.

This statement was alleged to have eman-
ated from a spokesman of the Railway De-
Partmnent. who made a comparison of the
performance of the railways in shifting the
1931 harvest, as against that of last year.
It shows the tonnage of wheat that wa.1
shifted, the tonnage of ordinary traffic, the
ton mileage run and finishes up with the
locomotives. Great stress was laid on the
point that they had only a few more loco-
motives in 1950 than they had in 1931.
On paper that would appear to be correct.
but the vital factor of a locomotive is its
tractive effort. A man with a truck of
5-ton capacity can shift a great deal more
in the way of goods than he would with
a 30-cwt. truck, and the samne thing ap-
Plies to locomotives.

Most of the engines that were disposed
of by the department since 1931 were of
the "G" and "C" class and we now have 71
new class engines, of which there are ap-
proximately 30 "PR," 12 'U' and 23 "PM"
class. Those 71 engines, which were avail-
able for the haulage of last Year's harvest,
would have at least double the tractive
effort that the engines disposed of pos-
sessed. Many of the old class engines
were disposed of during the war period,
including, I think, 25 "G" clhss engines,
which are a very small type of locomotive.
Therefore those figures wvere no criterion
whatsoever.

I am sure the department realises the
seriousness of this question and provision
is being made in the Loan Estimates to
alleviate it. I refer now to the provision
of housing accommodation for staff at the
outstations. This will mean a great deal
to the employees, not Only in regard to
their individual effort, but also in -regard
to the efficiency of the service as a whole.
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For some time past the department has
had great difficulty in obtaining men, par-
ticularly mechanics, to serve in outback
depots. As a consequence, the efficiency
of the locomotives has been affected. If
housing accommodation were made avail-
able it would prove a great incentive to
encourage locomotive mechanics to work
in these outback areas and would increase
the earnings of the department. I should
say, by 10 per cent., because the railway
officials have told me that one of the main
reasons why men will not go to these
centres is because houses are not available:'

The earnings of the railways are some-
thing over £:7,000,000 and, if the haulage
capacity could be increased by 10 per cent.,
It would mean an increased return to the
department of something like £700,000 per
annum. The conditions in which many
of the running staff, such as guards, drivers
and firemen are living in the country areas,
are little short of deplorable. Many men
are separated from their families for
periods of three to five years because they
are sent to depots where it is impossible
to obtain accommodation for their families.
If the Railways Commissioners are any
judges of human nature they will realise
that a man separated from his wife and
family does not enjoy the contentment and
happiness, and will not give the efficient
service that he would if he were living
with his family. It is unfair for a mothr
to have to look after a family in the ab-
sence of the father for periods ranging
from three to five years.

I notice there has been a decrease in
the. interest charges of the department of
£355,555. However, looking further into
the figures, I realise that this is only a
book entry because the capital of the rail-
ways has been written down by £11,000,000.
I do not know whether the Premier has
derived any advantage from such action
yet, but I made inquiries as to what the
advantage would be from the State's point
of view to write down the capital invest-
ment in the railways and no-one has been
able to give me a satisfactory answer. On
paper it may appear to be a better pro-
position as far as the operation of the rail-
ways is concerned.

At is found that the railways have in-
curred a deficit of £562,000 as compared
-with the previous year ended the 30th
June, 1951. when the railways made a loss
of £2,264,824. That is an alarming posi-
tion aind calls for close investigation. As
against that the Commission has instituted
a system which I have advocated for many
years; namely, the setting aside of a de-
depreciation fund. In all private con-
cerns, provision is always made for the
writing down of the value of machines for
depreciation. In the past that was not
done with our railways, because it was
always stated that the department was
keeping its plant and everything else con-
cerned in the railways 100 per cent. effi-

dient. We know to what extent that state-
ment was true and what happened to the
railways during the war period.

I know an amount of £520,520 has been
set aside for depreciation. That is a wise
course to adopt and possibly will prevent
a recurrence of what has occurred in the
Past. We have been paying interest on
capital investments for the railways such
as sleepers which have disappeared be-
fore they have worn out years ago. We
are still paying interest on capital invested
on equipment for the railways 45 years
ago. I1 have perused the report furnished
by the Commissioners of Railways relat-
ing to the comparative operations of the
activities in the last five years. One of
the main reasons why the Railway Depart-
ment is showing such huge deficits is that
it is carrying the majority of its freight at
less than cost price. These figures can
be gleaned from the report, a copy of
which has been supplied to every member.
I have extracted a few of them to illus-
trate exactly what the position is and, to
MY mind, the financial position of the
railways will never improve whilst we have
something like 75 per cent. or 78 per cent.
of the traffic carried at less than cost price.

I first want to deal with the freight
charges for wheat. We know that these
charges have been raised, but the cost of
haulage has increased considerably. The
cost of hauling wheat now is still much
in excess of the freights received for it.
The following figures are presented in the
report. The average length of haul in this
State was 147 miles. The total tonnage
of wheat hauled was 19.76 per cent, of the
total tonnage transported by the railways,
but that percentage only returned 13.16 per
cent. of the total earnings of the depart-
ment. The earnings per ton mile were 1.81
pence. The average cost per ton mile is
3.56d. Later on I will illustrate to mem-
bers what it costs to haul wheat 150 miles.
With fertilisers, there was 219,839 tons
hauled for an average of 146 miles and
the earnings per ton mile were 1.36id.

As I said previously, the average cost for
haulage on the railways was 3.56d. per
ton per mile. Whilst I am prepared to
agree that a truck loaded to capacity with
super could be transported at a lesser rate,
it would not be profitable. It would be
Possible to save Ad. or Rd. a ton mile less
than the average cost, but that would still
result in a great loss to the railways.
Super represented 7.23 per cent. of the
total tonnage hauled and earnings from
super haulage was only 3.47 per cent, of
the total. That is another illustration of
how a large percentage of the tonnage

hauled is being carried at a freight rate
of something less than half of what it
costs.

How is it possible for the railways to
show a reasonable financial return? I do
not say that they should be run strictly
as a business concern, but they should be
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run in a manner to show a return which
could reasonably be expected from a Pri-
vate concern. The average haul for wheat
Is 147 miles but to put the distance in
round figures, I have based these figures on
150 miles. The department receives 28s.
1id. for wheat for each ton mile hauled.
At the average rate per ton mile it costs
44s. 6d. to haul that wheat, which repre-
sents a loss of 15s. 7Id. for every ton hauled
over 150 miles, or £7 l5s. for every ten
ton truck carried over a distance of 150
miles. If members want a reason why
the railways are not paying then here it is.

We are carrying 80 per cent. of the
produce for less than cost. Over a dis-
tance of 300 miles the freight is much
cheaper and the loss greater. For 300
miles for each ton hauled the department
receives 38s. odd a ton and it costs £4 8s.
lOd. a ton to haul it; that is assessed on
the average haulage cost which the depart-
ment states it costs to take per ton mile
,on the average transport of goods. I say
again that wheat would be transported
at a lesser rate than the average because
of the fact that each vehicle would be
carrying its full tonnage capacity, taking
into consideration that the average haul-
age cost is 3.56d. per ton mile while the
departmental rate is 1.87d. per ton mile
for wheat. This means a loss of £2 10s'10d. for every ton hauled,- or £ 44 Ba. 4d.,for each ten ton truck hauled. Fertiliser
rates are somewhat the same; they earn
only 1.38d. per ton mile as against the
average cost of transport of 3.56d.

There is another item known as the
miscellaneous item and this includes ore
and minerals, a large percentage of which
consists of pyrites from Norseman and the
average haul is 177 miles. The average
is reduced from 450 miles to 177 miles
because of the fact that there are certain
prospectors' hauls carted over very short
distances, The earnings per ton mile on
this tonnage is only 1.2d. and it consists
of 8.52 per cent. of the total tonnage hauled
but only produces 4.37 per cent. of the
total earnings. That is a very considerable
loss.

I have set Out four classes of freights
and these indicate the reason why the
railways are showing such a colossal loss.
The four classes of freight I have set out
are wheat, fertilisers, miscellaneous and
grain other than wheat. We find that for
wheat the total percentage of tonnage
hauled is 19.76 and this produces only
13.16 of total earnings: the total tonnage
of fertilisers hauled is 7.23, which produces
only 3.47 of the Percentage earning. Mis-
cellaneous is 8.53 per cent, of the total
tonnage hauled and produces 4.37 of the
earning; grains other than wheat and
chaff are 6.03 of the total tonnage hauled
and these produce 4.23 Per cent, of the
earnings. Those four classes of freights-
wheat, fertilisers, mniscellaneous, and grains
other than wheat-provide 41.55 per cent.

of the total tonnage of the railways and
they produce only 25.23 per cent. of the
earning.

As a matter of fact, there are very few
classes of freight which are returning any-
where near the average rate, which is
3.56d. per ton mile to haul goods on the
railway. Those few that do return a
greater amount than the average cost per
ton mile are wool, imported timber, oil
in private tankers, agricultural machinery,
"C" class goods and first and second class
goods. Wool produces only 1.35 per cent.
of the total tonnage but it earns 2.90 per
cent, of the earnings; imported timber
is only 0.01 per cent. of the total tonnage
and it earns 0.02 per cent. of the earn-
ings. Oil in private tankers provides 4.24
per cent. of the total tonnage and pro-
duces 7.82 per cent. of the earnings; "C",
class goods provide 3.36 per cent. of the
total tonnage and produce 7.33 per cent.
of the earnings.

First class goods provide 6.24 per cent.
of the total tonnage but produce 13.08 of
the earnings: second class goods provide
1.46 per cent. of the total tonnage but
they return 7.01 of the total earnings.
So we find with wool, wheat, fertilisers,
miscellaneous and grain other than wheat
the total percentage is 41.55 and their
earnings are only 25.23 per cent. of the
total. On the other hand we find that
wool, imported timber, oil in private
tankers, "C' class goods and first and
second class goods and agricultural ma-
chinery have an aggregate of 17.11 per
cent. of the total tonnage and return 38.16
per cent. of the earnings.

It is quite easy to see why the Railway
Department is showing such a colossal
loss. I should say it would be difficult to
find any railway system in the world that
has such an ill-balance between the differ-
ent classes of freight as that which
operates in this State. There was a time,
of course, when the primary producer,
because of poor prices both in Australia
and oversea, was quite unable to pay the
actual cost of his freight on the railways,
but I think that the system which was
adopted then of setting a very low freight
rate both for super, and wheat and for
primary products has been carried on
into the present era of prosperity.

I believe, and I do not think it can be
gainsaid, that the primary producer today
is in the position to pay at least the cost
of transporting his goods instead of our
building up colossal losses which have to
be paid by other sections of the com-
munity. I would say that that refers par-
ticularly to the present time, but in the
near future the wheat-farmer will be get-
ting oversea prices for wheat for home
consumption as far as stock Is concerned.
I have always had a soft spot for the
primary producer because I was reared on
a farm myself until I was 16 or 17: I only
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decided to leave it because of the arduous
conditions and the lack of prospects, after
which I went sleeper-cutting. I know the
drudgery with which the primary pro-
ducer has had to put up but this drudgery
has been lessened to a considerable degree
by telephones, motor transport and re-
frigeration, and I do believe it would not
be unreasonable to ask that the primary
producer should at least pay the cost of
the transport of his goods on the railway.

There is only one other matter with
which I wish to deal: I am still alarmed
at the socialistic activities of this Govern-
ment. For people who profess to be anti-
socialistic, I find it difficult to understand
how they can justify some of the activities
in which they have been indulging since
taking office. I have previously referred
to their spending an enormous amount of
money on State-owned railways which, of
course, is socialisation. They have increased
the number of road buses, I suppose, ten-
fold; they have increased the State Ship-
ping Service and compulsorily acquired the
electricity and gas supplies of the Perth
City Council. That is another example of
socialisation-State ownership as against
private ownership. They have compulsorily
acquired the electricity undertakings at
Collie, Sunbury and many other places.

Another socialistic enterprise in which
they are indulging is land settlement.
There is no doubt about this being a
socialistic enterprise because it is financed
by public money. There are members on
the Government side who proclaim them-
selves as being rabid anti-socialists, and
yet they commenced their successful farm-
ing careers in this State with the aid of
money supplied by the Agricultural Rank.
They are rabid anti-socialists today, but
when it was a question of receiving State
assistance to settle themselves on their
farms, they were quite prepared to accept
it, just as they are prepared to have their
produce carried on the railways at less
than cost. They forget their socialistic
principles, just as do those who take ad-
vantage of the service of the State ships
trading to the North-West and get their
goods carried at less than cost, thus in-
volving the general taxpayers in a loss
of hundreds of thousands of pounds a year.

I have no objection to the land settle-
meat scheme or to any other of these
undertakings, but I do wish that members
opposite would be honest with themselves
and with us. and admit that their opposi -
tion to socialism is of a very mild nature.
When it comes to something offering no
profit to private enterprise, they do not
mind a socialistic venture-something
owned by the Government and the people.
I have felt still further alarmed at the
trend for the Government to enter the
realms usually regarded as the province of
those who support Government candidates.
I wish to refer to three or four of them.
Here is the first-

Bridgetown, Sunday.-Fruitgrowers
will be faced with a shortage of half
their total requirements of 1,500,000
cases next year, the Bridgetown Fruit-
growers' Association has been warned
by its president (Mr. C. P. Scott).

An approach had been made to the
then Acting Premier (Mr. Watts), who
had been very sympathetic, but Mr.
Watts had been "let down" by some-
one who was much more interested in
having a good production of housing
scantling recorded, Mr. Scott said.

Support which was looked for from
the State Saw Mills was not forth-
coming, he went on. It was realised
that private mills could not be com-
pelled to cut cases, but it had been
expected that publicly-owned State
mills would do something to meet the
needs of all sections of the community.

So we have the fruitgrowers advocating
that State mills should be created and
operated to supply the case requirements
of the frultgrowers- Here is an instance
from Donnybrook-

Board Calls for State Control of
Rabbit Pest.

Evidently there is no profit to be made
out of rabbits, either from the meat or
the skins, and so the people want the State
to control them.

Donnybrook. Sun.-Responsibility
for vermin control should be taken
over by the State, members of the
Preston Road Board asserted at the
last meeting when, in view of the
rapid increase in the number of rab-
bits in the area, it was decided to
"clean the district out at an early

date."
So there we have the primary producers
of Bridgetown and Donnybrook, who are
usually loud and persistent in their de-
nunciation of socialism, advocating State
sawmills to supply fruit cases and State
control of the rabbit pest. Here is an-
other-

"Shadow Buyer" Scheme to Control
Wool Prices.

Melbourne, May 17.-A "shadow
buyer" to prevent wool falling below
a pre-determined price will be intro-
duced at future wool auctions if wool
growers agree by referendum.

The "shadow buyer" to be guaran-
teed by the Government, will bid for
the wool for a grower-controlled buy-
ing house when auction off ers do not
come up to the reserve.

The Commonwealth Minister for
Agriculture (Mr. McEwen) said the
Government had accepted the re-
sponsibility of a financial guarantee,
although the initial capital would come
from the growers. The foremost idea
throughout the negotiations had been
to achieve a grower-control plan. The
agreement was designed to operate
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within the auction system and would
not interfere in any way with the
existing selling procedure of brokers.

I should say that the last people in Aus-
tralia in need of a guarantee should be the
woolgrowers. A woolgrower in the Kceller-
berrin area told me that the amount of
money he had received during the last
five or six years had become embarrassing.

The Minister for Education: That
scheme was designed for quite a different
time from the present.

Mr. STY ANTS: BU
istic tendency. I ga
possibility of the4
over and operating
land Junction. Ar
Australian" stated-

Lt it showed a social-
ther that there is a
Government's taking
the abattoirs at Mid-
'eport in "The West

Government May Conduct Abattoirs
Later in Year.

it was possible that the-'State Gov-
ernment would control all killing
operations at the abattoirs at Midland
Junction in about six months if the
rebuilding programme at the abattoirs
was completed by then, the Acting
Director of Agriculture (Mr. A. Mc-
Kcenzie Clark) said Yesterday.

The rebuilding of the abattoirs, he
said, was held up by the shortage of
structural steel, but this position
might be rectified if negotiations for
more steel, now being conducted by
the Premier (Mr. MeLarty) in London,
were successful.

When the new methods of opera-
tion come into force, slaughtermen
now empioyed by the master butchers
would be in the employment of the
State Government, as was the case at
Robbs Jetty and Kalgoorlie abattoirs.
The wholesale and retail butchers
would then pay the Government for
the slaughtered meat.

So it appears that the Government is
drifting further and further into a Policy
of socialisation. The latest appears to be
an intention to purchase and socialise the
electricity and tramway systems of Fre-
mantle, Perhaps the member for Pre-
mantle would say that this was being done
under a certain amount of pressure. How-
ever, the report appears in the evening
paper, and I cannot say whether it is an
actual fact.

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: A gun was held at
the head of the local authority and there
was nothing else it could do.

Mr. STYANTS: I understand that there
was a certain amount of duress and that
the case Was somewhat similar to that of
the Perth City Council, "Sell out to us or
else." I understand that is the latest ven-
ture of the present Government.

I had not intended to speak on the
Railway Estimates, and there are quite a
lot of other things I would like to discuss.
But I thought this would probably be my
opportunity, and I did want to deal with

the financial postion as I saw it and suggest
some remedies. One of those remedies is
to make people pay for the services being
provided for them. That is already being
done by the average householder. While
the average transport cost on the railways
in 3.56d. per ton mile, most of the goods
which are used in a household are rated
at anything from 6d. to 9d. per ton mile,
and they are the few classes of freight that
are showing a profit to the department.

Vote put and passed.
This concluded the general debate: Votes

and items discussed as follows:-

Votes-Legislative A s s e m b, Iy, £6,826;
Joint House Committee, £15,800; Joint
Printing Committee, £13,289; Joint Library
Committee, £420-agreed to.

Vote-Premier's Department, £47,839:
Item, Salaries, £11,220.

Mr. MARSHALL: I want to enter a
protest about something which occurred
recently. I cannot blame the Premier, be-
cause he was absent in London at the
time. I refer to the appointment of a
justice of the Peace. It has been the prac-
tice since I have been in this Chamber
for the department to ask the member
for a district if he concurs in the appoint-
ment as a justice of the peace of a given
individual in his electorate. During the
absence of the Premier abroad, I refused
to concur in such an appointment because
of the circumstances surrounding it. In
this instance I think there was a political
aspect to what happened.

The industrial organisation in Big Bell
sent down a nomination, and I forwarded
it to the Premier's Department for con-
sideration. The man concerned is a very
fine citizen. In that respect he can be
said to be almost faultless. He never drinks
or gambles, takes an active part in the
activities of the town, and renders valu-
able service on the mine as an experienced
first-aid man. He is a home-loving man,
has a nice family, and is a respectable
citizen.

In the course of time I was asked to
concur In the appointment of another
gentleman whom I know very well and
who, I admit, is a very fine type of
citizen." I have no objection to his being
a J.P.. because he is in every way a most
desirable citizen and holds an official posi-
tion on the mine: but I was amazed when
I was asked to concur in his appointment.
I asked the department why the person
I had nominated some months previously
had been overlooked, and I received a
minute to the effect that consideration
had been given to all the facts and the
department preferred the second nominee.
I wrote to the department asking to know
the circumstances which had influenced
it to overlook the first nominee, and was
informed that the inquiries and reports
concerning the matter were confidential
and I could not be given the information.
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I repied that I would not concur in the
second man's appointment, but he was
appointed. I have no objection to that.

Both these gentlemen were most fitted
for the job, but the reason that the first
man was not nominated was that he plays
an active part in the Labour movement.
There could not be any other reason, be-
cause there is not a cleaner-living man
In the town. The Premier can look into
the matter, and I suggest that he will be
able to find no fault whatever if inquiries
are made from the police or from any
other person about the first nominee.
From the point of view of experience in
administration and sifting of evidence and
adjudicating upon a case, that man would
be the better qualified for the job. While
the other gentleman holds an official posi-
tion on the mine, is a very capable officer*
and performs his duties efficiently, I do
not think he has had the same adminis-
trative experience as the person I nomin-
ated.

In these isolated places the rank and
file like to know that at times there is
someone adjudicating on the small cases
who understands the position. The magis-
trate or warden generally handles the big
cases, but the justices usually handle the
minor charges. This is the first time I
have had to make a reference such as this.
The only thing that can be said against
the individual whose name I forwarded
to the department is that he is associated
with the Labour movement. He renders
valuable service to the community. He is
a first-aid man and never hesitates to go
out of his way to help anyone who needs
his assistance. I do not want the depart-
ment to ask me to concur in the appoint-
ment of a justice of the peace if political
bias is going to be shown.

I defy anyone to point the finger of
scorn at the first man, apart from the fact
that he is actively connected with the
Labour movement at Big Bell. I want the
Premier to remind the officer who was in
charge of this work while the Premier was
absent in London that he need not worry
me to concur in appointments if there is
going to be a display of bigotry of this
sort. I would not be influenced in regard
to the appointment of a man who was a
good citizen, even if he held political views
different from mine. The man to whom
I am referring was nominated months be-
fore the person who was finally appointed.

Hon. J. B. SLEEMAN: It is remarkable
that this should have happened, because
just before the Premier left for England
the late member for South Fremantle
recommended a person to be a J.P. for
his district. When the hon. member be-
came very sick I was asked to make some
Inquiries, and was told that all the ap-
plications were held up until the return
of the Premier.

Mr. Marshall: The appointment I re-
ferred to was made.

Mr. BRADY; I am concerned with the.
matter of justices, because since I have
represented the Guildford-Midland elec-
torate I have, at the request of the local
governing bodies, suggested that four
justices be appointed, but so far no ap-
pointments have been made. I did not
ask to have my friends appointed. As a.
matter of fact, I think the majority of
the people I have recommended are anti-
Labour in their views. One of the women's
organisations wrote to me recently and
told me the Premier had promised to.
appoint three women justices, and asked
,me to nominate two women. I wrote back
and said that if the organisation could
show mue where the Premier had given the,
promise In writing, I would do something
about it. I would be pleased to hear a
statement from the Premier in regard to
justices and how they are appointed.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: Unless a person is-
going to be used on the bench, we should
not appoint him a J.P., but a Commissioner
for Declarations. Members can be em-
barrassed in connection with putting for-
ward the names of people to be appointed
as Justices, I have had a local authority,
put forward a panel of names which in-
cluded nearly every member of the board.
A Commissioner for Declarations, no mat-
ter what his political beliefs, is quite satis-
factory for witnessing documents.

Some years ago a woman came to me
because someone had said to her, "See your
member and get him to appoint you a
justice of the peace." I was indiscreet
enough to say, "You are rather unfortunate
because you live between two justices now."
That is a mistake I made. After that I
decided the department, not I, could give
the information. During my 20 years as
a member, I have been very conservative
in recommending people to be made jus-
tices. The Premier should see whether
he can formulate a better basis than
the Present one. I know that one per-
son in my electorate was put up in my
time, though not agreed to, but when I
was defeated he was again put up by my
successor and appointed. The member for
Guildford-Midland was a J.P. and, after
he became a member, difficulty was ex-
perienced in getting men to serve on the
bench there.

The Minister for Lands: There are plenty
of men there to serve on the bench.

Mr. J. HEGNEY: I do not think that
is quite correct.

[Mr. Perkins resumed the Chair.]

The PREMIER: I wish to refute em-
phatically the charge of the member for
Murchison that there would be any political
bias at all by the Premier's Department in
the appointment of justices of the Peace.
When a recommendation is made, certain
inquiries are put in hand. The police, for
instance, are asked their opinion of the
suitability of the person recommended.
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Mr. Styants: Local business rivals are
consulted, also.

The PREMIER: The recommendations
are brought to the Premier by the Under
Secretary of the department and it has
never occurred to rue to ask what political
party a candidate belongs to. I do not
even know the direction in which the party
feelings of my departmental officers lie, so
the charge of political influence in these
appointments is without any grounds
whatever. I agree that only those should
be appointed justices who are prepared to
sit on the bench and I believe, also, that
the less work we give justices on the bench
the better.

I-on. J. B, Sleeman: There are certain
documents that a Commissioner for De-
clarations cannot witness.

The PREMIER: That is so, but he can
witness nearly all documents. I hope that
in future members will refrain, as far as
possible, from recommending the appoint-
ment of persons as justices unless the ap-
pointments are considered absolutely neces-
sary. I have always insisted in my elector-
ate that such recommendations should
come through one of the local authorities.
There is a charge of a guinea made now,
and I think if it were raised substantially
there might not be so many applicants.

Hon. E. Nulsen: Justices have done a
great job in the back country.

The PREMIER: They have.
Hon. J. B3. Sleeman: Do you get many

applications?
The PREMIER: A great many. I was

surprised to hear the member for Murchi-
son make the charge he did. I do not know
who is the individual to whom he referred
but I would look into the matter if I did
know. The member for Guuldford-Mid-
land said he had made four recommenda-
tions but that none of the candidates had
been appointed.

Mr. Brady: I am sure of three.
The PREMIER: I will look into the

question.
Mr. MARSHALL: I did not nominate

this person personally. The nomination
came to me through the Labour organisa-
tion and I sent it on. I also like local
authorities or some other body to do the
nominating. I know the two men con-
cerned personally and, though I have no
objection to the final choice, I take ex-
ception to the department having over-
looked the first nomination. If the Pre-
mier looks into the matter and lets me
know, in confidence, what the reports say,
I will be satisfied. I will give the Premier
the names in confidence.

Mr. McCULLOCH: I notice that for 1951 -
52 the salary of the Under Secretary is in-
creased by £151 and that of the Assistant
Under Secretary is reduced by £22. How
does that come about?

The PREMIER: I do not know what the
explanation is but it is a matter of only
£ 21 difference.

Mr. Marshall: But one has gone up and
the other down.

The PREMIER: All I have is that the
increase is due to basic wage and reclassi-
fication increases. if the hon, member
is particularly interested I will get him
the information.

Item, Railway Concessions for Disabled
Returned Soldiers, £25.

Mr. MoCULLOCH: In 1950-51 the esti-
mate, for this item was £525 and the ex-
penditure £515, while this year the estimate
is £25. Does that mean that all our re-
turned soldiers have recovered their health_
and do not require railway concessions?

The PREMIER: This is payment to the
Railways Commission in respect of conces-
sion travel from York to Perth for con-
valescent cases at Faversham House. Pre-
viously a fixed amount of £500 psi annum
was also paid from this item to the Rail-
ways Commission towards the cost of rail-
way and tramway concessions granted to
disabled ex-Servicemen suffering a 75 per
cent. war disability. This payment has
now been included in the Miscellaneous
Services Division, Item 93; that item cov-
ers reimbursement of sundry railway con-
cessions.

Vote put and passed.
Votes - Treasury, £72,883; Governor's

Establishment, £9,141; Executive Council,
£5;- London Agency, £C21,598;- Public Ser-
Vice Commissioner, £E8,026; Government
Motor Car Service, £8,962-agreed to.

Vote-Audit, £43,950:
Hon. J. T. TONKIN: On another debate

I told the Premier that I did not think
the Government had been taking sufficient
notice of the Auditor General's report and
I proposed to raise certain matters when
we came to the Estimates. This Vote pro-
vides for the salaries for the Auditor Gen-
eral's Department, and it is the job of the
officers of that department to see that the
accounts are properly audited and to report
to Parliament the results of. their inquiries5.
They have done their job, but we have
niot done ours, and this is where we have
the opportunity to do it. I direct the
attention of the Premier to the Sixty-First
Report of the Auditor General, page 10.
where the following appears:-

Revenue Fund Receipts.
The amount credited to the Revenue

Fund for the year is classified In
Treasury Return No. 4. Comments
and explanatory notes relating to cer-
tamn amounts included in the Revenue
Collections for the year are given under
the sub-head of "Comparisons and
Comments" on the Revenue and Ex-
penditure for the year.

Attention has been drawn in previ-
ous reports to the crediting to revenue
of Sinking Fund contributions by
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trading concerns and other State in- £576. The amount of £576 had been
strumentalities at rates in excess of
those paid by the State. which prac-
tice appears to be contrary to the pro-
visions of the Financial Agreement
between the Commonwealth and
States; also to the payment to Rev-
-enue of such contributions by the
State Housing Commission from its
capital moneys. The attention of the
Treasury was drawn to these matters
but the practice has continued.

I think it is time we did something about
it. If the practice is wrong and th9 Audi-
tor General's Department will not sanc-
tion it; if it is true that it contravenes the
provisions of the Financial Agreement; and
if it is true that the State Housing Com-
mission is making payments to Revenue
from its capital moneys, it is time the
practice was corrected. I want to know
what the Premier has to say about it. Is
he content to ignore the directions of the
Auditor General, or does he think these
comments are made without justification?
The matter calls for some explanation be-
cause it is serious. I now turn to Page 13.
where the Auditor General states--

Expenditure Rebates or Appropria-
tions-in-Aid-The Revenue Fund
Estimates for a number of depart-
ments set out, as deductions from the
estimated expenditure, the anticipated
recoveries from other departments.
etc., for services rendered, the effect
being that the actual recoveries were
available for expenditure upon such
services. The accepted interpretations
of these deductions is that any amount
in excess of the sum appearing on the
Estimates should be treated as a Rev-
enue Fund receipt and not credited to
expenditure. It will be seen from
Treasury Return No. 5, that in some
cases departments did not treat
amounts received, in excess of the esti-
mated rebates, according to this in-
terpretation. Items of this nature
have been detailed in previous reports,
but the Practice has continued.

So it seems that although the Auditor Gen-
eral draws attention to these matters no-
body takes any notice of him. Further
dlown on this page he states-

New regulations fixing license fees
corresponding with the reduced
charges were published in the "Gov-
ernment Gazette" on 5th May. 1950.
Prior to that date, however, 510 pro-
fessional fishermen's licenses and 61
fishing boat licenses were issued for
a charge of £2 instead of the regula-
tion fee of £5, representing an under-
collection of £1,713. In respect to
those licenses collected at the regu-
lation fee (£5) prior to the decision in
February. 1950, to collect the reduced
amounts of £2, payments of £3 each
were made to the respective licensees
by way of refunds of revenue, totalling

properly collected and formed part
of the Consolidated Revenue Fund. The
refunds made cannot be considered as
duly authorised as they were not cov-
ered by any Appropriation Act or any
Act authorising the issue and appli-
cation of moneys out of such Fund,
as required by Section 33 of the Audit
Act. 1904.

Nothing has been done about that. Money
has been paid into the Consolidated Rev-
enue Fund and paid out again without
any proper appropriation. The question
of these 400 tons of cement has not yet
been satisfactorily answered. The Min-
later for Housing made an attempt to do
so but he was completely astray. He did
not have the slightest idea what it re-
ferred to, and so it is time we had a
proper explanation. At page 38 of Sec-
tion "A" of his report the Auditor
General says this--

Imported Cement Issues to Indus-
trial Users-On the 3rd May, 1950.
the Swan Portland Cement Co. was
advised by the Chairman, State
Housing Commission, that by direc-
tion of Cabinet all Government De-
partments would draw their cement
requirements from imported stocks
held by the Government Stores, the
instruction to remain in force until
the additional plant from Wiluna,
came into production; in view of
special conditions applying at Mun-
daring Weir which required the
supply of cement in bulk containers
by rail, it had been decided to main-
tain the then present arrangement at
a maximum weekly draw of 250 tons
of bulk tested cement. The company
was also advised that the Government
had agreed to make a quantity of im-
ported cement available to industrial
users at a maximum of 200 tons per
week from 1st May, 1950, and would
review the position subsequently. The
quotas of local cement allocated to
certain industrial users totalling 197
tons per week, were to be withdrawn
by the company.

The industrial users were also ad-
vised by the Housing Commission
that the imported cement would be
debited at the ruling price of the
cement manufactured locally by the
Swan Portland Cement Co., and the
Government would absorb all extra
cost, including cartage. etc.

Between the 3rd May, 1950, and
31st January, 1951, when the ar-
rangement was terminated (a period
of 9 months), the accounts show that
6.1321 tons of imported cement were
released to industrial users, whereas
according to information obtained
from the Public Works Department,
the Quantity of local cement used at



(21 November, 1951.i 9

Mundaring for the 11 months from
1st July, 1950, to 31st May, 1951, was
only 5,7921 tons.

The cost of the imported cement
released (including charges paid by
the Government Stores) was £74,321
3s. 9d., for which the accounts show
that £39,561 6s. 6d. was charged to
industrial users. The difference.
£34,759 17s. 3d., was charged by the
Public Works Department in 1950-51
against the Loan Fund Item No. 23,
Goldfields Water Supply, under the
departmental authority-"jRaising Wall
of Mundering Weir."

The charge to this Loan Item has
not been Passed by the Audit Office.
It is considered that the amount of
£34,759 1'7s. 3d.. being the difference
between the cost of the imported ce-
ment released and the prices charged
to the industrial users, should have
been met from a specific expenditure
item created for the purpose and to
be submitted to Parliament for ap-
propriation.

There has been no attempt on the part
of the Government to do that. So this
amount has been charged to Loan with-
out any authority whatsoever, and against
the advice of the Auditor General.

Hon. J7. B. Sleeman: Who were the
"industrial users"?

Hon. J. T. TONICIN: We hope to find
that out later. What should have been
done, according to the Auditor General,
was that a special item should have
been brought here to Parliament so that
we could discuss this kind of policy and
either approve of it or express our ob-
jection. Not only has the Government
charged to loan an amount which ob-
viously should have been Charged to
revenue expenditure. but it has done so
without proper authorisation. If the Gov-
ernment decided, as a matter of Policy,
that it Would make available to industrial
users the equivalent quantity of cement to
that which it used on the Mundering Weir,
it would be quite justified in saying, "We
will let the industrial users have that
quantity of cement at the local price-even
although it is imported cement-because
we as a Government intend to use im-
ported cement ourselves: but because we
cannot handle it in bulk, we cannot do so."
But the Government was not content with
that. It provided approximately 400 tons
more than it was required to do. It made
the whole of that quantity available to the
industrial users at the local price, and
debited up against the Mundaring Weir
item a charge for 400 tons of cement which
never went into the weir at all.

What justification is there for using or
debiting loan money against a public pro-
ject when that money was not expended on
it, but was utilised by making a grant of
cement to certain privileged industrial

users? The Government is culpable on
two counts, firstly, for making that grant
to private users out of loan funds, for that
is what it amounted to-a gilt of loan funds
to industrial users. Secondly, the Govern-
ment is culpable for making that gift with-
out any authority from Parliament. There
should be somebody who should draw the
attention of the Government to the re-
marks made in the Auditor General's
report.

Is it the Government's intention to dis-
regard completely what the Auditor
General says in regard to these matters?
Is the Government going to ride rough-
shod over the Auditor General and say,
"We will make gifts of loan funds when
we like?" If that state of affairs con-
tinues we will reach a sorry pass. Par-
liament is supposed to be approached on
these matters and, before Supply Bills are
passed and appropriations made, explana-
tions have to be given in this House. Here
is a case where loan funds have been mis-
appropriated.

Hon. A. R. 0. Hawke: That is the point.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: Who are these in-
dustrial users? I think we are entitled to
know. Who got the benefit of these 400
tons of cement at the local price and had
the amount charged up against the Mun-
daring Weir?

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: Would not the Gov-
ernment be personally liable for that?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: I should say it
would be unless there is Proper authorisa-
tion. As a matter of policy the Govern-
ment would be entitled to say, "We will
use imported cement for the works we are
going to carry out and make local cement
available for industrial users, and then.
finding that it could not use imported cem-
ent because of the difficulty of handling it,
it would be entitled to substitute imported
cement which it proposed to use for a like
Quantity of local cement, and would also
be entitled to charge up against its works
the cost of that imported cement even
although it was local cement it was using.
I still think it would need an authorisation
to Permit the Government to do that be-
cause the Government would be buying
imported cement, but it would be using the
local product and therefore it would not be
entitled, without Proper authorisation, to
charge up the difference between the cost
of the local cement which it actually used,
and the cost of the imported cement
which it intended to use.

There is not the slightest justification
for charging against the item of expendi-
ture approximately 400 tons of cement
which never went into the job at all. It
was never used by the Government but
was used by private persons, so we6 get
the Position that public loan Moneys are
used to make available approximately 400
tons of cement to private users. I have never
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heard the like of it before and it has been
done by the Government without refer-
ence to Parliament. if the Government
wished to do that, then it had the right
to conic here and ask for special appro-
priation for the purpose, and I cannot
imagine that it would have been given. I
cannot think that any sane Assembly
would give authority to a Government to
make a gift out of loan funds to a section
of the community for any product it was
using.

There might be justification, I say, for
making an equivalent quantity of cement
available which the Government itself had
used, but there is not the slightest justifi-
cation for making an extra quantity avail-
able and asking loan funds to carry the
burden. All these matters, to which I have
referred and information about which I
obtained from the Auditor General's re-
port, are matters which, in my opinion,
require a complete explanation from the
Premier himself before these Estimates
are passed. I think there is a responsi-
bility upon us as members of Parliament,
to whom the Auditor General reports, to
see that these Estimates go no further
until satisfactory explanations are given.
If the Government cracks the whip in this
manner and uses its majority to enable it
to do this sort of thing, I would say that
every member of the House who supports
such a policy is recreant to the trust
reposed in him by his electors.

The Auditor General is a special officer
who reports direct to this H-ouse. and we
are expected to take some notice of what
he says, but apparently the Government
takes no notice whatever. So there is aL
responsibility upon us to ensure that the
Government takes notice of these stric-
tures and that it takes steps immediately
to put the matter right. I hope we will
have no repetition of this business; other-
wise, we might as well save the money
and time used in printing these docu-
ments. It is a waste of public money to
print and compile them if we are to take
no notice of them.

Mr. Marshall. What is the use of the
department?

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: We might as well
abolish the department altogether if what
it says about these matters is to be en-
tirely disregarded: and this has been the
position up to date. These are serious
matters, especially the last one. The other
matters are comparatively minor even
though one of them refers to a breach of
the Financial Agreement. But here is a6
case where, without Parliamentary auth-
ority, without any authority, the Govern-
ment uses loan funds to make cement
available to private users and charges
the cost against public works when
the quantity was not used in the
works at all. The cost of approximately
400 tons of cement is charged to the Mun-
daring Weir job when it never went into
that job at all.

Mr. Marshall: Do you imply that the
cement was actually a gift out of loan
funds?

Hon. J1. T. .TONKIN: Of course it was;
it never went into the Mundaring Weir
at all.

Mr. Marshall: The users may have paid
the Government for it.

Hon. J. T. TONKIN: They paid the local
price for 400 tons of cement, and the Gov-
ernment charged the price of imported
cement, which is almost double, against
the Mundaring Weir, and the cement
never went into the weir. The Govern-
ment might have charged it against some-
thing, but it is not entitled to charge it
against the Mundaring Weir. It would
have been just as logical to charge it
against the Fremantle Harbour or the Pin-
j arra hospital-

Mr. Marshall: That is where it should
have been charged,

Hon. J. T, TONKIN: -because it was
never used in the Mundaring Weir. What
sort of book-keeping is this when we
charge against Government projects costs
for materials which are not used in those
projects?

Hon. J. B. Sleeman: We shall have to
bring down a Bill to validate it,

Hon. J. T. TONKCIN: of course a Bill
will be necessary. Apart from a futile ex-
planation by the Minister for Housing,
there has been no attempt by any member
of the Government to explain this, let
alone to justify it. It is time we put our
feet right on the ground and saw to it
that this sort of thing did not go on, un-
less we are to exist under Rafferty's rules.
I appeal to members to see that, unless
we are to become the laughingstock of the
countryside and to be regarded as men of
no responsibility at all, there is an obliga-
tion on every one of us to ensure that the
Government faces right up to this position
and takes the necessary action to put mat-
ters right.

The PREMIER: I heard the member for
Melville the other evening refer to this
question of imported cement being issued
to industrial users. He said he intended
to raise the matter on the Loan Estimates.
Because of that, I have already asked for
all information concerning it so that I
can supply it to the hon. member. I cani-
not supply it tonight but I give him an
assurance that I will let him have this
information, if that will satisfy him.

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: I want you to go
further than that.

The PREMIER: What does the hon.
member wish me to do?

Hon. J. T. Tonkin: I want an assurance
that you will take the necessary steps to
put the matter in order.

The PREMIER: The hon. member had
better listen to me first. I have no doubt
that there is an explanation for it. I did
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discuss the matter with the Under
Treasurer but, unfortunately, only briefly,
owing to pressure of time. He said there
was an explanation and commenced to give
it to me, when I was interrupted. I did in-
tend to ask him for full information before
coming to the House, but I had to rush
away to a meeting and was unable to see
him again. However, I have in train the
explanation for which the hon. member
has asked, and will see that he gets it.

Mr. Marshall: Who got the cement? Who
were the industrial users?

The PREMIER: I would not like to say
at this stage, but they were certain in-
dustrial users engaged in manufacturing
essential requirements for housing. If they
had not been able to Provide those essential
requirements, housing would have been
seriously retarded in this State. But I will
give that information also. In regard to
professional fishermen, I will see that the
Minister for Fisheries gives the informa-
tion required. I have had only a glance
through the report of the Auditor General
and the matter referred to by the hon.
member escaped my notice, but I shall ask
for an explanation and supply it to the
hon. member.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: Members will
require more than an explanation.

The Premier: An explanation and justi-
fication.

Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKE: We want more
than that.

The Premier: You cannot want more
than justification.

Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKE: Certainly we do.
The Treasurer had better discuss this mat-
ter with the Auditor General, the officer
of Parliament, who has drawn attention
to it. Presumiably he knows better than
does the Under Treasurer what is required
lawfully to meet the situation that the
Government allowed or caused to develop.
The Auditor General states clearly that
the charge has not been passed by the
Audit Office: in other words, he refuses
to pass the item of expenditure because,
in his opinion-an opinion to be respected,
if not obeyed-the charge has been
wrongfully and therefore unlawfully made.

He says that the charge should have
been met from a specific expenditure item
created for the purpose and that such
item, when created, should have been sub-
mitted to Parliament for appropriation.
Therefore it would be far from sufficient
for the Treasurer to obtain from the Under
Treasurer merely an explanation as to how
and why this occurred and some justifica-
tion for its having occurred. He would
be well advised to discuss the matter with
the Auditor General and, if necessary with
the Crown Law Department.

Members would be thoroughly justified
in doing their utmost to hold up the Esti-
mates unless the Treasurer was able to
prove that the Auditor General was on the

wrong track. The Treasurer is in duty
bound to take the steps that the Auditor
General says should have been taken and,
in effect, must be taken. In addition to
obtaining an explanation and justification
from the Under Treasurer, the Treasurer
should discuss the matter with the Auditor
General and, if necessary, with the Soli-
citor General.

The PREMIER:, I would have asked that
further consideration of the Vote be post-
poned, but have been advised that this
cannot be done.

Mr. Marshall: Why not? The only point
is that you would then have to defer
further consideration until the end of the
Estimates had been reached.

The PREMIER: I am prepared to dis-
cuss the matter with the Auditor General
and, if necessary, with the Crown Law
Department. I shall obtain the fullest in-
formation and supply it to the member
for Melville on the Loan Estimates. If
he then desires further information, it will
be made available to him.

Vote put and passed.

Votes--Com~iassionate Allowances, etc.,
£C5,620; Government Stores, £65,647-
agreed to.

Vote-Taxation, £12,000:
Mr. MARSHALL: What arrangement

exists with the Commonwealth regarding
this amount? When the State collected
its own taxation, a similar amount was
paid, and it appears that the Common-
wealth has assumed responsibility for col-
lecting all taxation and has pushed the
Government completely out of the picture,
notwithstanding which we are still paying
an equivalent amount to the Common-
wealth to collect its own ta xatlqn also.
Has this matter been discussed with the
Commonwealth? I object to being legally
robbed. I am full of bitterness and pro-
test when I have to subscribe to an In-
stitution existing for the special purpose
of robbing me. We paid a similar amount
when we were collecting about £3,000,000
of income tax and land tax for ourselves.
Now we do not collect any of that.

Mr. Bovell: The State Government
collects the land tax.

Mr. MARSHALL: Some taxes are still
being collected for us by the department,
but we are paying an amount equivalent
to the cost when the total collected for
the State was ten times as much.

The PREMIER: The land tax and the
vermin tax do not come under the Com-
monwealth tax scheme, but they have to
be collected. An arrangement has been
made for the Commonwealth to collect
both those taxes. It costs money to col-
lect them, and this is the amount agreed
upon between the Commonwealth and the
State. This item has been on the Es Ii-
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mates for some years, and all I can tell
the hon. member is that It is considered
to be a satisfactory arrangement and that
is why it has been continued.

Mr. MARSHALL:: Surely the Treas-
urer can let me know whether this is not
the exact figure we used to contribute to
the Commonwealth as the cost of collect-
ing all of the State taxes including in-
come tax and the hospital tax. Now the
land tax and one or two smaller taxes
are all that is collected, yet the Common-
wealth gets precisely the same amount as
In years gone by.

The PREMIER: I have no other ex-
planation than the one I have given, that
this was the amount agreed upon. i may
be that years ago the same amount was
paid for collecting far more money.

Vote put and passed.
Votes-Superannuation Board, £9,850:

Printing, £E262,050; Literary and Scienti-
fic Grants, etc., £34,480-agreed to.

Vote--Miscellaneous Services, £4,960,146:
Item. Kindergarten Union, £24,000.
Mr. J. 'HEGNEY: Last .year the Vote

for this item was £10,000 and the estimate
for this year is £14,000 more. There is
an amazing interest In the development
of kindergartens in Western Australia,
Particularly in the metropolitan area. A
number of people in my electorate are
Interested In the movement, but they are
labouring under great difficulties In trying
to establish and carry on kindergartens.
The difficulty confronting the kinder-
!7arten movem !nt is lack of accommodation.
To build a decent kindergarten would
cost £3,000, which appears to be beyond
the range of most kindergarten commit-
tees.

The time has arrived when the movement
should be part of our educational sys-
tem, and provision should be made in our
school grounds for accommodating child-
ren of pre-school age. The Government
has increased the contribution to the
salaries of kindergarten teachers. Many
young women who were attracted to the

* work some years ago found the salaries
totally Inadequate and drifted into the
Education Department; and in order to

* get them back, their salaries had to be
raised. The Government must make a
greater contribution on the Estimates for
the development of this movement.

I know that the Minister for Education
has great difficulty in providing accom-
modation for children of school age, but
what is preventing the development of the
kindergarten movement to the full? In
Bayswater there has been a free kinder-
garten for 20 years or more. In Bedford
Park. South Belmont, Maida Vale and
North Belmont. committees have been
established which have a burning desire
to provide kindergartens, but their diffi-
culty is to find suitable places in which
to conduct them.

The PREMIER: The note I have in re-
gard to kindergartens Is that the subsidies
to the Kindergarten Union will in future
be paid on a new basis. Previously pay-
ments have been in the form of specific
grants to meet particular commitments,
such as teachers' salaries, expenses of ad-
ministration, cost of teacher training and
a subsidy of £4 for each child enrolled; and.
in addition, grants of £100 to help defray
the cost of establishing new kindergartens
in country centres have been paid. As the
result of an investigation conducted early
this year by an officer of the Education
Department this policy has been discon-
tinued, and future payments will be in the
form of an all-inclusive grant. The grants
to assist the opening of country kinder-
gartens will, however, be continued. To
enable the Kindergarten Union to meet
certain liabilities a grant of £5,506 was
paid since the 1st July last, which is addi-
tional to the grant of £18,375. Provision
has been made for a possible increase In
the grant to be paid in 1952.

Item, Western Australian Institute for
the Blind and Braille Society £ for £,
£2,800.

Mr. OLDFIELD: This grant has been
in existence for about 24 years with no
increase. The blind institute will have an
expenditure this year of about £ 50,000, and
and income from the sale of manufactured
goods of £40,000, so it will have to find
£10,000 to keep solvent. I am hoping the
amount on the Estimates will be increased
because the blind school will not be able
to carry on with only £2,800 unless it re-
duces staff, or something of that kind.

The PREMIER: I have received a re-
quest from the Braille Society and from
the Institute for the Blind for more finan-
cial assistance. The member for Maylands
has asked me to receive a deputation from
the Institute for the Blind, and the mem-
ber for Victoria Park from the Braille
Society. As soon as I get an opportunity,
I will receive those deputations and hear
what they have to say, and a decision will
be made if additional help has to be given.

Item, Qoldfields Fresh Air League, £200.

Hon. E. NULSEN: I thank the Premier
for giving us an extra £1,000 last year
above the amount of £100 which appeared
on the Estimates. last year's estimate has
been increased by £100 to £200 this year.
Because of the work the league is doing,
the Government might consider increasing
the amount on the Estimates. The league's
home at Esperance is a credit to the people
responsible for it. I do not think there is
anything like it anywhere else In Australia.

The Premier:, We gave you a special
grant of £1,000 last year,

Hon. E. NUTLSEN: Yes, and we would like
more this year.
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I-on. A. R. 0. Hawke: What was the
special grant for last Year?

The Premier: For liquidation of the
bank overdraft.

I-on. F. NULSEN: Yes. We had an over-
draft of about £5000. The building at
Esperance is used not only from a health
point of view but for educational purposes,
too. Just recently there were 80 sub-
normal children and their teachers there.
If the Government does not come to light
with an extra amount, the league will have
difficulty in carrying on. I appeal to the
Premier to repeat last year's grant for 12
months or more to ensure that the institu-
tion keeps alive.

Item, Surf Life Saving Association, £100.

Mr., GRAHAM: The member for Cot-
tesloe on a number of occasions made
representations to the Treasurer to in-
crease the amount for the Surf Lifesaving
Association but, notwithstanding the
assurances given, it was found that not
only was the grant not increased, but in
fact reduced. Recently we had the extra-
ordinary situation of a private member
announcing that a departure from the
Estimates had been made and that the
grant under this item was to be increased. I
have no quarrel with the belated recogni-
tion by the Government of the fact that
the association required more than was
provided by the Estimates, but I express
disappointment because of the meagre
consideration extended to this fine body of
young men. MY remarks are made in the
hope that the Government will relent and
provide something worth while, either
during the present year or in the Estimates
next year.

The association is composed of young
men who desire to keep fit. They com-
prise swimmers, footballers, athletes and
so on. It might surprise members to
know that at any time members of a surf
lifesaving club can be tested by being called
on to swimn 440 yards within the timne of
eight minutes; and, if they fail in that
test, it is within the province of the con-
trolling authority to expel them from the
club. To measure up to that standard,
anyone must be in excellent physical con-
dition. These clubs are performing a
wonderful public service and I1 refer to-
night chiefly to the Scarborough Surf
Life Saving Club. That body has never re-
ceived fromn the Perth Road Board, under
the jurisdiction of which it operates, any
thanks or commendation for the service it
provides. AS members may have read in
the Press recently, since the inauguration
of the service, these clubs throughout the
Commonwealth have carried out no less
than 77,000 rescues. On Sunday, the 12th
November. 20 persons were rescued at
Scarborough beach, and that work is per-
formed by a band of Young men who risk

their lives without any thought of reward
for what they do. On the 7th September
last a reunion dinner was held for mem-
bers of the club.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member-
cannot raise this matter on an item re-
ferring to a grant by the Treasury to the
Lifesaving Association.

Mr. GRAHAM: I wished to indicate the
circumstances under which the clubs
operate and to establish the Inadequacy of
the grant in view of the work performed.

The CHAIRMAN: I think the hon,
member was drifting away from the item.

Mr. GRAHAM: If you will bear with
me, Sir, I think it will be found that my
remarks are pertinent to the item. The
club decided to bold a reunion dinner in
order to stimulate interest prior to the
annual meeting. About 40 persons--all
males--attended and all of them, with
two exceptions, were over 21 years of age.
Ten gallons of beer were provided and
without warning or inquiry the Perth Road
Board placed a ban on the club with the
result that the members were without life
boats and first aid and other equipment,
and the patrons of the club were without
protection.

The Scarborough Surf Lifesaving Club
Operates for a season of 26 weeks and last
year it cost no less than £16 per week to
maintain the equipment. Maintenance has
cost the club a considerable sum over the
last three years. It has to pay for electric
light and a telephone. When a whale was
beached anid exposed for public inspection
to raise money the club had to pay £34 to
have it removed. There are approximately
70 members, the majority of Whom are
young married men with a full sense of
responsibility, yet they were hounded by
the Perth Road Board because they had a
10-gallon keg of beer in their club premises
for the function I have referred to.

This club, in common with the others
in the association, is compelled to hold
all sorts of functions to raise money by
public appeal. On occasions tents, ropes
and platforms are lent to them for box-
ing and wrestling comnpetitions, to which
an admission charge is made. To illustrate
the type of individual concerned I would
point out that the President of the club
is a member of the Police Force, the
treasurer is a bank accountant-

The CHAIRMAN: I do not think this
has anything to do with the item.

Mr. GRAHAM: I am seeking to establish
that these clubs are reputable bodies that
deserve financial assistance, and to that
end I was going to outline the composi-
tion of the committee of this club.

The CHAIRMAN: I think the hon. mem-
ber is getting a long way from the. item.

903;



[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. GRAHAM: The assistant secretary
is an accountant, the acting vice-presi-
dent is a land and estate agent, one of
the trustees is the manager of a' well-
known firm, a further trustee is the son
of an ex-member of Parliament in this
Statte, and other members of the com-
mittee are somewhat similarly situated.
Surely the Premier, in view of the figures
given, should have a proper appreciation
of the value of the work these people
-perform. The average age of the mem-
bers of this club is 24, and it is a fine,
disciplined body of men that desires
nothing more than to be g 'iven public
recognition and support, and an oppor-
tunity to render the service for which its
members have so freely volunteered . It
becomes irksome when they are depend-
ent on the goodwill of a local authority
which apparently has no full and proper
appreciation of their work.

In the case of Scarborough again, there
is no public hall in that large and im-
portant suburb, so If a reunion is re-
quired there is only one place to hold it
and that is the clubrooms. Yet this local
authority is so recreant to its responsi-
bilities that it hounds, tries and finds
guilty the people who, in their free and
recreational periods, are rendering this
important public service. The Premier
is to be commended for the fact that he
has relented to some extent and increased
the vote to assist this association, but
something far in excess of the miserly
sum that the Premier has decided to
grant should be made available.

If a sum of £5,000 or £10,000 were
provided for the use of the Lifesaving
Association and its affiliated clubs, that
would be hardly sufficient for the job
they have done. I support the mem-
ber for Cotteslee, who has most consist-
ently appealed to the Treasurer, and hope
that the Premier will give further con-
sideration to the matter, so that the
vote can be increased this year. But if
.be feels that he has increased the amount
as much as he can, then I suggest that
he looks at the matter from all angles
and makes a contribution comparable
with the value of the work that has been
done this year, and will be done in future
years.

Item, Wanslea Home, £1,000.
Mr. GRIFFITH: Will the Premier be

!kind enough to explain why the expendi-
ture was £2,500 in respect of this Vote
-last year, while the estimate for the same
period was £1,000. The estimate this year
is also for an expenditure of £1,000. I
;spoke on this matter last year and sup-
ported a claim that a greater sum should
be made available. The home renders ex-
*cellent service to the community, and I
would like the Premier's explanation.

The PREMIER: This grant is made
to assist the home financially. It is a
home earing for the children of sick
mothers. The increase of £1,500 last
year was due to a special grant.

Hon. A. Rt. G. Hawke: is that non-re-
curring?

The PREMIER: It was a special grant
because of certain difficulties encoun-
tered and to assist the home.. A deputa-
tion waited on me and it was agreed that
this extra grant should be made.

Honi. J. B. SLEEAN: I move-
That progress be reported.

Motion put and negatived..
Item, Civilian Maimed and Limbless As-

sociation of W.A., £500.
Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKE: The Vote for

this item last year was £500 and the ex-
penditure £2,500, While the estimated ex-
penditure for the current financial year
is again £500. Presumably the Govern-
ment made a special grant-

The Premier: Yes.
Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: -last year in

addition to the ordinary grant. I want
to know whether the special grant was
made in respect of expenditure which will
be non-recurring this year. I am sure it
would be more satisfactory for members
to have before them, when the Estimates
are here, the approximate amounts which
are likely to be expended. If the items
of expenditure on which special grants
were made last year are recurring in
character, the Government this year will
doubtless receive a request for another
special grant.

The Premier:, This £2,006 was made
available to enable the Association to
purchase premises, so it will not be re-
curring.

Hon. A. R. G. HAWKE: If the grant
is of a special character and non-re-
curring, I accept that as a satisfactory
explanation.

Item, St. John Ambulance Association,
£1,000.

Mr. YATES: I spoke on this matter at
some length on the 1st November. I now
want to speak about criticism of my re-
marks which appeared in the "Daily
News" the following day.

The CHAIRMAN: The hon. member
cannot do that.

Mr. YATES: Then I shall have to leave
it until I can speak on the Loan Esti-
mates. The member for East Perth spoke
at some length about the drinking of
liquor in clubrooms.

The CHAIRMAN: The remarks must
relate to the actual Vote.

The PREMIER: The association's 11-
nancial affairs are being investigated,
and this year's grant may be increased.

item, University of Western Australia-
Additional Grant, £41,019.

Mr. MARSHALL: This item provides
for an additional grant of £41,019 to be set
aside for this institution. I am not greatly
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concerned as to that, but as a protest I
would like to see the amount reduced by
£l because of what I saw there when I
,entered this institution a short time ago.
I thought our University was a place of
culture, and had as its object the uplifting
and emancipation of young men and
women who attended it. On the occasion
I visited the University for the purpose
of attending a play in one of the blocks
on the grounds I became more or less lost.
and had to arrive at the hall where the
play was being produced by a roundabout
route.

Not knowing the proper exit from the
grounds I had to retrace my steps along
the sme route and to my amazement I dis-
covered that a party was being held in
the precincts and that a large quantity of
liquor was being consumed there. Stag-
gering along the corridor I saw a young
individual whom I took to be a student.
He was a fair haired young fellow with
glassy eyes, apparently through drinking
too much liquor, and I have no doubt that
he was studying to be a professor of eco-
nomics. I have no objection to young
men drinking, but I do object to provid-
Ing such a large amount for the upkeep
of an institution such as this in order that
Young men may indulge in liquor.

Mr. Grayden: Do you think that Is all
they do down there?

Mr. MARSHALL: If they wish to con-
sume intoxicating liquor let them go to
their own homes or somewhere else to do it.

Mr. Orayden: Why not have a look at
King's Park? Do not you think that
people drink there?

Mr. MARSHALL: I am expressing my
protest against Parliament's appropriat-
ing moneys for the upkeep of this insti-
tution, which apparently is used by a
large number of students for the purpose
of consuming alcoholic liquor. We saw
what happened in South Australia recently
as a result of these practices.

Mr. Orayden: That is a narrow point
of view.

Mr. MARSHALL: I also saw this young
student going up to a couple of Young
girls at an isolated spot in this dark cor-
ridor. That is not the sort of behaviour
to be carried on in a place of culture,
which is being financed to the extent of
approximately £190,000 a year. It is time
the taxpayers woke up to this sort of
thing. It was never intended that their
money should be used for the upkeep of
such an institution in order that students
may indulge in alcoholic liquor there.
With the exception of a very small per-
centage of those who graduate through
this institution, these young fellows, when
let loose, are a menace to society. I in-
tend to pay more frequent visits to the
University to ascertain whether these sorts
of incidents are common.

Mr. Orayden: It will be nice for them
to know that they will be having a snooper
around. There are other reasons for it,
surely. I

Mr. MARSHALL: Never mind about
that! The hon. member would be well
advised to consume a little less himself
judging from his appearance tonight.

The Premier: Oh!
Mr. Griffith: The hon. member is en-

titled to take strong exception -to that
remark.

Mr. MARSHALL: I am trying to express
my protest over the passing of this item
when these things are going on in the
University. If there were no Interjections
whilst I was speaking these statements
would not be made.

The CHAIRMAN: Order!
Mr. MARSHALL: I intend to enter my

protest every time I see this sort of thing
being continued, because there is far too
much of it going on.

Item, Adult Education-Grant towards
extension of Orchestral Concerts in Rural
Areas, £750.

Mr. ACKLAND: An aspect of this matter
was raised by the member for Cottesloe a
short time ago. If the hour were not so
late I would like to speak at length, but
I wish to mention that the play, "Clutter-
buck," which received a lot of publicity in
the Press, created an incident which should
never have occurred.

The CHAIRMAN: Order! The hon.
member cannot discuss anything other
than orchestral concerts.

Mr. ACKLAND: I want to ask the Pre-
mier to have an investigation made into
the activities of the Adult Education Board.

Mr. J. Hegney: It gave a reason why
it produced that show.

Mr. ACKLAND: I know that "Clutter-
buck"; was substituted for another play
which it had intended to produce. I would
like to know what it cost to produce under
the name of education. It was the most
filthy and immoral play I have ever seen
in my life.

The CHAIRMAN: Is the hon. member
referring- to orchestral concerts?

Mr- ACKLAND: I am referring to a play
produced by the Adult Education Board.

The CHAIRMAN: If the hon. member
is not referring to orchestral concerts he
must sit down.

Item, Adult Education Board. £1,100.
Mr. ACKLAND: I will have my say on

this item. From an entertainment point
of view the play "Clutterbuck," which I
saw at Moora, represents that sort of
education that I do not think the Govern-
ment should be asked to support finan-
cially.
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Mr. J1. Hegney: It is liberal in its out-
look, anyhow.

Mr. ACKLAND: I ask the Premier to
give closer consideration to the granting
of money to the Adult Education Board,
and to make more inquiries as to how the
money is spent. There are many features
about the Adult Education Board that I
think are very undesirable, and if it were
not so late I would deal with some of
them. I do want to emphasise what was
said by the member for Cottesloc, and
would like to be sure that there will not
be a repetition of this sort of thing in
view of the money found by the Govern-
ment on that particular occasion.

Hon. A. R. 0. HAWKE: I am not quite
sure how far the work of the Adult Edu-
cation Board extends, but I would like to
know from the Treasurer whether it pays
any attention to the question of newspaper
standards. Obviously Press or newspaper
standards play a very important part in
the affairs of our community, and I think
every one of us at different times feels that
the Press falls very badly from grace and
publishes things that have a detrimental
effect on the adults of our community as
well as, perhaps, on the children. I should
hope, therefore, that if the Adult Educa-
tion Board does not already operate in this
very important field the Treasurer will
have action taken to see it does. As an
instance of what I have in mind, I would
refer to the front page of 'The Daily News"
of today's date. The heading is as fol-
lows:-"Murder indicated in Mystery
Death." On that page and in connection
with publicity concerning this tragedy
there is a particular photograph of two
boys, one of eight years of age and one
of six, and both of them are smiling broad-
ly as if something cheerful and happy had
occurred. Actually one of these boys was
the first to see the dead body of the person
in the school yard. I do not know what
effect this photograph would have upon
the two children themselves or upon other
children. Perhaps I have a distorted view
about this sort of thing or maybe I am
just oldfashioned, but it seems to me that
it should not have been published in this
way.

The Premier: What does the Leader of
the Opposition think the Adult Education
Hoard can do in regard to it?

Hon. A. Rt. 0. HAWKE: I think it might
attempt to have some consultation with
the men higher up in the newspaper world
who decide that Photographs of this kind
should be published. In this case the boys
have been made to pose smiling like fun
when the matter concerns an absolute
tragedy. If the Adult Education Board is
to justify the expenditure which the Gov-
ernment makes available to it I feel that
it should endeavour to keep newspaper
standards as high as possible.

Mr. J. Hegney: Do you suggest they have
a school of ethics for newspaper men?

Hon. A. Rt. 0. HAWKE: I am not sug-
gesting anything, but I consider that the
board would knowv much better than I
would as to the approach that should be
made to the leaders of newspapers in order
to maintain a high standard. If they had
any power I am convinced that no member
of the Adult Education Board would have
approved of a Photograph of this character.

The Premier: I amn sure the Adult Edu-
cation Board has not been operating in the
maniner suggested.

Hon. A. Rt. G. HAWKE: I am positive
it has not, and I have not made the slight-
est suggestion that it has any influence
over this or any other newspaper. But
as newspapers Play such an important part
in our lives I think the supervision of the
Adult Education Board might help to main-
tain a better standard.

The Premier: Do you think the Adult
Education Board is the body to do it?

Hon. A. Rt. 0. HAWKE: I do not know
of any other body mentioned in these Esti-
mates that would be more appropriate. If
there is such A body, for instance, the
Education Department~

Hon. J. T1. Tonkin: It is no good looking
to the Government to do anything about
it.

The Premier: You never did anything.
Hon. J. T. Tonkin: It never happened

then.
I-on. A. Rt. 0. HAWKE: -then I would

certainly prefer that it should make the
approach and have the necessary consul-
tations. I put the suggestion for what it
is worth and hope it will be acted upon.
We find that newspapers that are trying
to maintain the best standard have those
standards dragged down by competition
from other newspapers that are not so Par-
ticular. I trust the Treasurer will take
at least a mental note of what I have said
and that he will arrange for a discussion
with the chairman of the board, if not with
one of its members.

Progress reported.

House adjourned at 12.31 a.


